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S. Matthew 22. 37. 


Teſus ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart. 
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S. Matthew 22. 39. 


And the Second is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love 
thy neighbour as thy ſelf. 
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And walk in love. 
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The Firſt Sermon. 


$$ 
$$ 


MATT. 22. 37. oF. 11.45. 


Teſus faid anto him, Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart. 


HIS Text is produced by our _ 
Saviour out of Moſes his Law Pvt: 5 5: 
in anſwer to a queſtion, where- © 

with a learned Pharifee thought to poſe, 
or puzzle him ; the queſtion was, which T*2% 
was the great, and firſt commandment in a 

. the Law; a queſtion which, it ſeems, mgdm - 
had been examined, _ and determined *" 
among the DoCtours, in the Schools of 
thoſe days, (for, in Saint Luke, to the Luk. 6. 27: 
like queſtion intimated by our Saviour, 
another Lawyer readily yields the fame 
anſwer, and 1s therefore commended by 
our Saviour, with a rette reſpondiftz, 
thou haſt anſwered rightly ) fo that had 
our Saviour anſwered otherwiſe, he had, 
we may ſuppoſe, been taxed of om 

h an 


love we chiefly owe to God; the duty 


The Firſt Sermon. 


and unskilfulneſs, perhaps alſo of errour * 
and heterodoxie; to convict him of 
which ſeems to have been the deſign of 


this Jewiſh trier or tempter (tor he is 
ſaid to ask mHexCuv aur » Frying, Or 
tempting 47m.) But our Saviour defeats 


his captious intent, by anſwering, not | 
onely according to truth and the reaſon ' - 


of the thing, but agreeably to the-doc- 
trine then current, and as the Lawyer 
himſelf out of his memory and learning 
would have reſolved it : and no wonder 
ſince common ſenſe diCtates, that the 
Law enjoyning ſincere and entire love 
toward God. is neceſſarily the firſt, and 
chief, or the moſt fundamental Law of 


all Religion; for that whoſoever doth 


believe the being of God (according to 
the moſt common notion that Name 
bears) muſt needs diſcern himſelf obli- 
ged firſt and chiefly to perform thoſe 
acts of mind and will toward him, 


_ which moſt true and earneſt love do 


imply : different expreſſions of love may | 


be preſcribed, peculiar grounds of love 
may be declared in ſeveral ways of -Re- 


ligion ; but in the general and main 


ſubſtance of the duty all will conſpire, 
all will acknowledge readily, that it is 


which 
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The Firſt Sermon. 
which he may moſt juſtly require of us, 
and which will be moſt acceptable to 
him. Tr was then indeed the great com- 
mandment of the old (or rather of the 

oung and lefs perte&t) Religion of the 
ih and it is no leſs of the more adult 
and improved Religion which the Son of 
God did inſtitute and teach ; the diffe- 
rence onely tis, that Chriſttanity declares 
more fully how we ſhould exerciſe it ; 
and. more highly engages us to obſerve 
it ; requires 'more proper and more ſub- 
ſtantial expreſſions thereof ; extends our 
obligation as to the matter, and intends 
It, as to the degree thereof : for as it re- 
preſents Almighty God mn his nature 
and in his doings more lovely than any 
other way of Religion (either natural, 
or inſtituted ) hath done, or could doe, 
ſo it ptopottionably raiſes our obligation 
to love him : it 1s, as S. Paul fpeaketh, 
To TiA% Ti TaggYAizs, the laſt drift, 
or the ſupreme pitch of the Evangelical 
profeſſion, and inftitutton to Love ; to 
love God firſt, ind then our neighbour 
out of a pare heart, ard good conſcience, 
and faith unfeigned: it 1s the bond, or 
knot of that perfeftion which the Goſpel 
11joins us to aſpire to: *tis the firſt and 


1 TiN. i; 4 


Colofl. 3. 14: 


Matt. $. 4%: 


principall of thbſe goodly fruits, which Galar. 5, 22: 


B 2 the 


Rom. 13+ 
9, ICs 


Gal. 5. 14» 


Vert. 40» 


The Firſt Sermon. b. 
the Holy Spirit of Chriſt produceth in 
good Chriſtians. It is therefore plainly - : 
with us alſo the great Commandment 
and chief Duty : chiefly great in its ex- | 
tent, in its worth, in its efficacy and *: 
influence : moſt great it is, in that it 
doth (eminently at leaſt, or virtually ) : 
contain all other Laws and Duties of 
Piety ; they being all as Branches ma- 
king up its Body, or growing out of it 
as their Root. Saint Paul faith of the 
love toward our neighbour, that it. is | 


TNewwcs F viue, a full performance of 


the laws concerning him; and that af 


commandments dvaxrpaAzievies are reca- 


pitulated, or ſurmny'd up 7» this one ſay- | 
ing, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy | 
ſeff : and by like, or greater reaſon are © 
all the Duties of Piety compriſed in the *? 
Love of God ; which is the chief of © 
thoſe two hinges, «pox which (as our 
Saviour here ſubjoins) the whole law 
and the prophets do hang. So great is 
this Duty in extent : and 1t is no leſs in 
proper worth ; both as it immediately 
reſpets the moſt excellent , and —__ | 

neceſſary performances of Duty (em- 
ploying ourhigheſt faculties in their beſt 
operations) and as it imparts vertue and 
value to all other a&ts ot Duty : for no 
ſacrifice 
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© Sacrifice is acceptable, which is not Kkin- Levir. 2. 13: 
/ dled by this heavenly Fire ; no Offering 9-24: 29+ 1+ 
-- ſweet and pure, which is not ſeafoned | 
+ by this holy Salt; no: Action 3s truly 
> good or commendable , which is not 


conjoined with, or doth not proceed from 


+ the Love of God; that is not performed 
: withadeſignto pleaſe God, or (at leaſt) 


with an opinion that we ſhall do fo 


- thereby. If a man perform any good 
- work not out of love to God, but trom 
; any other principle, or for any other 
.- deſign (to pleaſe himſelf or others, to 
-: get honour or gain thereby ) how can it 
: be acceptable to God; to whom. it hath 


not any due regard 2 And what action 
hath zz for its principle, or its ingredient, 


2 becomes fſanctified thereby, in great 
' meaſure pleaſing and acceptable to God; 


ſuch is the worth and value thereof. It 


' is alſo the great Commandment for ef: 
- ficacy and influence, being naturally 
= productive of Obedience to all other 
: Commandments ; eſpecially of the moſt 


genuine and fincere Obedience ; no 


-- other principle being in force and ati- 
; vity comparable thereto : (fear may 


drive to a complyance with ſome, and 
hope may draw to an obſervance of 
others, but it is Love, that with a kind of 
B 3 _ willing 
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villing conſtraint, and kindly violence 
carries on cheerfully, vigorouſly and 
ſwiftly to the performance of all God's 
Commandments : 1f any man loves me, 
faith our Saviour, he will keep my word; 
to keep his word is' a natural and ne- 
ceſlary reſult of love to hum; 7hvs 2s the 
love of God (faith Saint Fobn) that we | 
keep his commandments, and his command- 
ments are not grievous; *tis the nature of 
that Love to beget a tree and delightfull 
Obedience) Such then is the Subject of 

our Diſcourſe ; even the ſum, the ſoul, - 
the ſpring of all our Religion and Duty. 
And becauſe it is requiſite, both for our 
dire&tion how to doe, and the examina- 
tion of our ſelves whether we doe as 
we ought ; that we ſhould underſtand © 
what we are thus fo far obliged to; that 
we may be able to perform it, and that 
we be effectually diſpoſed thereto, F 
ſhall uſe this method ; 1 will firtt endea- 

vour to Explain the nature of this Love + 
commanded us ; then to ſhew ſome 
Means of Attaining it ; laſtly to pro- 


Pound ſome Inducements to the Pur- 


chaſe and Practice thereof. 


I. For the jr/t part; we may deſcribe 
Love 1n general (tor it ſeems not ſo eaſy 
t tq 
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: co define it exattly) to be an AfﬀeCtion 
- or Inclination of the Soul toward an 
 Objett, proceeding from an' Apprehen- 


ſion and Eſteem of ſome Excellency or 


: ſome Conveniency therein (its Beauty, 
Worth, or Uſefulneſs) producing there- 


upon, if the Obje& be abſent or wan- 
ting, a proportionable deſire, and con- 
ſequently an endeavour to obtain ſuch a 
propriety therein, ſuch a poſſeſſion there- 
of, ſuchan approximation or union there- 
to, as the thing is capable of; alſo a re- 
gret and diſpleaſure in the failing ſo to 
obtain it; or in the want, abſence, and . 
lofs thereof; likewife begetting a com- 
placence, fſatisfattion bs delight in its 
preſence, poſſeſſion or enjoyment; which 
is moreover attended with a good-will 
thereto, ſutable to its nature ; that is, 
with a deſire that it ſhould arrive unto, 
and continue in its beſt ſtate; with a 
delight to perceive it ſo to thrive and 
flouriſh ; with a diſpleaſure to ſee it ſut- 
fer or decay in any wiſe; with a conſe- 
quent endeavour to advance it, in all 
good, and preſerve it from all evil. 
Which Deſcription containing the chief 
Properties of Love in common, do 1n 
ſome ſort (not to inſiſt upon abſtracted 
Notions, or in Examples remote from 
B 4 | QUY 


The Firſt Sermon. : 
our purpoſe) all of them well agree to * 
that Love which we owe to God, ac- 
cording ta the tenour of this Law, and -: 
in the degree therein expreſſed; that is, 
in the beſt manner, and higheſt degree; 
tor even of this Divine Love the chief 
Properties (prerequiſite thereto, or in- © 
timately conjoined therewith, or natu- 
rally reſulting from it) I conceive are 
theſe. | : 
r. A right apprehenſian and firm per- : 
ſuaſion concerning God, and conſequent- 
ly a high eſteem of him as moſt excel- 
lent in himſelf and moſt beneficial to us: 
for fuch is the frame of our Soul, that - 
the perceptive part doth always go be- : 
fore the appetitive, that affection follows | 
Opinion, that no object otherwiſe moyes 
our defire, then as repreſented by rea- 
ſon, or by fancy, good unto us: what 
eftect will the goodlieſt beauty, or the 
ſweeteſt harmony have upon him, wha 
wants ſenſe to diſcern, or judgment to 
prize them 2 Thus 1s our natural way of 
acting; and according to it, that we 
may in due meaſure love God, He muſt 
appear proportionably amiable, and de- 
lirable to us; we mult entertain worthy 
thoughts of him, as full of all Perfe&i- 
pn in himſelf; as the Fountain of all 
"ne Good ; 


x "4 It 
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” Good; as the fole Author of all that 
/ Happineſs we can hope for or receive; 
as He, in poſſeſſion of whom we ſhall 
> poſſeſsall things deſirable; in effect and 


vertue all riches, all honours, all plea- 
ſure, all good that we are capable of ; 
and without whom we can enjoy no 
real Good or true Content : Which 


+ Eſteem of him how can it otherwiſe 


then beget AfﬀeCtion toward him 2? If 


- the faint reſemblances, or the ſlender 


participations of fuch Excellencies (of 
that incomprehenſible Wiſedom, that 
uncontrollable Power, that unconfined 


- Bounty, that unblemiſhed Purity, which 


are united in him, and ſhine from him 
with a perfect luſtre ; if, I ſay, the very 


- faint reſemblances, and imperfect parti- 


cipations of theſe Excellencies) diſcer- 
ned in ather things are apt to raiſe our 
Admiration , and allure our AfﬀeCtion 
toward them; if the glimmering of 


ſome ſmall inconſiderable benefit, the 


ſhadow of real profit diſcovered in theſe 


| Inferiour empty things, is able ſo {trong- 


ly to attract our eyes, and fix our hearts 
upon them, why ſhould not trom a like, 
but ſo much greater Cauſe the like Effect 
proceed 2 whence can it be that the ap- 
prehenſion of an Obje& ſo infinitely 
"Mp lovely, 
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The Firſt. Sermon. ? 
lovely, fo incomparably beneficial (if 


not paſſing curſorily. through our fancy, 


but deeply impreſſed upon our mind) + 
ſhould not proportionably afte& and in- |; 


cline us toward Him with all that deſire, 
that delight, that good will which are 


proper to Love? 


It we think, as the 


Pſalmiſt did, that there is none*in heaven 


or in earth comparable to God (compa: - ' 


rable in eſſential Perte&tion, comparable 
in beneficial Influence) why ſhould we 
not be diſpoſed alſo -to ſay with him ; 


there is none upon earth that I defire be- 
Such a reverent Eſteem is 
the proper foundation upon which true 
{ ove 1s built, and which upholds it : 
hence, as the Love of God doth com- 


ſides thee. 


10nly denote all the Duties of Religion, 
io doth Fear (or Reverence to him) - 
likewiſe in Scripture ſtyle comprehend 
and expreſs them all ; it being the Root 
trom whence Love doth ſprout and by 
# which it is nouriſhed ; it being the be- - 
7 - ginning of that true Wiſedom by which 
:;. -. 145 We embrace and faſten our affection up- 
| on the Sovereign Good. Hence we 
may obſerve, that thoſe devout perſons, 
whoſe hearts were fulleſt of this Love, 
their minds were moſt employed in me- | 
ditation © 


\ 


wo», 
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- ditation upon the Divine Excellencies, 


and upon the beneficial Emanations from 
them in Bounty and Mercy upon the 
Creatures; their Tongues being tuned 
by their Thoughts,. and their inward 


Eſteem breaking forth into Praiſe. Ewve- Pal. 145. 7. 


ry day, all the day long, at all times did 
they bleſs God, praiſe his name, ſpeak 


J» 2. 
' of his righteouſneſs, ſhew forth his ſalva- 35:28 75 
tion, as the P/almiſt expreſſes his practice, 
. ariſing from Love enlivened by the 


eſteem of God, and the apprehenſion of 
his excellent Goodneſs : from whence al- 
ſo that ſtrong Faith, that conſtant Hope, 
that cheerful Confidence they repoſed in 
him; that hearty Approbation of all his 
Counſels and Purpoſes ; that full Acqui- 


elcence of Mind in his Proceedings; that 


* entire Submiſſion of their Underſtanding 


to his Diſcipline, and Reſignation of their 
Will to his good pleaſure ; that yielding 
up themſelves (their Souls and Bodies, 
their Lives and Goods) to Jus diſpoſal, 


| With all the like high effects and preg- 


nant ſigns of Love did flow: but 
2. Another property of this Love 1s 
an earneſt deſire of obtaining a Proprie- 
ty in God; of polſkſiing him (in a 
manner) and enjoying him; of approa- 
ching him and being, fo far as may be, 
= : united 
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united to him. When we ſtand upon 

ſuch terms with any perſon; that we 

have a free acceſs unto and a familiar : 

entercourſe with him ; that his conver? 

ſation is profitable and delightful to us; 

that we can upon all occaſions have his 

advice and aſſiſtance; that he is always 

ready in our needs, and at our deſire to 

employ what is in him of ability for our 

good and advantage, we may be faid 

ro own ſuch a perſon, to poſſeſs and 

enjoy him; to be tyed (as it were) and 

p Sam. 18.1. joined to him (as 'tis faid the ſoul of _ 

Jonathan was knit to the ſoul of David, 

fo that he loved him as his own ſoul ) 

And ſucha propriety in, fuch' a poſleſ- 

ſion of, ſuch an alliance and conjunCtion ' 

to himſelf God vouchſafes to them, who - 

are duely qualified for ſo great a good: 

ficb. 11.16, Z7e was not aſhamed (faith the Apoſtle 

concerning the faithfull Patriarchs) to * 

be called their God ; to be appropriated .- 

x Joh. 2.23- iN a manner unto them ; And, Ze that 

_—_ 19. ** acknowledgeth the Son (faith Saint Fohn 
. 65. I. ; N- < 

Deur. 11.22. CONCerning good Chriſtians ) xai T 77a- 

2 25, be Treg fya, hath, (or | per the Fa- 

AQ. rn ther alſo ; and to ſeek; to find; to draw 

Joh. 15. 4+ wear to; to cleave unto; to abide with, to 

; Joh. 2. 24, 4bide in, and ſuch other phraſes frequent- 

Iy do occur in Scripture denoting that . 

NEar - 
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- > near relation which good men ſtand in 
- toward God; .umplying that he affords 
' them a continual hberty of acceſs, and 
- coming into his eſpecial preſence, that 


he admits them to a kind of converſe 
and communion with himſelf, full of 
ſpiritual benefit and delight ; that bea- 


- ring an eſpecial good will and favour 


toward them, he is difpoſed to exert his 
infinite wiſedom and power in their be- 


| half; is ready to impart all needfull and 
\ convenient good unto them (help in 


their needs, ſupply in wants, protection 


* indangers; the direCtion, aſſiſtance and 


comfort of his Holy Spirit ; pardon of 


- fins and peace of conſcience ; all the 
- bleſſings of grace here, and all the feli- 
- cities of glory hcreafter) ſuch an intereſt, 
' +; as1t were, in God and a title unto hum, 
* * ſuch a poſſeſſion and enjoyment of him 
. weare capable of obtaining : and as that 
; enjoyment is in it ſelf infinitely above all 
' things deſirable ; fo if we love God, we 
: cannot ſurely but be earneſtly defirous 
' thereof: a cold indifterency about it, a 
| faint wiſhing for it; a ſlothfull tendency 


after it are much on this ſide love ; it 
will inflame our heart, it will tranſport 


; our mind, it will beget a vigorous and 


lively motion of ſoul rowardit : for Love 
VOou 
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you know is commonly reſembled unto; * 
yea even aſſumes the name of Fire; for 


that it warms the breaſt, agitares the 
ſpirits, quickens all the powers of Soul, 


and ſets them on work in deſire and pur- -* 


ſuance of the beloved Object: you may 


imagine as well fire without heat or | 


activity, as love without ſome ardency 


of deſire. Longing, and thirſting of foul ; 


fainting Lf , and panting after ; crying 
out, and ſtretching forth the hands 20- 
ward God; ſuch are the expreſſions ſig. 


nifying the good Pſalmi/?'s love; by 1o 
apt, and fo pathetical reſemblances doth '* 
he ſet out the vehemency of his defire ©: 
to enjoy God. TI need not add concer- | 
ning Endeavour ; for that by plain con- | 
ſequence doth neceſlarily follow Defire : ': 
the thirſty ſoul will never be at reſt 
till it have found out its convenient re- | 


freſhment : if we, as David did, do /ong 


after God, we ſhall alſo with him ear- 
neſtly ſeek God; nor ever be at reſt till 
we have found him. Coherent with 


this is a © 


3. Third property of this Love, that 
i5, a great Complacence, Satisfaction and : 
Delight in the Enjoyment.of God : in _ 
the ſenſe of having ſuch a propriety in : 
him ; in the partaking thoſe I = 


js, bad © ns of wy &% ot AY oa 


| 
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of. favour and beneficence from him :; 
and conſequently in the inſtruments con- 
veying, in the means conducing to ſuch 
enjoyment : for joy and content are the 
natural fruits of obtaining what we love, 
what we much value, what we earneſt- 
ly deſire. Yea what we chiefly love, 


* it we become poſſeſſed thereof, we ea- 


lily reſt ſatisfied therewith, although all 
1er comforts be wanting to us. The 


| covetous perſon for inſtance, who dotes 


upon his wealth, let him be pinched 


- with the want of conveniencies ; let his 
” body be wearied with toil; let his mind 
> be diſtracted with care; let him be ſur- 


rounded with obloquy and diſgrace 


-—-at mihi plaude ipſe domi ; he never- 


*- theleſs enjoys himſelf in beholding his 
/ beloved pelt: the ambitious man like- 


wiſe, although his ſtate be tull of trouble 
and diſquiet ; though he be the mark of 


: common envy and hatred ; though he 
- be expoſed to many croſies and dangers; 


yet wiule he ſtands m power and digni- 


fy, among all thoſe thorns of care and 
ea 


r, his heart enjoys much” reſt and 
pleaſure. In hke manner we may ob- 
ſerve thoſe pious men, whoſe hearts 


: were endewed with this love,. by the 
- preſent lenſe, or aſſured hope of enjoying 


God 
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God ſupporting themſelves under 4H fy 
wants and diſtreſſes ; rejoycing, yea boa- 
ſting and exulting in their afflictions ; © 


and no wonder, while they conceived |” 


themſelves ſecure in the poſſeſſion of -- 


their hearts wiſh ; of that, which they: 
incomparably valued and deſired above 

all things ; which by experience they 
had found fo comfortable and delicious: . 


O taſte and ſee (exclaims the Pſalmiſt; 


inſpired with this paſſion) O taſte and. 


fee, that the Lord is good : How excel. . 


ent is thy loving kindneſs, O Lord; they, 


Pal.84.1,10. 


63+ 5» 


Neh. 9. 25. 
Plal. 4. 6. 
GZ. 3» 


Plal. 33. I. 
32-11-1053» 


107.12-37«4- 


(they who enjoy it) ſhall be abundantly: 


Jars with the age a of thy houſe, 


and thou ſhalt make them drink of the - 
river of thy pleaſures : A day in thy courts). 
# better than a thouſand : my ſoul ſhall 
be ſatisfyed as with marrow and fatneſs;* 
ſo did thoſe devout practiſers of this 
Duty expreſs the fatistation they felt *. 
in God, and in thoſe things whereby he + 
did impart the enjoyment of himſelf un- - 
to them: So did the light of Gods coun- * 
tenance cheer their heart ; ſo did his /o-. : 
ving kindneſs appear better than life it ſelf 
unto them: Hence do they 1o frequently . 

enjoin and exhort us ?0 }. glad; to de: 
light our ſelves; to glory ; to rejoyce con- + 
tinually in the Lord ; in the ſenſe of his | 
| good- £ 
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goodneſs, in the hope of his favour; the 
doing ſo being an inſeparable property 
of love ; to which we adjoin another. 

4. The feeling much diſpleaſure and 


of = regret in being deprived of ſuch enjoy- 


Iey ; + 


We 


ey 


US! 


ft 


md 
el. 
cy, : 
tly | 
ſe; 

he: - 
YES | 

all 
{s;* 
Us + 
elt © 
he = 


n- > 


ment ; in the abſence or diſtance as it 
were of God from us; the loſs or lef- 
Jening of his favour z the ſubtraction of 
his gracious influences from us: tor ſure- 
Iy anſwerable to the love we bear unto 
aay thing will be our grict tor the want 


: or loſs thereof: it was a ſarewd argu- 


ment which the Poet uſed to prove fhat 
men loved their moneys better thapgtheir 
friends, becauſe —-majore tumuitu plo: 
rantur nummi, quam funera—— they more 
lamented the loſs of thoſe than the death 
of theſe ; Indeed, that which a man prin- 
cipally affects, if he is bereaved thereof; 
be his condition otherwiſe how proſpe- 
rous and comfortable foever, he cannot 
be contented ; all other enjoyments Le- 
come unſavoury and unſatisfactory to 
him. And ſo it is in our caſe, when 
God, although onely for trial, (accor- 
ding to his wiſedom and good pleaſure ) 
hides his face, and withdraws his hand ; 
leaving the ſoul in a kind of defolation 
and darkneſs ; not finding that ready aid 
in diſtreſs, not fceling that chcertull vi- 
C racity 
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vacity in obedience, not taſting that 


ſweet reliſh of devotion , which have : 
been uſually afforded thereto ; if love | 
reſide in the heart, it will furely diſpoſe 


7 $4, YES 
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it to a ſenſible grief; it will inſpire ſuch /* 


exclamations as thoſe of the P/almiſt': 
How long, Lord, wilt thou hide thy face ? 
hide not thy face from thy ſervant, for I 


am in trouble ; turn unto me according to |. 


the multitude of thy tender merctes ; 
draw nigh unto my ſoul and redeem it. 
Even our Saviour himſelf in ſuch a caſe, :* 


when God ſeemed for a time to with- 
draw the light of his countenance, and | 


the protection of his helptull hand from 


him (or to frown and lay his heavy 


- hand upon him) had his foul me /Aav-. 


TV «£5 Savers, extreamly grieved and 


full of a deadly anguiſh ; neither ſurely © 
was it any other cauſe than exceſs of 
love, which made that temporary deſer- » 


tion ſo grievous and bitter to him, ex- 


rorting trom his moſt meek and patient 7 


heart that wofull complaint, My God, 


my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ! But 
eſpecially, when our iniquitzes have (as ' 


the Prophet expreſſeth it) ſeparated be- 


tween our God and us ; and our. fins have © 


hid his face from us; when that thick 
cloud! hath eclipſed the light of his coun- 


tenance, 
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at "7 tehance, and intercepted his gracious in- 
'C 2 fluences; when by wilfully offending | 
'C 7 we have (as the /ſraelites fire faid to 1 Sun. 5. 7 


ſc ” have done) rejetted our God, caſt him © * 
I off, and driven him from us ; 1o depri- 
ving our ſelves of propriety in him, and 
- the poſſeſſion of his favour ; then if any 
f ” love be alive in us, it will prompt us 
'0 | with thoſe good men in their peniten- 
3.” tial agoniies, to be grievouſly ſenſible of, pal. 5. z5. 
7. and ſorely to bewail that our wretched 3% 5t+ 102+ 
e, |! condition; there wil! not (if we ſo hear- "45 
t- * tily love God', and value his favour as 
d\ they did) Ze any ſoundneſs in our fleſh, Pal. 33. 3: 
n or reſt in our bones; our ſpirit will be 63-4 - 
Y .. overwhelmed within us, and our heart. 
- , within us deſolate. Our heart will be 
1 ſmitten and withered like graſs, upon the 
= conſideration and ſenſe of fo ineſtimable 
f > aloſs: Love willrender ſuch a condition 
- 2 very ſad and uneaſie to us; will make 
- > all other delights infipid and diſtaſttull; 
- +2} all our life will become bitter and bur- 
- - thenſometous; neither if it inany mea- 
| fure abides in us, ſhall we receive con- 
 . tent, till by humble deprecation we have Pill. 5. 4. 
 , regained ſome glimpſe of God's favour, 35:21 5h1 
ſome hope of being reinftated in our | 
poſſefſion of him. Farther yet, 
- 5. Another property of this Love is 
GS A MW 
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to bear the higheſt good: will toward *? 


God; ſo as to wiſh heartily and ettec- * ko 
tually (according to our power) to pro- 7 ſig 
cure all good to him, and to delight in” ry 
it; ſo as to endeavour to prevent and to! x, 
remove all evil (if I may ſo ſpeak) that _ ly 
may befall him, and to be heartily dif- - pe 
pleaſed therewith. Although no ſuch 7 4, 


benefit or advantage can accrue to God 1; 
which may increaſe his eſſential and in 4; 
detectible happineſs ; no harm or dam- 
mage can arrive that may impaire it. * 
(for he can be neither really more or * q, 
leſs rich, or glorious, or joyfull than he: ,, 
is; neither have our deſire or our fear, ': þ; 
our delight or our grief, our deſigns or. 
our endeavours any object, any ground #? @. 
in thoſe reſpects) yet hath he declared, >: ,1 
that there be certain intereſts and con-'? 4 
cernments, which, out of his abundant #} 
goodneſs and condeſcenſion, he doth 2 fe 
tender and proſecute as his own; as if 
he did really receive advantage by the 
good, and prejudice by the bad ſucceſs * , 
reſpectively belonging to them ; that he * , 
earneſtly deſires, and 1s greatly delighted , | 
with ſome things, very much diſlikes, 
and is grievouſly diſpleaſed with other ,” | 
things : tor inſtance, that he bears a fa- +; 
therly affection toward his creatures, and ** 5, 
earrieſt- 2 


1 
F 
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rd > carneſtly deſires their welfare ; and de- 
oo 24 lights to ſee them enjoy the good he de- 
Fi 2 ſigned them ; as alſo diſſikes the contra- 
n ry events; doth commiſerate and con- 
to” dole their miſery; that he is conſequent- 
ml ly well pleaſed, when piety and juſtice, 
peace and order (the chief means con- 
ch = ducing to our welfare) do flouriſh; and 
© diſpleaſed, when impiety and iniquity, 
> diffenſion and diſorder (thoſe certain 
IF fources of miſchief to us) do prevail ; 
It” that he is well fatisfied with our ren. 
Or dring to him that obedience, honour 
Ne | > and reſpeC&t which are due to him ; and 
T,' highly offended with our injurious and 
r- diſreſpectfull behaviour toward him, in 
Id *: commiſſion of ſin and. violation of his 
> moſt juſt and holy commandments : ſo 
1 that there wants-not ſufficient matter 
If *! of our exerciſing good will both in af: 
h Z feftion and a&tion toward God ; we are 
if 7 capable both of wiſhing, and (in a man- 
© 2 ner, as he will interpret and accept it ) 
$ | of doing good to: him, by our concur- 
© * rence with him in promoting thoſe 
things which he approves and delights 

» . In, and in removing the contrary. And 
" + fo ſurely ſhall we do it we truly love 
- > God: for love, .as it would have the ob- 
| : ject tobeitsown, as it tends ta enjoy 
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it, ſo it would have it in its beſt ſtate, 2 for 
and would put it thereinto, and would 4 th 
conſerve it therein; and would thence 7 do 
contribute all it is able to the welfare, '- ou 
to the ornament, to: the pleaſure and | ac 
content thereof. What @ zt (faith Cz- * tu 
cero) to love, but to wilt or defire, that 
the perfor loved ſhould receive the grea- th 
teſt: good that can be > Love allo dath -: It 
reconcile, conform, and unite the ineli- ; jþ 
nations and affections of him wha loves, - #/ 
to the inclinations and affections of him 
who is beloved ; Eadem welle & eadem. 
nolle, to conſent in liking and difitking \ 
of things, if it be not the cauſe, if it be 
not the:formall reaſon or eſſence (as fome | 
have made it) *tis at :leaſt a certain effect”. 
of love. If then we truly love God, we ©: 
ſhall deſire that all his Luba proſper, | 
that his. pleaſure be fulfilled, thar all du- 7 
ty be performed, all gtory. rendred'to '* 
him : we ſhall be grieved at the wrong, ” 
the diſhonour , the difappomtment he 
receives : eſpecially we alt endeavour” 
in our own practice, with Holy David, 
to perform mravia mw XAuale and, all 
that God wills, delires, or delights in; 
to eſchew whatever offends him. | Our 
deſire, our delight, our” endeavour: will 
conſpire with-and be ſubordinate to = I 
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te, | for it would be a ſtrange kind' of love, 
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4 that were conſiſtent with the voluntary 


* doing of that, which is hurttull, injuri- 


re,” ous, or offenſive to that we love ; ſuch 


*; 


ations being the proper efte&ts, the na- 


* tural ſigns oft hatred and enmity : /F any 


man ſay, I love God, and hateth his bro- 


: ther, he is a liar, faith Saint Fohn; and, 
th: 
i. ſbutteth his bowels toward him, how doth 


If any man ſeeth his brother need, and 


the love of God abide in him 2 He that 
in his affections is fo unlike, ſo contrary 
unto God ; he that is unwilling to com- 
ply with God's will in ſo reaſonable a 

rformance; he that in a matter, where- 
in God hath declared himſelt fo much 
concerned , and ſo affected therewith, 


doth not care to croſs him, to diſpleaſe 


and diſappoint him ; how can he with 
any ſhew of truth, or with any mode- 
{ty pretend to love God? Hence it 1s, 
that keeping of God's Commandments 
is commonly repreſented to us as the 


; moſt proper expreſſion, as the ſureſt ar- 


gument of our love to God: —-ſhewing 
mercy to thouſands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments; they are 
joined together as terms equivalent, or 


23 


1 Joh. 4. 2c» 
3. 17s 


Exod. 20. 6. 


as inſeparable companions in effe&t : Ze Joh. 14. 21, 


that hath my commandments and keepeth 
| C 4 them, 
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my friends, (that is, not onely objects |; 
of my affection, - but actively friends, 7 
bearing afte&tion unto me) if you doe © 
whatſoever 1 command you, ſaith our Sa- 


viour : And, whoſa keepeth his word, in con 
him is the love of God truly perfetted; ſho 
(he hath the truth and ſincerity; he wo 


hath the integrity and conſummation of *. 


love ; without it love is wholly falſe and :e 
counterfeit, or very lame and imperfect; to 
ſo the loving and beloved Diſciple tea- we 
ches us). For by doing thus, as we th: 
ſignific our eſteem of God's wiſedom | rh: 
which dire&eth us, our dread of his |: bu 
power and juſtice that can punith us, no 
our hope in.-his goodneſs and fidelity to #: fla 
reward us, our regard to his majeſty and | ſig 
authority: over us; ſo eſpecially thereby 7 w: 
. (if our obedience at leaſt be. free and ©: lea 
cheerfull): we expreſs our good will to- '.; pk 
ward him; ſhewing thereby, that we - tu 
are diſpoſed; to do him all the good and ** an 
gratific ;him all we can; that his inte- © fo 
relts, his honour, his content. are dear us 
and precious to us. And were indeed - it 
our hearts {nit.. unto God with this bond' Ne 


of perfection, we could not in our wills, 
and conſequently in our practice be ſa : 
tevered trom him; we:thould alſo love -: 
SE heartily B: 
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re | heartily all vertue and goodneſs, the 
neareſt reſemblances of him, and which 
Is, The chiefly loves; we ſhould doe, what 
ve = David fo ft profeſſes himſelf to doe, 
a- love his law, and greatly delight in his Pal 11.9. | 
in commandments. With our Saviour, we —_— : a 
/. ſhould delight 70 perform his will; it 35» 72, 47> 
ie would (as it was to him) 4e our meat p77” 
of and our drink to doe it; his yoke would 112. 1.40.8 
d be eafte indeed, and his burthen light un- 9g 600 
-; to us; his yoke ſo eaſie, that we ſhould * * 5; 50. 
1- wear it rather as a jewel about our necks prov. z. 22: 
e than as a yoke ; his burthen fo light, 
n . that we ſhould not feel it as a burthen, 
's |; but eſteem it our privilege. ':'We ſhould 
, not be 1o dull in apprehending, or ſo 
2 & ſlack in performing duty ; for this ſharp- 
4 | ſighted affetion would preſently diſcern, 
7 =: would readily ſuggeſt it to us; by the 
{ > leaſt intimation it would perceive what 
- > pleaſeth God, and would ſnatch oppor- 
3 > tunity of doing it: we ſhould not need 
| >? any arguments. to perſuade us, nor any 
' force to compell us, love would inſpire 
- * us with ſufficient vigour and. alacrity ; 
| . it would urge and ſtimulate us forward 
' ,. not onely zo walk ix, but even. (as the 
: Pſalmiſt expreſſeth it) to run the ways Pal. 115.32, 
” of God's commandments. | 
{ © But kt thus much ſerve for _ 
| 0 


_ 


. endewed. with this Grace; if not, we ® 
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of the nature of this Duty ; in order (as '? 
was before ſaid) to the dire&tion of our | : 
Practice, and examination thereof: The 7 
particular Duties mentionedbeing com: |? 
prehended in, or appertaining to the love # 
of God, if we perceive that we practiſe 
them, we may, to our fatisfaftion and 'z 
comtort,infer, that proportionably weare 


have reaſon (ſuch as ſhould beget re. # 
morſe and pious ſorrow in us).to ſuſpect 7; 
we abide in a ſlate of difafte&tion or of 
indifferency toward him. If we find the 7 
former good diſpoſition, we ſhould ſtrive 
to cheruh'and improve it ; if the ſecond 
bad one, we ſhould (as we tender our 
own weltare and happineſs, as we would 
avoid utter ruine and miſery) endeavour | 
to remove it. | hy 
- 
IT: Totheeftecting of which purpoſes 

T ſhall next propound ſome means con- |: 
ducible; ſome in way of removing Ob- 
ſtacles, others by immediately promoting + 
the Duty! 7 
- Qfthe #r/ kind are thete enſuing: #® 
I, Thedeſtroying of all loves oppoſite 
to the love.of God, extinguithing all at- ® 
tection to things odious and offenſive to |; 
God ; {qmortitying all corrupt and uy ; 
yerrie, Z 
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ſires *. Tt agrees with fouls no leſs than 


move or tend contrary ways ; upward 
and downward, backward and forward 
at one time : it is not potiible we ſhould 
together truly: efteem, earneſtly deſire, 
bear ſincere good will to things in na- 
ture and inclination quite . repugnant 
each to other. No man ever took him 
for his real friend, who maintains cor- 
reſpondency, ſecret or open; who joins 
v1 a&ts of hoſtility with his profeſſed 
enemies ; at. keafſt we cannot, as we 
ought, love Gad with our whole heart, 
i with any part thereof we affect his 
enemies ; thoſe, which are mortally and 
trreconcileably fo; as are all iniquity and 
impurity, all inordinate luſts both of 


cs & minding, or affeting of the fleſh) zs, 
n-*: Saint Paul tells us, enmity toward God ; 
d- for "tis not ſubject to the law of God, nor 
Sg cane; *tis.an enemy, even the worſt 
-} ot enemies, an- incorrigibly obflinate re- 
bell againſt God, and can we then retai- 
ning any love to God, or peace with 
him, comply and confpire therewith 2 
1s ſuppofe of thoſe corrupt principles, 
nm” | and 


verſe, all unrighteous and unholy de- * Pal 97.10, 


with bodies, that they cannot at once evi7. 


fleth and fpirit: the carnal mind (the 3 geinue 


And, The pron of the world (that. Jam. 4. 4. 
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| and thoſe vitious cuſtoms which uſually ; v 
prevail in the world) zs alſo, Saint Fames 
tells us, enmity with God; fo that (he 7 
adds) if any man be a friend to the world, * 
xgSizlaw he is thereby conſtituted (he immediate- ® 
ly zpſo fatto becomes) an exemy to God. 
s Joh. 2. 15. Saint Fohn affirms the ſame: if any man E- 
love the world, the Iove of the father is 
not in him ; explaining himſelf, that by * 
the world he means thofe things, which 
are moſt generally embraced and practi- |: 
wiz 5 Tedtherein ;: the /uft, or deſire of the fleſh, 
exextss (that is, ſenſuality and intemperance) | 1 


emwupiz 3 the Juſt of the eyes, (that is, envy, cove- |: * 
bpSanuby. vob omits pane . F 


touſneſs, vain curioſity, and the like) *: 

5 nao the oftentation, Or beating of life (that 7 P 

7 Fi. js, pride, ambition, vain-glory, arrogance) |: 
qualities as irreconcileably oppoſite to the © 
holy nature and will of God, ſo altoge- !: 
ther inconſiſtent with the love of him; ': 
begetting in us an averſation and antipa- *: 
thy towards him ; rendring his holineſs ; 
diſtaſtfull to-our affe&tions, and his ju- *: P 
ſtice dreadtull to our conſciences ; and - 
lumſelf conſequently, his will, his law, '- 
his preſence hatefull to us: while we. 7 
take him to be our enemy and to hate * 
us, we ſhall: certainly in hike manner * 
ſtand affected toward him: this indeed | Þ 
js the main obſtacle, the removal of s 

which 
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' which will much facilitate the introduc- 
' tion of divine love; it being a great ſtep 


to reconciliation and friendſhip, to be 
diſengaged from the adverſe party : we 
ſhould then eaſily diſcern the beauty of 
divine gpodneſs and ſanctity, when the 


| miſts of ignorance, of errour, of corrupt 
> prejudice, ariſing from thoſe groſs carnal 


affections, were difſipated ; we ſhould 


| better reliſh the ſweet and ſavoury gra- 


ces of God, when the palate of our mind 
were purged from vitious tin&tures; we 
ſhould be more ready to hope for peace 
and favour in his eyes, when our con- 
ſciences were freed from the ſenſe of ſuch 
provocations and defilements. But 

2. It we would obtain this excellent 


> Grace, we muſt reſtrain our aftections 


- toward all other things, however in 


w LOA Ra; "res 
Ot BE ng, 
z A DEA 


their nature innocent , and indifferent. 


> The young Gentleman in the Goſpel 
> had, it ſeems, arrived to-the former 
: pitch; having through the courſe of his i2«mwv 
” life abſtained trom groſler iniquities and 7%" 


impurities ; ſo far, that our Saviour in 
regard to that attaiment of his concei- 
ved an aftection for him (he loved him, 
tis ſaid) yet was not he ſufficiently dif- 
poſed to love God; being 7 one thing 
deficient, that he retained an imumode; 
rate 


Phil. 3. 8. 


Luk. 14. 26, 
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rate affettion to his wealth and worldly Je 
conveniencies; with which ſort of af. #ca 
te&tons the love of God cannot conſiſt \Zm 
for we much undervalue God, and can- inc 
not therefore duly love him, if we deem 7w 
any thing comparable to him, ' or conſt. 71n 
derable in worth or uſefulneſs when he he 
comes in competition : if we deem, that PC 
the poſſeſſion of any other thing beſide!7an 
him, can confer to our happineſs, or the?7as 
want thereof can prejudiceit, and make” Pl 


us miſerable : no other love ſhould bear lo 
=ot 


any proportion to the love of him ; no? 
other object ſhould appear (as indeed 
none really is) ſimply good, deſirable or th 
amiable to us. What value Saint Paw!}.t0: 


5 ts, 


had of his legal qualifications and privi-7 


A 
=Y 


leges, the fame ſhould we have concer-3th 
ning all other things in appearance plea- 2 
fant'or convenient to us; they ought, in br Nt: 
regard to God, to ſeem dammage and\N 
dung ; not onely mean and deſpicable, 271 
but even ſordid and loathfome to us; 7? 
not onely unworthy of our regard and. ../#s 
deſire, but deſerving our hatred and ab- : * 
horrency ; we ſhould, I fay, even hate. 

the beſt of them ; ſo our Saviour expref- ': W 
ſeth it ; If any man doth not hate his fa- p! 


ther and his mother, his wife and his 


Py. 


children, his brothers and ſiſters, and | 


even 


: The Firſt Sermon. 
+ even his own ſoul (or his own lite) he 
: Fcannot be my diſciple ; that is, if any 
ſt: man retain in his heart any affection 
ant not infinitely (as it were) lefs than that 
em = which he bears to God ; if any thing be 
1ſt. in compariſon dear and precious to him, 
he he is not diſpoſed to entertain the main 
hat point of Chriſt's diſcipline, the ſincere 
ide. and entire love of God. To /ove him, 
the! as he requires, with aff our heart, im- 
her Plies, that our heart be filled with his 
-ar © love, ſo that no room be left for any 
Zother paſſion to enter or dwell there. 
ZAnd indeed ſuch, if we obſerve it, is 
or 'the nature of our ſoul, we can hardly 
14] together harbour earneſt or ſerious at. 
;.tections toward different objects ; one of 
them will prevail and predominate ; and 
2 ſo doing will not ſuffer the other to re- 
in main, but will extrude or extinguiſh it : 
ud. = Noheartof mancan correſpond with two 
le, = rivals, but, (as our Saviour teacheth us) 


S; "it will hate and deſpiſe one, will love and Mart. 5. 244 


di. »ſtick to the other ; whence he inters, that 
b. we cannot ſerve (that is, affectionately 
_ adhere to) both God and Mammon. If 


: we have (according to the Pſalmi/Ps Pl. 52, 10, 


el- 
" : phraſe) ſet our hearts upon wealth, and 
ig 3 will be rich (are reſolved to be, as 


Wi ” Saint Paul expreſſeth it) if we eagerly r Tim, 5. 9, 


4 ; aſt PIr C 
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aſpirc.,to power and honour, with the * 

Joh. 12-43- Phariſees; preferring the applauſe of men | 
before the favour of God; it any worldly. * 

or bodily pleaſure, or any curioſity how! 7 0 

plauſible foever, hath feiſed upon our” u 

ſpirits and captivated our affections ; if. - el 

' any inferiour obje&t whatever with its 

2 Tim. 4-10. apparent ſplendour, ſweetneſs, goodli- * 11 
neſs, convenience hath fo inveagled our: 

fancy, that we have an exceeding eſteem ne 

thereof, and a greedy appetite thereto; tl 

that we enjoy it with huge content, and.” al 

cannot part from it without much re-7: 8 

gret ; that thing doth at preſent take up}; 2 

God's place within us ; ſo that our heanf” o! 

is uncapable, at leaſt in due meaſure, ol} W 

divine love: but it we be indifterently?” 15 

affected toward all ſuch things, and are? 
unconcerned in the preſence or abſence#? of 
of them; eſteeming them as they are7 ol 
mean and vain; loving them as they de. 3 OL 


ſerve, as inferiour and trivial ; if ( accor-* {e] 
F Cor. 7. 3t. ding to Saint Paul's direftion) we. uſe-.; W 
them as if we uſed them not ; *tis another. © tic 
good ſtep toward the love of God : the® 
divine light will ſhine more brightly in- /# 
to ſo calm and ſerene a medium : a ſouls 4 
void of other affections, will not be one--; 9% 
ly more capable to receive, but apt to? M 
ſuck in that heavenly one ; being infer; it 


£ 


b 
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the ſible, in any conſiderable degree, . of atl 
zen 4} other comforts and complacencies, we 
ly. ſhall be apt to ſearch alter, and reacii 
25.2 out at that, which alone can fatisfie our 
zur. underſtanding, and fatiate out defircs; 
- if. eſpecially if we add hercto, 
its. 3- Thefreeing of our heafts alſo from 
dlj-. ; iImmoderate aftection to our ſelves (J 
2url.4 Mean not {fom a ſober deſire or an ear- 
em+. neſt regard to our own true good ; for 
to; | this as nature enforces to, 10 all reafort 
nd. allows, and even God's command obli- 
re geth us to ; nor can it be exceſſive ; but 
up? a high conceit of our ſelves as worthy 
art or able, a high confidence in any thing 
ol} we have within us or about us) tor this 
tly;7 15 a very ſtrong bar againſt the entrance, 
areas of all other charity, fo eſpecially 
ace:2 of this : for as the love of an external 
:; object doth thruſt, as it were, our ſoul 
de. $ outwards towards it ; fo the love of out 
or. © ſelves detains it within, or draws it in- 
uſe. wards ; and conſequently thefe inclina- 
her. + tions croſſing each other cannot both 
the © have effect, but one will ſubdue and de- 
in. }ſtroy the other. If our mind be— 1p/a 
oul- ſuis contenta bonis — ſatisfied with her 
ne-.; 9w# (taking them for her own) endovw- 
to 7 ments, abilities; or fancicd pertections ; 
en; X we imagine our ſelves wife enough to 
=E perceive, 


Cad 
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perceive, good enough to chuſe, reſolute” "d 
enough to undertake, ſtrong enough to; 
atchieve , conſtant enough to purſue® 
whatever is conducible to our real hap. ? 
: To 28 %m pineſs and beſt content ; we ſhall not® 1 
6, *_ care togo farther; we will not be at the” xj 
wg w4- trouble to ſearch abroad for that, which'? ar 
7w; Te, in our opinion, we can fo readily find, fa 
wor. Epia, 10 eafily enjoy at home. If we ſo ad; 
I. 9+ mire and dote upon our ſelves, we there? | 
by put our ſelves into God's ſtead, and! o 
uſurp the throne due to him in ow?! ge 
hearts ; comparing our ſelves to Godz: cc 
and in effect preferring our ſelves befor: 


him ; thereby conſequently ſhutting ou? 


"%E. 
NF £2 
F00h 
T3002 

Þ 


that unparallel'd eſteem, that predomiy? ex 
nant affection we owe to him : whil* us 


we are buſie in dreſſing and decking, u# 
courting and worſhipping this Idol 7 
our fancy, we ſhall be eſtranged fron} ax 
the true object of our devotion ; botk] W 
we ſhall willingly negle& him, and It” tis 
in juſt indignation wall deſert us. But} pe 
if as all other things, ſo even our ſelve.” pc 
do appear exceedingly vile and contemp--! je: 
tible, foul and ugly in compariſon tt © ta 
God ; [It we Zake our ſelves to be (% to 
Gal. 6. 3- truly we are) meer »othings, or ſome; us 
things worſe ; not onely deſtitute of al? er 
conkliderable pertections, but tull of great? 
detects; 
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ute”? defefts ; blind and fond in our conceits, 
crooked and perverſe in our wills, infirm 
*Z and unſtable in all our powers, unable 
p27 to diſcern, unwilling to embrace, back- 
ne?” ward to ſet upon, inconſtant in profecu- 
the” ring thoſe things, which are truly good 
ich? and advantagious to us ;- If we have, I 
nd} fay, this right opinion and judgment of 
ad. our felves, ſeeing within us nothing love- 
ere”? ly or deſirable, no proper object there of 
anc: our eſteem or affection, no bottom to 
our} reſt our mind upon, no ground of ſolid 
od, comfort at home, we ſhall then be apt 
ot?! to look abroad, to direct our eyes, and 
= ſettle our affections upon ſomewhat more 
= excellent in it ſelf, or more beneficial to 
#2 us, that ſeems better to deſerve our re- 
** gard, and more able to ſupply our de- 
* tes. And if all other things about us 
21 appear alike deformed and deficient (un- 
ot} worthy our affection and unable to fa- 
he” tisfie our deſires) then may we be dif- 
But; poſed to ſeek, to find, to faſten and re- 
ve.” poſe our foul upon the onely proper ob- 
nNp-- je& of our love; in whom we ſhall ob- 
to | rain all that we need, infallible wifedom 
( © to guide us, omnipotent ſtrength to help 
ne-,; us, infinite goodneſs for us to admire and 
all? enjoy. 
cal} ' Theſe are the chief Obſtacles, the te- 
15; D 2 moving 
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moving, of which conduce to the beget- 
ting and increaſing the love of God in us, 


A 1oul ſo cleanſed from love to bad and = 


filthy things, ſo emptied of affeftion to 


vain and unprofitable things, ſo opened Z 
and dilated by excluding all conceit of, 
all confidence in its ſelf, is a veſſel Een El 
per for the divine love to be infuſed in-Þ 
to; into ſo large and pure a vacuity (as 
finer ſubſtances are - to flow of them. 
ſelves into ſpaces void of groſler matter) 
that free and movable Spirit of divine 
grace will be ready to ſucceed, and there # 
in to diſperſe it ſelf. As all other things 
in nature, the cloggs being removed 
which hinder them, do preſently tend | 
with all their force to the place of their # 
reſt and well being ; fo would, it ſeems, 
our ſouls being looſed from baſer affe&t;-Þ 
ons obſtructing them, willingly incline # 
toward God, the natural centre (as it | 
were) and boſome of their affection ; ® 
would reſume (as Origen ſpeaks) that | 


* 


vatural philtre (that intrinſick ſpring, 7 
or incentive of love) which all creatures ® 
have toward their creatour ; eſpecially, ® 
if to theſe we add thoſe poſitive Inſtru- # 
ments, whieh are more immediately and # 
directly ſubſervient to the production of 
this love; they are theſe ; : | 


x. 'Atten- 7 
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1. Attentive conſideration of the di- 
vine Perfeftions, with endeavour to ob- 
Z- tain a right and clear apprehenſion of 
Z them. | | 

2. The conſideration of God's Works 
and Actions: his works and actions of 
nature, of providence, of grace. 

3. Serious regard and reflection upon 
the peculiar Benefits by the divine Good- 
neſs vouchſafed to our ſelves. 

” 4 An earneſt reſolution and endea- 
 vour to perform God's Commandments, 


'& although upon inferiour conſiderations of 


| reaſon; upon hope, fear, deſire to attain 
| the benefits of Obedience, to ſhun the 
E miſchiefs from Sin. . 

E 5. AfſiduousPrayerto Almighty God, 


> that he in mercy would pleaſe to beſtow 
".® his love upon us, and by Is Grace to 
. | work it in us. 


'®Z But I muſt forbear the proſecution of 

= theſe things, rather than farther treſpaſs 
> upon your patience. Let us conclude 
= all with a good Co/ett, ſometimes uſed 
# by our Church: 


© Lord, who haſt taught us, that all 
our doings without charity are nothing 
worth, ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour in- 
jo our hearts that moſt excellent gift of 

D 3 charity, 
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charity, the very bond of peace and of all © 
vertues, without which whoſoever liveth*; | 
zs counted dead before thee z Grant thi, * 4 
for thine onely Son Feſus Chriſt his ſakt.” 
Amen, SE Gr 
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[ MATT. 22. 37. 
| Fi Feſas ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt love the 
| Lord thy God with all thy heart. 


Hich is the great Command. 
ment? was the queſtion, in 
E anſwer whereto our Saviour 
£ returns this Text ; and that with high- 


N 
3s 
29 


-® eſt reaſon (diſcernible by every man) 
L .2 tor that of neceſlity the love of God is 
C” the principal _ we owe unto him ; 
., the great duty indeed, as being largeſt in 

- extent, and comprehending in a manner 

- all other duties of piety ; as that which 

- exceeds in proper worth and dignity 
> (employing the nobleſt faculties of our 

= fouls in their beſt operations upon the 
= moſt excellent objett) as that, which 
+ communicates vertue unto, and hath 

: a ſpecial influence upon all other duties; 
= in fine, as that, which is the ſum, the 
| D 4 fqul 
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ſoul, the ſpring of all other duties : in. 
diſcourſing whereupon, T did: formerly: * 
propound this method ; fr/?, to declare; 
the nature thereof; they, to ſhew ſome 
means apt to beget and improve that?” 
excellent vertue in us; | /aftly, to pro. 
poſe ſome inducements to the practice. 
thereof. | L 
The /r/# part T endeavoured to per-j 
form, by deſeribing it according to its 
cfſcntial properties: (common to love in}. 
general, ave more particularly to this): 
of duly eſteeming God, of defiring (ac-/; 
cording as we are capable) to poſlets and 
enjoy him, .of receiving delight and fa-# 
risfaction in the enjoyment of him, of 
tecling diſpleaſure in being deprived 
hereot, of bearing good will unto him, &# 


expreſſed by endeavours to pleaſe him, 7 


Ly ' 


by delighting in the advancement of his? 
glory, by grieving when he is diſſerved! 
or dithonoured. 

The next part I alſo entred upon, and 
oitcred to conſideration - thoſe means, 
which ſerve chiefly to remove the im- 
pedunents of ' our love to God ; which 
were, | rl! 
1. The ſuppreſſing all affections oppo- & 
ſite to this ; all perverſe and corrupt, all 
unrighteous and unholy deſires. 1 
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2. The reſtraining or keeping within 
bounds of moderation our affections to- 
ward other things, even in their nature 
innocent or indifferent. | 

3. The freeing our hearts from immo- 
derate affection toward our ſelves ; from 
all canceit of, and confidence in any 
qualities or abilities of our own; the di- 
ligent uſe of which means I did ſuppoſe 
would conduce much to the production 
and increaſe of divine love within us. 

To them T ſhall now proceed to ſub- 

Join other Inſtruments more ummediate- 
ly and directly ſubſervient to the fame 
purpoſe : whereof the jr/# is, 

1. Attentive conſideration upon the Kaas Z g 
divine Perte&tions, with endeavour to _— 
obtain a right and clear apprehenſion of uu «x: 7 
them : as counterfeit worth and beauty £25, i 

« x PELTAT10 
receive advantage by diſtance and dark- ,,z7, zy- 
neſs; ſo real excellency —f propius ftes 3iverw. Bal. 
Te capiet magis — the greater light you o#g _— 
view 1t in, the nearer you approach it, 
the more ſtrictly you examine it , the 
more you will approve and like it ; fo 
the more we think of God, the better we 
know him, the fuller and clearer con- 
ceptions we have of him, the more we 
ſhall be apt to eſteem and defire him, 
the more excellent in himſelf, the more 
| | benefi- 


.. 
Le. 
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beneficial to us he will appear. Hence 
is the knowkdge of God repreſented in | 
holy Writ not onely as a main inſtru- #7 
ment of Religion, but as an eſſential # 
bogs 2.2% character thereof; as equivalent to the i! 
o. 16, being well aftected toward God: O con- |: 
Ia. 5.13 tine (faith the Pſalmiſt) thy loving |: 


Hola. ro. Kindneſs unto them that know thee ; that | 
Joh. 37. 3- is, to all religious people. And , 7his 
Jer - bn _ (faith our Saviour) is life eternal, to |: 
2 Cor. 10. 5. know thee the onely true God, and Jeſus \ 


Fas 


Ie. 1.3- Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent ; knowledge | 
Jer. 19. 3, + : : pa 
30.25 Of them implying all good affections to- !” 
x Theſl. 4- 5- ward them : as on the other ſide, igno- Þ 
rance of God denotes diſafte&tion or | 
x Sam. 2.12 want of affection toward God : Now | 
the ſens of Eli (tis ſaid) were ſons ef 0 
Belial, they knew not the Lord : And, & 
z Joh. 4.8. Ze that loveth not (faith Saint John ) © 
doth not know God ; the want of love to 
God is an evident ſign, a natural effect *: 
of ignoranceconcerning him: indeed con- |” 
fidering the nature of our mind, and its 
ordinary method of operation, it ſeems 


F 


impoſſible, that fuch perfection diſcerned 
ſhould not beger anſwerable reverence |: 
and affection thereto : if beautifull ſpec- 7 
tacles, harmonious ſounds, fragrant o- & 
dours, delicate favours do neceſſarily 7 
and certainly pleaſe the reſpettiye ſenſes; ' 


why 
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why ſhould not with the like ſure effi- 
cacy the proper objects of our mind af- 
fect it, if duly repreſented and conveyed 
thereto 2 If the wit of the moſt ingeni- 
ous Artiſts, the cunning of the deepeſt 


Politicians, the wiſedom of the fageſt 


Philoſophers are but meer blindneſs and 
ſtupidity in compariſon to the wiſedom 
of God ; the loweſt inſtance or expreſ- 
ſion of whoſe wiſedom (his > wwpoy, 
his folly, as Saint Paul ſpeaks) i wiſer 
than men, doth excell the reſults of man's 
higheſt wiſedom ; yet them we admire 
and commend itt men, why then do we 
not much more adore the divine wiſe- 
dome ? If the abilities of them, who 
dexterouſly manage great buſineſs, or 
atchieve proſperouſly great exploits are 
indeed meer impotency in regard to 
God's power 5; whoſe weakneſſe (that 
is, the ſmalleſt effets of whoſe power ) 
(as Saint Pazl again tells us) /?ron- 
ger thay men, ſurpaſſes the utmoſt re- 
ſults of humane endeavour ; yet thoſe 
thmps in men we extol and celebrate, 
how can we then forbear to reve- 
retice the divine power ? If the dil- 
penſers of freeſt and largeſt boun- 


1 Cor. I. 2%; 


ty among men, the nobleit patriots, 


the moſt munificent benetaCtours, the 
molt 
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108 
4: 
bk 

4 


moſt tenderly affectionate: friends be in | : 


reſpe&t of God unworthy to be counted *# 
or called good (as our Saviour tells us; 7 


If ye being bad know to give good things; © 


and, There is none good, but God; ) yet 


paying the like meaſure of affection and '” 


reſpect to the divine goodneſs ? it good 
qualities ſo inferiour and deteCtive ob- 
tain ſo much from us, whence comes it 


that the infinitely ſuperiour and moſt |: 


perfect excellencies of God do not beget 
in their proportion a ſutable regard and 
vencration 1n us toward him 2 whence, 


if not either from our not firmly belie- | 
ving them, or not rightly apprehending #: 


them , or not attentiyely conſidering 
them 2 Our belief of them 1n graſs and 
at large we may ſuppoſe, as connected 


with the belief of God's exiſtence, and © 
included in the very notion of God ; the : 
defect therefore muſt proceed from the ' 


remaining cauſes, want of a right 
apprehenſion, or negle& af attentive 
conſideration abqut them : as to the firſt 
of theſe ; it is common for men to have 
confuſed, imperfect and wrong concep- 
f1ons about the Divine Attributes, eſpe- 
gtajly in the receſſes of their mind ; 

| which 


Wh 


00 
ſuch perſons are much beloved and ap- 
plauded ; how then can we abſtain from *: 


faces! 
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which although they ſpare to utter with 

their mouths, yet they vent in their prac- 

tice: if we, tor inſtance, imagine that 

we can comprehend the extent of God's 

deſigns, or ftathome the depth of his coun- 

ſels; if we meaſure and model his rea- 

ſons of proceeding according to our tancy 

( as if his thoughts were as our thoughts, Wa. 55.8. 
and his ways as our ways; or, as if he pen 107; 
did ſee as man ſees ) it we can leſs our Pial. 81. 12. 
ſelves in following our own imaginations, 
counſels and devices although repugnant 3. 6: 

to the reſolutions of divine wiſedom ; &. 18: 12: 
taking theſe not to befit, or not to con- 8, 12. 
cern us, as we find many 1n the Scrip- Pal 73-11- 
ture reproved for doing ; we greatly 7 7 54# 
miſtake and undervalue that glorious 
Attribute of God ( his Wiſedom ) and 


' no wonder then, it we do not upon ac- 


compt thereof duly reverence and love 
God : likewiſe if we concerning the di- 
vine Power conceit , that notwithſtan- 

a e \n, © Job9.4 
ding it, we ſhall be able to accompliſh 14. ;5. g. 
our unlawtull deſigns ; that we may (as md $08 
it is in * Job) harden our hearts againſt Dew 20 te 
him and proſper ; that we can any wile Dan. s. 23. 
either withſtand , or evade his power 147% 9.2 
(as allo many are intimated to doe, in Jer. 16. 15. 
Scripture ; even generally all thoſe who Ne: 25-29- 

5 | umb.14.41- 
dare preſumptuouſly to offend God) we 2 chr.r2-12. 


allo 
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alſo miſconceive of that excellent Attri. |: fe 
bute ; and the contempt of God, rather | fe 
then love of him will thence ariſe. If 7 
concerning the divine goodneſs and holi. #7 
neſs, we imagine that God is diſafteted # 
toward his Creatures (antecedently to 7: 
all demerits, or bad qualifications in 
them) yea indifferent in afteCtion to- #7 
ward them; inclinable todo them harm, 7 
or not propenſe to do them good ; if 
we deem him apt to be harſh and rigo-} 
rous in his proceedings, to exact pertor- | 
mances unſutable to the ſtrength he hath 7 
given us, to impoſe burthens intolerable 
upon us ; will not ſuch thoughts be apt * 
to breed in us toward God (as they #; 
would toward any other perſon fo dif- 
poſed ) rather a ſervile dread ( little dif- 
terent from downright hatred) or an | 
hoſtile averſation, than a genuine reve- 
rence or a kindly affe&tion toward him 2 
If we fancy him, like to pettiſh man, #* 
apt to be diſpleaſed without cauſe, or '* 
beyond meaſure , for our doing ſome- | 0! 
what innocent (neither bad in it ſelf, 77 ® 
nor prejudicial to publick or private 


good) or for our omitting that, which & hb 


ns 


no law, no good reaſon plainly requires | 
of us; what will. ſuch thoughts but © 4 
fowre our ſpirits toward him, 


make us |; E: 
TH 
fearfull > 
= 


£84 
ry 
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2 ſort of diſpoſitions are inconſiſtent with 
2 true love? Ifon the other ſide, we judge 


; & him fond and partial in his affe&ions ; 


= or ſlack and caſie (as it were) in his 


: proceedings; apt to favour us, although 


Fo; we neglect him ; to indulge us in our 
2 ſins, or connive at our miſcarriages ; 
> will not ſuch thoughts rather incline us 

iff; in our hearts to ſlight him, and in our 


- actions inſolently to dally with him, 
= than heartily and humbly to love him? 
h if we conceit his favour procured, or 
le 3: his anger appeaſed by perty obſcrvances, 
= perhaps without any good rule or rea- 


y © ſon affefted by our ſelves, when we 


= neglect duties of greater worth and con- 
© ſequence ( the more weighty matters of 


= the Law ); what is this but in ſtead of 
God to reverence an Idol of our own 
© fancy; to yield unto him (who is one- 


* ly pleaſed with holy diſpoſitions of mind, 
2 with real effetts of goodneſs) not duties 
- of humble love, bur atts of preſumption 
= and fllattery? But if contrariwiſe, we 
= truly conceive of God's wiſedom, that 
Is counſels are always throughly good, 
and that we are concerned both in duty 
and intereſt to follow them, although 
exceeding the reach of our py 

. g , 
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ding, or contrary to the ſuggeſtions of” 


js 


our fancy ; concerning his power, that ©} 
it will certainly interpoſe it ſelf to the 7 


hindrance of our bad projects, that it iz 
will be in vain to conteſt therewith, *: 
that we muſt ſubmit unto, or ſhall be” 
cruſhed by his hand ; concerning his? 
goodneſs, that as he is infinitely good * 
and benign, ſo he is alſo perte&tly holy ix 
and pure; as he wiſheth us all good, and} 
is ready to promote it, ſo he deteſteth}” 
our ſins, nor will ſuffer us to doe him-#: 
ſelf, our ſelves and our neighbour any” 
wrong; as moſt bountifull in diſpenſing 


: 


S 
o £2 
pe 


his favours, ſo not prodigal of them, or 
apt to caſt them away on ſuch as little # 
value them, and do not endeavour to 
anſwer them ; as a faithtull rewarder off 
all true vertue and piety, fo a ſevere 
chaſtiſer of all iniquity and profaneneſs; # 
as full of mercy and pity toward them, E. 
who are ſenſible of their unworthineſs, ** 
and peniterit for their taults, ſo an impla- 
cable avenger of obſtinateand incorrigible |: 


wickedneſs; in fine, as a true friend to us, |: - 
if we be not wiltull enemies to him ; and *: 


deſirous of our welfare, if we do not | 
perverſly render our ſelves incapable 
thereof, ſo withall jealous of his own 
honour, reſolute to maintain and vindt 

| | cate 


IS, 
oh . 
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> eatehis juſt authority; cirefullto uphold 
2: the intereſts of right and truth, and to 


© 2 ſhew the diſtinftion he makes between 


good and evil; if we have, I fay, ſuch 


1% conceptions:of God (agreeable to what 
©: his word and his doings repreſent him to 


= us) how can we otherwiſe than bear a 


> molt high reſpect, a moſt great affection 
* unto him? ' A Prince ſurely endewed 


| with ſuch qualities ; wiſe and powertull, 
=: good and juſt together; tendering the 
> good of his people, yet preſerving the 
© torce of his Laws; detigning always 


© what is beſt, and conſtantly purſuing 


Z his good intentions ; tempering bounty 
= and clemency with needfull juſtice and 
= ſeverity; we ſhould all commend and 
& extol as worthy of moſt afteCtionate ve- 


7 neration ; how much more then ſhall we 


> be ſoaffetted toward him, in whom we 


: ; apprehend all thoſe excellencics to con- 


”” cur without any imperfection or allay ? 
= eſpecially if by attention we impreſs 
-? thoſe conceptions upon our hearts; tor 
-: how true and proper ſoever, it they be 
--  onely flight and tranſient; they may nor 
ſuffice to this intent ; if they paſs away 
as a flaſh, they wyll not be able to kindle 
in us any ſtrong kttection. But if ſuch 
abſtracted contideration - of the divine 

E per- 
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of grace ; the 
theſe will be apt to breed, to nouriſh? 
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perfe&tions will not alone wholly avail, E; 


fa 
let us add hereto as a farther help to." fix 
ward the produCtion and'encreaſe of ths? 


divine grace in us, A 


fo 
2. The conſideration of God's Works} ca 
and ACtions ; his works of nature, hit wi 
acts of providence, his works and a&7. 


carefull meditating upon; bg 


54) 


U, 
to improve and augment this afte&tion?% fo 
Even the contemplation of the lowef3.0. 
works of nature, of this viſible frame of? 
things (upon which indeed many -per# 
ſpicuous + Pw of divine perfection}? zh 
of immenſe power, of admirable wiſe?” 
dom, of abundant goodneſs are engraj# 
ven) hath in many minds excited a very} pe 
tbgh degree of reverence and good at tal 
fection toward God : the devouteſt per? ki 
ſons (the holy Pſalmi/ts particularly}* w: 
we may obſerve frequent in this pra&tice} co 
enflaming their hearts with love, and of 
elevating them in reverence toward God®? as 
by ſurveying the common works of God, bo 
by viewing and conſidering the magnif” eo 


F The Second Sermon. 
ail”; fanilias hath provided for the neceſfary 
to.) ſuſtenance, for the convenience, for the 
hs: defence, for the relief, for the delight and 


Fes. d 
= fatisfaction of his creatures : even jn the 
= contemplation of theſe things being ra- 
= viſhed with admiration and affcction, 
> how often do they thus exelaym : O Lord 
0085 How manifold are thy works, in wiſedom 
1h, hat thou' made them all. The earth is 
ons fall of the goodneſs of the Lord ; the earth 
1.0. Lord is ol of thy mercy ! Great is our 
= Lord, and of great power ; his under/tan- 
1 ding is infinite ; All thy works ſhall praiſe 
on? thee, O Lord; With ſuch reflections, 1 
© ſay, upon thoſe common, yet admirable, 
> and excellent works of God (which we 
19 perhaps with a regardleſs eye unprofi- 
a9 tably paſs over) did thoſe good meri 
FI kindle, and foment pious affections to- 
y13 ward God. The ſame effect may allo the 
ct} conſidering the very commonproceedings 
nc of divine providence beget un us ; ſuch 
0%? as are diſcermble to every attentive mind 
x, both from hiſtory and daily experience ; 
i6- .conſidering God's admirable condeſcen- 
or ſion in regarding and ordering humane 
on. affairs both for common benefit -and for 
- .reliefof particular neceſlities, his ſupply- 
uv ang; the general needs of men, reheving 
-: -the poor, ſuccouring the weak and help- 
E 2 le, 


= 


ta2y 
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leſs, proteQting and vindicating the op.7; ſo 
preſſed, his ſeaſonable encouraging ant m 
rewarding, the good , reſtraining ani? ce 
chaſtiſing the bad : Even fuch obſeryu# m 
tions are productive of love to God wi be 
thoſe, who, according to that duty it ne 

ia. 5.12- timated by the Prophet, do-regard thi hi 

« 28. 5» = 

107. 43- works of the Lord,” and confider the op; tec 

64. 9. 111-2» rations of his hands ; They who are wifi; po 

Sg and will obſerve theſe things, they (4 the 
the Pſalmiſt tells) /haZ wnderſtand thi de: 
loving kindneſs of the Lord; underſtanf7 us, 
it practically , fo. as to be duly affect an 
thereby ; and ſo accordingly we fin th 
the conſideration of theſe things applic lg 
by the great guides and patterns of ouf cat 
devotion. But eſpecially the ſtudy an ha! 
contemplation of thoſe more high ang inc 
rare proceedings of God, in managing 1s 
his gracious deſign of our Redemption? mc 
from ſin and miſery, wherein a wie? val 
dom fo unſearchable and a goodneſs 127 pal 
aſtoniſhing declare themſelves, are moſ®* inf 
proper and effe&tual means of begetting? fio 
divine love: it the conſideration of Gadi* tio 
eternal care for our welfare, of his de of * 
ſcending to the loweſt condition for our; wi 
ſake, of his willingly undertaking and* th 
patiently undergoing all kinds of incon-* 
venience, of diſgrace, of bitter pain and? lia1 

| ſorrow + 
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0p-; ſorrow for us; of his freely offering us. 
ant mercy, and earneſtly wooing us to re- 
an ceive it, even when offenders, when ene- 
rv mies, when rebels. againſt him; of his 
1 ns bearing with exceeding patience all our 
in negletts of him, all our injuries towards 
th; him ; of his preparing a treaſure of per- 
083% fect and endleſs bliſs, and uſing all means 
ii; poſſible to bring us unto the poſſeſſion 
(4% thereof; if, Iſay, conſidering thoſe won- 
tg derfull ſtreins of goodneſs will not affect 
an us, what can doit 2 How miſerably cold 
te and. damp muſt our affections be, if all 
ings thoſe powerfull rays (fo full of heavenly 
leg? light and heat) ſhining through our minds 
ous; cannot enflame them ? how ——_ 
ing; hard and tough muſt our hearts be, if ſuch 

10 incentives cannot ſoften and melt them 2 
in is it not an apathy more than Stoical, 

10027 more than ſtony, which can ſtand immo- 

iſe? vable before ſo mighty inducements to 

{= paſſion ? is it not a horridly prodigious 

of? inſenſibility to think upon ſuch expreſ- 

ng 7 ſions of kindneſs without feeling affec- 

d;7 tion reciprocal? But if the conſideration 

de of God's general and publick beneficence 

ur! will not touch us ſufficiently ; let us far- 

nd* ther hereto adjoin 

- 3. Serious refle&tions upon the pecu- 

nd; liar (perſonal or priyate) benefits by the 

W- E 3 diyine 
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ſelves. There is, 1 ſuppoſe, ſcarce any? 
fan, who may not, if he be not very; 
ſtupid ard regardleſs, have obſerved (tf 7/ 
ſide the corhmon effe&ts of God's univeti yy 
== (17 
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w.7 help; and it is as natural for God to re- 
= gard the needs, to hearken to the crys, 
ery, tofatisfic the deſires of ſuch perſons (tor, 
bet” 
( = he openeth his hand, and ſatufieth the de- 
= fire of every living thing : He will be a 
7 refuge to the oppreſſed, a refuge in times 
7 of trouble : He ſatisfieth the longing ſoul, 


U ws -, | : 
no and filleth the hungry ſoul with goodneſs - 


-ar! They that ſeek the Lord, ſhall not want 


The Lord is nigh to.all that call upon him ; Plal. 145.16, 


an? any good thing : Look at the generations Ecclus. 2.10. 


oth of old and ſee : did ever any truſt in the 

9 Lord and was forſaken 2 or whom did he 
ſex} ever deſpiſe that called upon him ? This 
i poor man (this, and that, any poor man) 
# cryed, and the Lord heard him, and ſa- 
ij ved him out of all his troubles) ſince 
im then, no man in all likelihood hath not 
= fome occaſion of God's eſpectal tavour 
and affiſtance, and God 1s always fo 
ready to afford them, we may reaſo- 
= nably preſume that every man doth 
= fometime receive them, and is thereby 
7 obliged to return a gratefull affection to 
=; him, not onely as to a common bene- 
= factour,but as to his particular friend and 
; patron. However there is none of us, 
who may not perceive himſelf ſingular- 
= Iy indebted to God's patience in forbea- 
ne} FIng to punith hum, to his mercy in par- 
4 ; E 4 doning 
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'  doning and palſling over innumerable of N 
tences committed againſt him : the re: 7 d; 
Luk. 7. 47- nowned Penitent in the Goſpel did /ove &} he 
| much, becauſe much was forgiven ber; 1 
And who is there of ns, that hath not # 
the ſame reaſon to love much ? who is #7 
there that, at leaſt according to God's |} ot 
inclination and intention, hath not had 7 
much forgiven him 2 whom have not 
Rom. 2. 4 the riches of divine goodneſs and long-ſuffe-} 
ring attended upon 7n order to his repen- 
tance 2 who hath not been in fo great 
degree ingratefull, unfruitfull and im-F 
profitable, that he hath not abundant 
Luk. 17. 10. reaſon to acknowledge God's eſpecial 
Pal. 130. 3- grace in bearing with him; and to con-Þ 
Gen. 32. 10. tels with Facob, that he 1s /efſe than the 
Ie leaſt of all God's mercies ? if any ſuch Þ 
there were, he ſhould have no leſs cauſe F 
to be affetted with the abundance of 
that grace, which fo preſerved him from | 
fins and provocations. For it we ſtand, 
Pal. 37- 23+ it is he that wpholdeth us ; if we fall, it 7 
225% Te > : 2 . * 1 
* is he that razſeth we; it is his eſpecial !* 4 
favour that either we avoid ſin, or ſin- 7 I 
ning eſcape puniſhment. Now then God |! N 
having by many real evidences declared | 
ſach particular affection toward us, can * 
we -coniidering thereon do otherwiſe 
than fay to aur ſelves, after Saint John, © 
wh | . Nog 
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Nos ergo diligamus Deum, quontam prior 


- = dilexit nos, Let us therefore Jove God, 1 Joh. 4- 194 
ve 7 becauſe God firſt loved us; ſurely in all 


;E ingenuity, according to all equity, we 
© are bound to do ſo; the reaſon and na- 
is 27 ture of things doth require it of us: all 
= other loves (even thoſe of the baſer ſort) 
> areable to propagate themſelves; (to con- "E9 2% 


J Thu Xs 


t 7 tinue and enlarge their kind) are com: ?, 7% 


| monly fruittull, and effeCtual in producing «ds. Soph. 


.F their like; how ſtrangely then unnatural 


= and monſtrous is it, that this love onely 

.| (this ſo vigorous and perfeCt love) ſhould 

© bebarren and impotent as it were? /f you 

= love thoſe that love you (faith our Saviour) Matt. 5. 45, 
| what reward have you? (what reward can 

E you pretend to for ſo common, ſo neceſia- 

= ry aperformance) do yot even the publicans 

” doe the ſame? (the Publicans, men not 

= uſually of the- beſt natures, or tendereſt 

© hearts, yet they do thus) And (again faith Luk. 6. 32. 
he) /f you love theſe who love you, what | 


t © thank s it, for even ſinners love thoſe that 


$2} 
s 


= le them? ({inners, men not led by con- 
® ſcience of duty, or regard to reaſon, but 
” hurried, with a kind of blind and violent 
> force,by inſtin& of nature, do ſo much, 
| = goſofar) If thus men, both by natureand 
= cuſtom moſt untra&able, the leaſt gui- 


ded by rules of right, of reaſan, of inge- 
nulty ; 


59 Zbe. Second Sermon. S 


- men, buvicven the moſt favage beaſts are] 
ſenſible of courteſies, return a kind of: } 
affection unto. them who make much of}: 
then and do. them good, what temper | 
are we of, if all that bounty we expe 
rience cannot move us; if God's daily} 

Plat. 68. 19. Joading us with his benefits, if his crow.\ 
10314 ming us with leviug-hindneſs and tender 


Ezck 34-26. werczes, if all thoſe ſhowres of bleſſings, B 
which he continually poureth downf: 


upomour heads doth not uce ſome} 

good degree of correfpondent aftetion} 

in us? It cannot ſurely proceed altoge.Þ#: 

ther from a wretched baſenefs of diſpo- 

tition, that we are fo cold and indiffe 

rent jn our affection toward God, or are# 
tometimes ſo averſe from loving him; 

ir muſt rather in great part come from? 

our not obſerving Sh , not frequent 

 Iy calling to mind, not earneſtly conſi-Þ: 

dering what God hath done for us, how} 
exceedingly we ſtand obliged to his!” 
goodneſs, from our following that unto-* 

ward generation of men, who were not: 

Nh. 9.17. (*tis ſaid) mindful of the wonders which 
Pate 7%: 12 God did among them ; who remembred|\. 
42. g them ; who remembrea\. 

wot his hand, nor the day that he delive 

Ss 6 red them ; rather following, I fay, ſuch Y 
25. 4. carcleſs and heartleſs people (fo they are®: 
termed) 


—_— 
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termed) than imitating that- excellent 
Perſon's diſcretion, who conſtantly did 


| fet God's loving-kindueſs before his eyes, Plal. 26. 3, 


who frequently did thus raife his mind 


and rouſe up his affe&ions; Bleſs the pal. 103, 


Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within 
me bleſs his holy name ; Bleſs the Lord, 
O my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits, 
who forgiveth all thine iniquities and 
healeth all thy diſeaſes, &c. It is not for 
want of the ſike experience, or the like 
obligation, but for want of the fame 
wiſedom, of the fame care, of the ſame 
honeſt conſideration and diligence, that 
we do not the like. 
To theſe means I add that, 

4. A ſpecial help to breed in us this 
holy diſpoſition of ſoul will be the ſer- 
ting our ſelves in good carneſt, with a 
Itrong and conſtant reſolution, to endea- 
vour the of ye of all our duty to- 
ward God, and keeping his command- 
ments although upon interiour conſidera- 
tions of reaſon, ſuch as we are capable 
of applying to this purpoſe ; regards of 
fear, of hope, of defire to avoid the miſ- 
chiefs ariſing from ſin, or attaining the 
benefits enſuing upon vertue. It we 
cannot immediately raiſe our hearts to 
that higher pitch of aCting from that 

FS: | nobler 


69 


* 


% 
A 
»*- 
# - @ 


The:-Second. Serman. 


nobler principle of love,. let us however /* 
apply that. we can reach: unto praQtice, !* 
-; ftriving.as-we'are able to:perform what = 
God requires of us ; exercifing our ſelves 


; as to material acts, in keeping a conſci- 
ence void of-offence toward God and to- © 


Bear! 


ward man; the doing which as it may 


in time, diſcover the excellency of good: 7 
neſs to-our. mind, fo it: will by degrees |: 
reconcile our afteCtions. thereto ; then | 
by God's bleſſing (who graciouſly re- #: 
_ gards the meanelt endeavours toward | 
Ta. 42. Is good ; who deſpiſeth aot the day of ſmall bo 
Zech. 4. 10. things; Who will not quench the ſmoaking | 
flax nor break the bruiſed reed ) from 
doing good out of a ſober regard to our |. 
own weltare, we ſhall come to like it in | 
it felf, and conſequently to love him, un- 
to whoſe nature and to whoſe will it & 
renders us conformable : for as doing ill | 


breeds a diſlike to goodneſs, and an aver- 
fion from him, who himſelf is full 
thereof, and who rigorouſly exacts it of 
us ; as bad conſcience remoyes expeCta- 
tion of good from God, and begets a ſuf: 
picion of evil from him, conſequently 
{tifling all kindneſs toward him ; fo do- 
ing well, we ſhall become acquainted 
with it, and friends thereto; a hearty 


thereot 


approbation , eltcem and good liking | 
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The Second Sermon. 
thereof witteaſue; finding by experience, 
” that indeed the:ways of wiſedom, ver- 
> tus, and. piety are'pleafantneſs; *and all 
* her paths are peace ; that the fruits of 
conſcientious practice are health to our 
body, and to our ſoul, fecurity to our 
eſtate, and to» our reputation; reſt in our 
mind, and comfort in our -conſ{cience:; 
goodneſs - will become pretious in our 
eyes, and 'he-who commends :1t to us, 
being himſelf eſſential goodneſs, will ap. 
pear moſt ' venerable and moſt amiable, 
we ſhall then become diſpoſed to render 
| him, whatye:perceive he beſt deſerves, 
-: .entire reverence and affection. | 
| 5. But I commend farther, as'a moſt 
neceſſary mean of attaining this diſpoſi- 
tion, aſliduous earneſt prayer unto Gogh, 
that he would in-mercy bettow-1t: on us, 
and by his grace work it un us: which 
practice is indeed doubly. conducible to 
this purpoſe ; both in way of impetrati- 
on, and by real efficacy ; 1t: will not jail 
to obtain it as a'gitt from God; it will 
help to produce it as an inſtrument of 
God's grace. | 

Upon the ff accompt it is abſolutely 
neceſlary ; tor it is from God's free re- 
preſentation. of himfelf as lovely to our 
minds, and:drawing our hearts unto him 

TY (althougl 


B2 "The Second Sermon. K 
(although: ordinarily in. the' uſe of the j7 fi 
means already mentianed,, or ſome like 77 o 
to them) that this affeftion: is kindled; 7 d 
our bare conſideration is too cold, our & n 
rational diſcourſe too faint; we can-|} wv 
not ſufficiently recolle& our wandring 
thoughts, we cannot ſtrongly enough |. 
impreſs thofe proper incentwes of :{ove &} a1 
4upon our hearts (our hearts ſo dampt Þ 'it 


with fenſual deſires, ſo clogg'd and: pe-|* 1c 
iter'd with earthly inclinations) iſp as:to# tz 
kindle 1n our fouls this: holy flame:; jt i -c« 
can onehy be effected by a light ſhining # I 
from God, by ai fire coming from heaven: :h: 
As all others, ſo more eſpecially this | 0 
Queen of graces muſt proceed from the zf 
father of lights, and ger of all good 'Þ! 
.Eifts : he alone, who 1s love, can :be the 5; 
.parentz, of ſo goodly an off-ſpring, can as 
beget this lively image of himſelf within fo 
Gal. $. 22. US: It 1s the principal fruit of God's KL 
 Zoly Spirit, nor can it grow from any tc 
other root than from it; it is calkd the 7 
kom. 1 5. 30. /ove of the _ as its moſt Ggnal and p: 
peculiar effect; in fine, :the love of God | fit 
(as Saint Paul expreſly teaches us) 4 | 
ſhed abroad in our hearts by the Holyl: * 
Spirit given 'unto us; given, but that i - 
- not without asking, without ſeeking ; a *; ' © 
grace 1o excellent, God, NP Bey 3 « 
-' ured, | 
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ſured, will not diſperrſe, a pitt ſo.preri- 
ous he will :not befttow on 'them, who 
do not care to look after it, who will 


| not vouchlſafe to beg it : if we are [not 
© willing to acknowledge our want there- 
Z of; it we-refuſe to expreſs our deſire:of 
it, if we wilbnot ſhew that we :regard 
| and value it, if, when God freely offers 
it, and invites'us to [receive it Che doth 
ſo'by offering his holy Spirit, 'the'toun- Luk. 11. 9, 
Z tain thereof, unto us) we will-not. de- ye. 21.27 
E cently apply our ſelves to:him for-it, 
Z -how-can we-expect to obtain it'? God 
| :hath propounded this condition - (and 'tis 
{ ſarely no :hard, no : grievous : condition) 
” tf iwe ask we. ſhall receive; he hath-ex- 
-preſly promiſed/ that Ze will give his 


Spirit (his 'Spirit of love) :t0 \them who 
ask it ; we may be' therefore-ſure, -per- 


forming'the-condition duly, to obtain'it ; 
F and-as ſure, :negleting that, wedeſerve 
to'go without it. 


Prayer then- 1s upon thi accompt a 
needfull means ; and it 'is-a''very*\pro- 
fitable one upon the*-ſcore-'of -its:own 
immediate-energy- or vertue : for-as by 


-farmiliar- converte (together. with rhe-tle- 


bphlits and! advantages attending thereon) 


- other friendſhips -are' begot and-nournh- 


ed, 10-even-by:that-acquuifitanee,-as it 
; were, 
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The Second Sermon, 


were, with God, which devotion bepets 
by experience therein how ſweet and 
good he is, this affection is produce 


and ſtrengthened. As want of enter 


courſe weakens and diſſolves friendſhip 
ſo if we ſeldom come at God, or litth® 
converſe with him, it is not onely a ſign 
but will be a cauſe of eſtrangement and 
diſaftection toward him: according to th 
nature of the rhing, prayer hath peculiaff 
advantages above other acts of piety, tif 
this effect : therein not onely as in con 
templation the eye of our mind (our nf 


nn ws + 0 tf ko... he 


—* 3M --2 


tellectual part ) 1s directed toward God 
but our affections alſo (the hand of ouf 
ſoul by which we embrace good, :thi# 
teet thereof. by which we purſue it ) an 
drawn out-and fixed upon him ; we no 
onely therein behold his excellencig} 
but in a manner feel' them and enjoj 
them ; - our; hearts alſo being therebſ 
ſoftned and warmed by deſire become? 
more ſuſceÞitive of love. We do in this 
performance of this duty approach na# t 
rer to God, and conſequently God draw! 
nearer- to us (as Saint James aſlures} 
Draw wear, faith he, anto God, and. ki 
will draw near to you ) and thereby wg - 
partake more fully and ſtrongly of hF- £ 
gracious. influences ; therein indeed he 4 
molt 
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Z moſt freely., communicates his grace; 
7 therein he makes us moſt ſenſible of his 
love to us, and thereby difpoſeth us ro 
# love him again: TI add, that true (ter- 
ip: vent and hearty) prayer doth: include, 
Z and ſuppoſe; ſome acts of love, -or ſome 
# near tendencies thereto; whence, as eve- 
© ry habit is corroborated by. acts of its 
Z kind, ſo by this practice divine love will 
ak} be confirmed. and. increaſed..., Theſe are 
© the means; ,'which my meditation did 
& ſuggeſt as conducing to the production 
n& and growth of this moſt excellent grace 
& 1n our ſouls, | | 


TIT. I ſhould laſtly propound ſome In: 

& ducements apt to ſlir us up to the endea- 

| vour of procuring it, and to the exerciſe 

Z thereof; by repreſenting to your conſide- 

io ration the bleſſed fruits and benefits (both 

= by way of natural cauſality and of re- 

£ ward) accruing from it ; as-alſo the wo- 

2 full conſequences and miſchicts ſpringing | 
+ trom the want thereof, How being en- , 
> dewed with it pertec&ts and advances our 

;© nature, rendring it in a manner and de- 

' kf gree divine, by reſemblance to God (who 

& .35, full thereof, ſo full that he is called 

his Love) by approximation, adherence and 

yAion ( in a ſort ) unto him : how it 

F cnanobles 


x Cor. 2. 9. 


Pfal. 145 20+ 


Rom. 8. 28, 
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ennobles us with the moſt: gforious alli: 
ance poſſible, rendring| us the friends and 
favouritesof the Sovereign King and Lord 
of all, brethren of the firft-born, whoſe 


names are Written in heaven ; enriches | 


us with a right and title to. the molt in-{# 
eſtimable treafures (thoſe which eye hath 
ot ſeen, nor ear heard, nor have entred 
into the heart of man to conceive, which 
God hath prepared for them that love 
him ) a ſure poſſeſſion of the ſupreme 
good, of alt that God is able to beſtow, 
all whoſe wifedom and power, whoſe 
counſel and care it eternally engageth| 
for our benefit ; how all ſecurity and 
welfare, all reſt and peace, all joy andſf 
happineſs attend upon it ; for that 7heſ 


Lord preſerveth all them that love him 


(preſerveth them in the enjoyment of all 
good, in ſafety from all-danger and miſ-# 
chief) and that to thoſe who love God al 
things co-operate for their good; how in-F 
comparable a ſweetneſs and delight ac-# 
company the praCtice thereof, tar ſur- 
paſling all other pleaſures ; perfe&tly able | 
to content our minds, to ſuſtain and com- 
fort us even in the want of all other ſa-| 


FE NAN 


tisfactions, yea under the preſſure of | 


whatever moſt grievous afflictions can i 


betall us- How contrariwiſe the want 
| thereot & 
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| thereof will depreſs us into a ſtate of 


greateſt imperfection and baſenels, ſetting 


Z us at the greateſt diſtance from God in 
{ all reſpe&s, both in ſimilitude of nature, 
{ and as to all favourable regard, or bene- 
Z ficial communication tron: him ; caſting 
Z ns into a wretched and diſgracetull con- 
= fortſhip with the moſt degenerate crea- 
Z tures, the accurſed fiends, who for diſ- 
E affection and: enmity toward God, are 
E baniſhed from all happineſs ; how it ex- 
E treamly impoveryheth and beggereth us, 
! deveſting us'of all right ta any good 
| thing, rendring us incapable of any por- 
Z tion, but that of utter darkneſs ; how it 
; excludeth us from any ſafety, any reſt, 
| any true comfort or joy, and expoſeth 
z us to all miſchief and mufery imaginable; 
E all that being deprived of the divine pro- 
© tection, preſence and favour, being made 
* objets of the divine anger, hatred and 
EZ ſevere juſtice, being abandoned to the 
© malice of hell,' being driven into utter 
= darkneſs and eternal fire doth import or 
- cat produce. '''I ſhould alfo-haye com- 
= mended this love to you by comparing; 
E with other loves, and ſhewing how far 
$ ff its nature, in. its cauſes, m1 1ts proper- 
© tis, in its effetts it excelletl} them ; 
5 eveh fo faras the object thereof in ey- 
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cellency doth tranſcend all other objeds # 
of our affeftion ; how this is grounded « 
upon the higheſt and fureſt reaſon; 7 
others upont accounts very low and} E 
mean, commonly upon fond humour t 
and miſtake; this produceth real, cer. 
tain, immutable goods; ' others at beſt fi 
terminate onely in goods apparent, un 
ſtable and tranſitory ; this-is moſt wor. 
thy of us, employing all our faculties inf 
their nobleſt manner of operation upon 
the beſt obje&; others misbeſeem us, 
ſo that in purſuing them we diſgrace 
our underſtanding, miſapply our deſires 
diſtemper - our affe&ions, mifpend our 
endeavours. - I ſhould have enlarged up 
on theſe conſiderations ; and ſhould have 
adjoined ſome particular advantages off 
this grace ; as tor inſtance, that the pro 
curing thereof is the moſt ſure, the moſt 
caſie, the moſt compendious way of at| 
taining all others; of-ſweetning and in#; 
gratiating all obedience to us, of making} 
the hardeſt yoke eaſe, and the heavieſt? 
burthen light unto us. [In fine, T ſhould? 
have withed you to conſider, that its? 
practice. is not onely a mean and way} 
to happinefs, but our very formal hap# 
pineſs it ſelf; the real enjoyment of the? 
beſt good we are capaþple of ; that in# 
| whichZ 
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which alone heaven it ſelf (the telicity 
of Saints and Angels) doth conſiſt ; which 
more then comprehends in it felt all the 
benefits of higheſt dignity, richeſt plen- 
# ty and ſweeteſt pleaſure. .But I thall 
torbear entring upon ſo ample and fruit- 
= tull ſubjects of meditation, and conclude 
& with that good Collect of our Church : 


* ©O Lord, who haſt prepared for them 
| that love thee ſuch good things as paſs 
= man's underſtanding ; pour into our hearts 
= ſuch Iove toward thee, that we, loving 
= thee above all things, may obtain thy pro- 
= miſes, which exceed all that we can deſire ; 
- through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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MATT. 22. 39. 


| 4nd the Second is like unto it, Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thy felf | 


HE eſſential goodneſs of God, 
and his ſpecial benignity toward 
mankind are to. a conſidering 

Y enind divers ways very apparent ; the 
| frame of the world, and the natural 
york of things do with a thouſand voi- 
| ces loudly __ clearly proclaim them to 
Y US every ſenſe doth yield us afidavit 


” to that ſpeech of the Holy Pſalmiſt, Zhe Pl. 33. 5; 


2H 


2; we ſee it in the glorious brightneſs of the 
= Skies, and 1n the pleaſant verdure of the 
# | fields; we taſte it in the yarious delica- 
? | cies of tood, fup = by land and ſea; 
we ſmell it in agrancies of herbs 
& Y and flowers; we hg, it in the natural 
muſlick of the woods ; we feel it in the 
F 4 com- 


| vs is full of the ——— 4 the Lord: 19: %4 
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comfortable warmth of heaven, and in} 
the cheering freſhneſs of - the air; wel 
continually-do poſſeſs and:enjoy it in the 
—_ accommodations of lite, pre. 
ſented to. us by, the bountifull- hand «f 
nature. 15 -- 1 3h is 4 

Of the ſame goodneſs we may be wel 
aſſured by that common providence 
which continually doth uphold us in 
our being, doth , - crnqyng relieve our 
needs, doth' protect. us in dangers, and 
reſcue us from imminent miſchiets, doth 
comport with our infirmities and miſde 
meanours.; : the: which (in the divir 
Pſalmiſts ſtyle). doth hold our ſoul 7n life 
and ſuffereth not our feet. to. he moved 
doth redeem :our life from deſtruition 


doth crown as with loving-kindueſs, and 
tender mercies.. i, | 


The diſpenfations of grace, 1n the re 


velation of heavenly truth, !in the over 


tures of mercy, in the ſuccours of our 
weakneſs, in the propoſal of glorious re# 


wards, in;all the methods; and - means A 


conducing ito our falvation, . do aftorifif 
moſt admirable proofs .and pledggs:a 
the ſame immenſe benignity: * ©" 

But in notiung is the divine! goodnehÞ# 


toward. us more illuſtriouſly conſpicu-R | 


ous, than 1n the nature and tendency al 
| | thoſe 
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Z thoſe Laws which God hath been plea- 
Z ſed for the regulation of our lives to pre- 
| ſcribe unto us, all which do palpably 


evidence his ſerious deſire and provident 
care of our welfare ; ſo that in 1mpo- 
ſing them he plainly doth not ſo much 


| exerciſe his Sovereignty over us, as Cx- 
| preſs his kindneſs toward us ; neither 
| do they more clearly declare his will, 
! than demonſtrate his good-will to us. 


And among all divine Precepts this 


| eſpecially contained in my Text, doth 


de argue the wonderfull goodnefs*of our 


: #f"the 


heavenly Law-giver, appearingSatlhm 
| the mm——_ of The TT ne" 
| ſubſtance of it. 399 

The Second, faith our Lord , zZs {ike Luk. 10. 27. 
t0 it, that is to the Precept of /oving 


the Lord our God with all our heart : 


..and is not this a mighty argument of 
immenſe goodneſs in God, that he doth 
in ſucha manner commend this duty to 
EZ us, 'coupling it with our main duty to- 
= ward him, and-'requiring us with like 
{7 carneſtneſs to love our neighbour as to 
off love himſelf 2 een 08 | 


He 3s tranſcendently amiable for the 
excellency of his nature ; he by innu- 


u- -merable and [ineſtimable benefits graei- 


ouſly conferxed/on us hath deſerved our 
| utmoſt 
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utmoſt afſe&ion ; ſo that naturally there 
can be no obligation bearing any prof 
portion or conſiderable ſemblance tofff ce: 
that of loving him; yet hath he in good. 
neſs been pleaſed to create one, and ty 


cndew it with that privilege ; making na 
the love of a man (whom we canna th 
value but for hi gifts, to whom we ca te: 
owe nothing but.what properly we owe in 
to him) no ks obligatory, to declarſ® ad 
it near. as acceptable as the love of hin{ hi 
ſelf, to whom we owe all. - To him, af fo: 
the ſole authour and free donour of al th 
our good, by juſt correſpondence all our ſe: 
mind and heart, all our ſtrength and en ft: 
 deavour are due; and reaſonably miglt{ ex 
he engroſs them to himſelf, excluding al w 


Pal. 73. 25. 


other beings from any ſhare in them 
ſo that we might be obliged onely te 
fix our thoughts and ſet our affection 1 
on him, onely to a& directly for his ho 
nour and intereſt ; ſaying with the Ho 
ly Pſalmiſt, Whom have 1 in heaven bu 
thee ? and there is none' in earth that IK 
defire beſide thee : Yet doth he freely ti 
pleaſe to impart a ſhare of theſe perfor-K tc 
mances on mankind; yet doth he charge c: 
us to place our affection on one another; t! 


to place it there indeed in 'a meaſure ſo} # 
large that we can hardly iypagine a grez} ® 
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| | ter; according to a rule, than which 
& none can be deviſed more compleat or 


certain. | 

 O-marvellous condeſcenſion, O good- 
nefs truly divine; which ſurpaſſeth the 
nature of things, which diſpenſeth with 
the higheſt right, and forgoeth-the grea- 
teſt intereſt that can be! Doth not God 
in a ſort debaſe himſelf, that he might 


| adyance us ? doth he not appear'to wave -- 
| his own due, and negle& his own honour 


for our advantage? how otherwiſe could 
the love of man be capable of any re- 
ſemblance to the love of God, and not 
ſtand at an infinite diſtance, or in an 


| extream diſparity from it 2 how other- 


wiſe could we be obliged to affect or re- 
gard any thing beſide the Sovereign, the 


E onely goodneſs > how otherwiſe could 
| there be any ſecond or like to that firſt, mats. rg. 17. 
8 that great, that peerleſs command, Zhou 
E ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Mar. 22. 38. 


This indeed is the higheſt commenda- 


; tion-whereof any Law 1s capable ; for as 
©; to be like God is the higheſt praiſe that 
£ can begiven to a perſon ; ſo to reſemble 


r;& the divineſt Law of love to God'is the 


& faireſt character that can be aſſigned of 
| 2 Law: the which indeed repreſenteth 


= 


Jam. 2.8, 


x Tint. 1. 6. 


Rom. 13.8,9- 
Gal. 5. 14» 


x Cor.13-13-. 
Gal. 5. 22» 
Col. 3. 14- 


x Cor.16.14. Other graces, and the general principle di 
all our doings. Saint Peter enjoinet! 
2 Pet. 1.7. ys that to all other vertues we add ch 


_IPete 4-8 Above all things (faith he) have fervent 


Joh. 15. 12. cept, This (faith he) 5 my commandment 


Joh. 13. 34- 


another hath fulfilled: the whole law; 


- calleth this Law, in wa 


go 3: 23, the commandment of God ; and our Lond 


you; A new commandment 1 give until 
you, that ye love one another ; and ma-Þ} 
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it to. be. »$420; Banus; as:Saint Fame w 
calleth-it, thatis, a Roya/»and Sovereign ,, 
Law ; exalted above all others, and bez. J 

ring a {way on them. "Saint Pau! tellethW# ,; 
us,that the jend of the commandment(or the th 
main ſcope of the Evangelical do&trine)M e 
is charity out of a pure. heart and a good 
conſcience, and faith unfeigned ; that 
charity #5 the. ſumme and ſubſtance of 
all other: duties, and that he. that /ovet) 


that Charity is the chiet of the Theologi 
cal vertues, and the prime: fruit of thi 
dine Spirit ; and the bond of perfectin 
which:combineth and conſummateth al 


rity, as. the top and crown of them ; and 


charity among your ſelves. Saint FJohw 
of excellence 


himſelf claimeth it as his peculiar Pre-® 


that ye love one another as I have lovedf, 


keth the obſervance of it the ſpecial of 


Joh. 13-35* cognizance of his followers, By this ſhalt ſer 


all 8 
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al men know that ye are my diſciples, if 


© ye love one another. | 
! Theſe indeed are lofty commendati- 
ct ons thereof, yet all of them may wor- 
tie thily veil to this; all of them ſeem veri- 
nee fed in virtue of- this, becauſe God hath 
vl vouchfafed to place this command in ſo 
bal near adjacency to the firſt great Law, 
' ON conjoining the two Tables.;. making 
ct Charity contiguous, and as it were com- 
5 menſurate to Piety. I” | 
It is true, that in many reſpects Cha- 
rity doth reſemble Piety ; for it is the 
moſt genuine daughter of Piety, thence 
in complexion, in features, in humour 
| much favouring its ſweet mother ; It 
doth conſiſt in like diſpoſitions and mo- 
tions of ſoul; It doth grow from the 
fame roots and :principles of benignity, 
ingenuity, equity, gratitude, planted in 
| our original conſtitution by the breath 
of God, and improved in our hearts by 


the divine Spirit of love ; It produceth 1 Jek. 4. 


re the like fruits of beneficence toward 7 *** 


*t, others, and of comfort in our ſelves ; It 


a in like manner doth affimilate us to God, Now 5: 45+ 


w9 rendring us. conformable to his. nature, 
12-W followers of his practice and: partakers 
ialſ of his felicity ; It is of like uſe and con- 
all {equence toward the regulation of our 
al'y | practice, 


+ 5+ I, Zo 
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practice, and due management of. our 
whole life : In ſuch reſpects I fay this 
Law is like to the other ;- but it is hoy. 
ever chiefly fo for that God hath pleaſg 
to lay ſo great ſtreſs thereon, as to mak 
it the other half of our Religion ' and 
duty ; or becauſe, as Saint John faith 

Matt. 22.40% 7 his commandment have we from hin; 

T Joh. 421+ ,1,t he who loveth God, love his brothei® 
alſo ; which is to his praiſe a moſt pregſſſſci 
nant demonſtration of his mmumenſe goa 
neſs toward us. al 189, 

But no: kefs in the very-ſubſtance 
this Duty will the benignity of him thai 
preſcribeth it ſhine forth, diſplaying i 
ſelf in the rare beauty and ſweetneſs d 
it ; together with the 'vaſt benefit and? 
utility, which it, being obſerved, wil 
yield to mankind; which will appes 
by what we may diſconrſe for prelſliny 
its obſervance ; but -firſt let us explain 


it, as it yet before us expreſſed in the 


- words of the Text, wherein we ſhall 
conſider #wo Particulars - obſervable 

_ #irſt, The Obje&t of the Duty ; 
condly , 'The Qualification- annexed toff* 
it; The Obje&t of it, Our Neighbour tat 
The Qualification, As onr ſelves. 


I. Thiff 
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uw I. The 04jett of Charity is our Nezgh- 

v8 Zonr ; that is (it being underſtood, as 

.Wthe Precept now concerneth us, accor- 

ding to our Lord's expoſition, or accor- 

ding to his intent, and the tenour of his 

Doctrine) every man, with whom we 

have to doe, or who is capable of our 

mWove, eſpecially every Chriſtian. 

| The Law as it was given to God's an- 

ient people did openly regard onely 

hoſe among them, who were linked 

ogether in a holy neighbourhood or So- 

iety, from which all other men being 

excluded were deemed ſtrangers and fo- 

j{Weiners; (aliens, as Saint Paul ſpeaketh, Eph. 2. 12. 

; offrom the commonwealth of Iſrael, and 

Wfravgers from the covenants of promiſe.) 

(or thus the Law runneth in Levitzcus, 

8 hou ſhalt not bear any grudge againſt Lev. 19. 18 

oF he children of thy people, but thou ſhalt 

-WYOVEC thy neighbour as thy ſelf ; where 

plainly Jews and Neighbours are terms 

BEquivalent ; other men being ſuppoſed 

#o ſtand at diſtance without the told or 

$:Kpolitick encloſure, which God by ſeve- 

a] Ordinances had fenced, to keep that Lev. 0. 25, 

Nation unmixt, and ſeparate: nor can pF, . .. 

Wt be excepted againſt this notion, that Deus. 7. 5. 

n the ſame Chapter it is enjoined, But —_— 

he 7c Stranger that dwelleth with you ſhall COT Frum 
[ be 


Eph. 2. 14- 
Gal. 3. 28. 
Ac. IO, 36, 


Tit. 3+ 4- 


Joh. 3. 16. 


x Tim. 2. 5+ 


x Joh. 2. 2. 
Heb. 2. 9. 

2 Cor. 5. 19. 
Col. 1. 20. 
Eph. I. 10. 
Eph. 2. 13. 
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be unto you as one born among, you, and 
thou ſhalt love him as thy ſelf ; tor by 
that ſtranger (as the Few?z/h Malters well 
interpret 1t) is meant a Profelyte of righ- 
tFeouſneſs ; or one who although a ſtran- 
ger by birth, was yet a brother in Re. 
gion, having voluntarily ſubmitted to 
their Law, being engaged in the ſame 
Covenant, and thence admitted to the 


ſame Privileges, as an adopted Child offi 


that Holy Family. 

But now, ſuch diſtin&tions of men be. 
ing voided, and that wa// of partition de 
moliſhed,. all the world 5 become one 
people ; ſubjeCt to the Laws of one com: 
mon Lord ; and capable of the mercie 
purchaſed by one Redeemer. God) 
love to mankind did move him to ſend 
our Lord into the world, to aſſume hu: 
mane nature, and therein to become 4 
Mediatour between God and Men. Our 
Lord's kindneſs to all his brethren dif 
poſed him to undertake their falvation, 
and to expiate their ſins, and zo Zafte 
death for every man ; the effect whered 
is an univerſal reconciliation of God to 
the world, and an union of men together. 

Now the bloud of Chriſt hath cemen- 
ted mankind ; the favour of God embra 
cing all hath approximated and _— 
4 
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all together ; ſo that now every man 1s 
our brother, not onely by nature; as de- 
rived from the ſame ſtock, but by grace, 
as partaker of the common redemption ; 
Now God eefirins the ſalvation of all 
men, and inviting all men to mercy, 
our duty muſt be coextended with God's 
grace, and our charity muſt follow that 
ot our Saviour. | 
We are therefore now to all men, that 
which one Few was to another;. yea 
more than ſuch, our Chriſtianity having 
induced much higher obligations, ſtricter 
alliances and ſtronger endearments, than 
were thoſe, whereby Judaiſm did en- 
gage its followers to mutual amity. The 
duties of common humanity, (to which 
our natural frame and ſenſe do incline 
us, which Philoſophy recommendeth 
and natural Religion doth preſcribe, Le- 
ing grounded upon our community of 
nature and cognation of Lloud , upon 
apparent equity, upon general conveni- 
ence and utility) our Religion doth not 
onely enforce and confirm, but enhance 
and improve ; fuperadding higher inflan- 
ces and faſter tyes of ſpiritual relation, 
reaching in a ſort to all men (as being 
in*duty, in deſign, in remote capacity 
our ſpiritual krethren) but in eſpecial 
| G manner 


I Tim. 2, &* 
It. 2. 11» 
Col. 1. 25 
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x Pet. I. 23» 


2. 17. 


Gal. 6. 10, 


t Thefl.3.12- 


2 Cor. 9. 


Heb. I 2. 24. 


1 Theſl.g.14- 


Tit» $> 2+ 


1 Theſl.g.1 5, 
1T!0y Eval 
eres; may lay, 
2 Tim. 2.24» 
1 Tim. 2. Is 
Eph. 6. 18. 


'- for all Saints, or all our fellow-Chriſt: 


Pl1il. 4+ 5» | 
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mariner to all Chriſtians, who aCtually 
are fellow members of the ſame holy 
fraternity, contracted by ſpiritual rege- 
neration from one heavenly ſeed, ſup. 
ported by a common faith and hope, 
{trengthened by communion in acts of 
devotion and charity. 

Hereon therefore are grounded thoſe 
Evangelical commands, explicatory of 
this Law as it now ſtandeth in force; 
that as we have opportunity we ſhould ti 
good unto all men, eſpecially unto them 
who are of the houſhold of faith ; that 
we ſhould abound in love one toward an 
ther, and towards all men; that we 
ſhould glorifie God in our profeſſed ſub. 
jettion unto the Goſpel of Chriſt , by li 
berally diſtributing to the Saints, and to 
all men ; that we ſhould follow peace 
with al! men, ſhould be patient toward 
all men, and gentle toward all men, and 
fſhew all ' meekneſs toward all men; and 
ever follow that which is good both among 
our ſelves, and to all men; that we 
ſhould make ſupplications , interceſſions, 
and thanksgivings for all men, eſpecially 


ans, and expreſs moderation, or inggnui 

ty, to all men. | 

Such 1s the Obje&t of our Charity ; 
7 NO  * and 
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and thus did our Lord himfelt, expound 

it, when by a Fewi/h Lawyer being pur 

to reſolve this queſtion, And who z my Luk: 10. 29. 
veighbour 2 he did propound a caſe, or 5,99. 
hiftory , whereby he did extort from #/is mo 
that Rabbz this conteſlion, that even a = SR 
Samaritan, diſcharging a notable office x avs 
of humanity and mercy to a Few, did £9" &c- 
thereby moſt truly approve himſelf a !. Triph. 
good neighbour to him ; and conſequent- (7: 32--./ 
ly that reciprocal pertormances of fuch 

offices were due from a Few to a Sama- 

ritan ; whence it might appear, that 

this relation of neighbourhood is univer- 

fal and unlimited. So much for the 


Objett. 


II. As for the Qualification annexed 
and couched in thoſe words, as thy ſelf, 
that, as I conceive, may umport both a 
Rule declaring the Nature, and a Mea- 
. py I . > ©, > y 
Love which is due from us to our neigh- ; Mx of 5 


bour ; the comparative term As unply- 723 avny. 
O1LLHs TH, 


ing both Conformity or Sinulitude, and 6 
'Commentſuration or Equality. Eth, 8. 4+ 


r.. Loving our neighbour as our ſelves 
doth import a Rule directing what kind 
of love we ſhould bear and exerciſc to- 
ward him ; or informing - us that our 

G 2 charity 


Ov Med 


— 


wy, v4 war ; - 
Ew ---and goodneſs of him who framed it} 
{wv , 58 
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charity doth conſiſt in having the ſame 
affections of ſoul, and in performing the 
fame acts of beneficence toward hum, as 
we are ready by inclination, as we are 
wont in.practice to have or to perform 
toward our ſelves, with full approbati 
on of our judgment and conſcience, 
apprehending it juſt and reaſonable f 
to doe. 

We cannot indeed better underſtand 
the nature of this duty, than by reflec 
ting on the motions of our own heart 
and obſerving, the courſe of our demea 
nour toward our ſelves ; for thence in 
fallibly we may be aſſured how we 
ſhould ſtand affeted , and how we 
ſhould behave our ſelves toward others 
 - This is a peculiar advantage of thi 
Rule (inferring the excei.ent wiſedom 


that by it very eaſily and certainly we 
3 may diſcern all the ſpecialties of our 


Sinus os duty, without looking abroad or having 


a «- - 


Hagshs, Co BY 1t we may te 


"_ + 5g recourſe to external inſtru&tion ; ſo that 


pertect Law-givers, 


2408 __ and skiltull Judges, and faithfull Mons 


Tg Þ 


TY 


{AO Chryſ: tours to our ſelves of what in any caſe 
#3, Yo. 


we ſhould do : for every one by internal 
experience knoweth what it is to love 
hinſclt, every one is conſcious how he 

| uſeth 
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uſeth to treat himſelf; each one conſe- 
quently can preſcribe and decide tor 
himſelt, what he ought to doe toward 
his neighbour ; ſo that we are not onely 
SroSitexTos, taught of God, as the Apoltle 1 Thell. 4. 9. 
faith, fo /ove oze another, but aurNN- Mart. 7. 12. 
xo, taught of our ſelves how to exerciſe *  3* 
that duty ; whence our Lord otherwhere 
doth propoſe the Law of charity in theſe 
terms, Whatſoever ye would that men 0 K9%6, , 
undevi Tele 
ſbould doe unto you, doe ye even ſo unto |, Tob. 
them, for this is the law and the pro- 4. 15: 
phets; that is, unto this Rule all the © 4 a 
ſpecial precepts of charity propoſed in 
Holy Scripture, may be reduced. 
Wherefore for information concerning 
our duty in each caſe and circumitance, 
we need onely thus to conſult and in- 
terrogate our ſelves, hence forming re- 
ſolutions concerning our practice. 
Do we not much eſteem and ſet by 
our ſelves, do we not itrive to maintain 
in our minds a good opinion -of our 
ſelves ; can any miſchances befalling us, 
any defects obſervable in us, any taults 
committed by us induce us to ſlight or 
deſpiſe our ſeives> this may teach us 
what regard and value we ſhould ever 
preſerve tor our neighbour. 
' Do we not ſincerely and earneſtly 
| G3 deſirs 


I, Is 


_ © The Third Sermon. 
'0 4 naw deſire our own welfare and advantage 
—_ 2 in every kind ; do we not heartily with 
mp ww good ſucceſs to our own deſigns and un-ſf ar 
Bixem 43% dertakings; are we unconcerned or cold. | di 


bs 4 ly affected in any caſe touching our own w 

an7w, &c- ſafety, our eſtate, our credit, our fatis. ſh at 

ut, N- faction or pleaſure 2 do we not eſpecial ſſh cf 

ce. Tryph. , P pe 

Cp. 321.) ly, if we rightly underſtand our ſelves, g' 

deſire the health and happineſs of our er 

ſouls > this doth inform us, what we G 

ſhould with and covet for our. neigh-|W I 

bour. Cc 

Have we not a ſenſible delight andifj} oi 
complacency in our own proſperity} 

do we ever repine at any advantages ac-iſh| Cc 

cruing to our perfon or condition ? areſ 

we not extreamly glad to find our ſelves 1: 

thriving and flourihing in wealth, inſ 71 

reputation, in any accommodation orſiſÞ| t! 

ornament of our {tate ? eſpecially if weſſh © 

be ſober and wiſe, doth not our ſpiritual P 

proficiency and improyement 1n vertueſ 0 

yield joyous fatisfa&tion to us? are wel V 

not much comforted in apprehending}ſ Þ 

our ſelves to proceed in a hopefull way 2 

toward everlaſting felicity 2 this may} d 

inſtruct us what content we ſhould feel V 

in our neighbours proſperity, both tem-| © 

poral and ſpiritual. lf 

" Do we not ſeriouſly grieve at our own iſ * 


difaſters 
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diſaſters and diſappointments ; are we 
not in fad dumps, whenever we incur 
any dammage or diſgrace ; do not our 
diſeaſes and pains ſorely afflict us; do 
we not pity and bemoan our ſelves in 
any want, calamity, or diſtreſs ? can we 
eſpecially, it we are our ſelves, without 
grievous diſpleaſure apprehend our ſelves 
enſlaved to Sin and Satan, deſtitute of 
God's favour, expoſed to endleſs miſery ? 
hence may we learn how we ſhould 
condole and commiſerate the misfortunes 
of our neighbour. 

Do we not eagerly proſecute our own 
concerns ? do we not with huge vigour 
and induſtry ſtrive to acquire all conve: 
miencies and comforts to our ſelves, to 
rid our ſelves of all wants and moleſta- 
tions? 1s our ſolicitous care or paintull 
endeavour ever wanting toward the ſup- 
port and ſuccour of our ſelves in any of . 
our needs? are we fatisfied in meerly 
wiſhing our ſelves well, are we not allo 
buſie and aCtive in procuring what we 
afte& ? eſpecially, if we are well adviſed, 
do we not effectually provide for the 
weal of our ſoul, and ſupply of our ſpiri- 
tual neceſſities ; labouring to reſcue our 
ſelves from ignorance and errour, from 
the tyranny of ſin, from the torture of 
| G 4 a bad 


Rom. 15 2+ 


The Third Sermon. 
a bad conſcience, from the danger of 
hell? this ſheweth how ready we thould 
be really to further our neighbours good, 
miniſtring to him all kinds of aſſiſtance 
and relict futable to his needs, both cor: 
poral and ſpiritual. | - 

Are we ſo proud or nice, that we dif. 
dain to yield attendance or ſervice need. 
full for our own ſuſtenance or convent. 
ence; do we not indeed gladly perform 
the meaneſt and moſt ſordid offices for 
our ſelves? this declareth how conde- 
ſcenfive we ſhould be in . helping our 
neighbour, how ready even to waſh his 


feet, when occaſion doth require, 


Do we love to vex our ſelves, or croſs 
our own humour ? do we not rather 
teek by all means to pleaſe and gratifie 
our ſelves? this may warn us, how in- 


nocent and inofiten{ive, how compliant 


and complacent we ſhould be in our 
behaviour toward others ; endeavouring 
to pleaſe them in all things, eſpecially for 

their good to edification. © 
Are we eaſily angry with our ſelves, 
do we retain implacable grudges againſt 
our ſelves, or do we execute upon our 
{elves miſchievous revenge? are we not 
rather very meek and patient toward 
our ſelves, mildly comporting with our 
| | own 
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own great weakneſſes, our troubleſome 
humours, our impertinencies and follies ; 
readily forgiving our ſelves the moſt hei- 
nous offences, neglects, affronts, injuries, 
and outrages committed by us againſt 
our own intereſt, honour, and weltare ? 
hence may we derive leſſons of meek- 
neſs and patience, to be exerciſed to- 
ward 'our neighbour, in bearing his in- 
firmities and miſcarriages, in remitting 
any wrongs or diſcourtelies received from 
him. . | 

Are we apt to be rude in our deport- 
ment, harſh in our language, or rigorous 
in. our dealing toward our ſelves ? dowe - 
not rather in word and deed treat our 
felves very ſoftly, very indulgently 2 
Do we uſe to pry for faults, or to pick 
quarrels with our ſelves, to carp at any 
thing ſaid or done by us, raſhly or up- 
on flight grounds to charge blame on 
our ſelves, to lay heavy cenſures on our 
ations, to make toul conſtructions of our 
words, to blazon our dete&ts, or aggra- 
vate our failings? do we not rather con- 
nive at, and conceal our blemiſhes ; do 
we not excuſe and extenuate our own 
crimes? _ 2 

Can we find in our hearts to frame 
virulent invetives, or to dart bitter _— 
an 


” 
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and ſcofls againit our ſelves; to murther 
our own credit by ſlander, to blaſt it by 
detraction, to maim it by reproach, to 
proſtitute it to be deflowred by jeering 
and ſcurrilous abuſe ? are we not rather 
very jealous of our reputation, and fy. 
dious to preſerve it, as a precious orna- 
ment, a main fence , an uſefull inſtry 
ment of our welfare ? 

Do we delight to report, or like to 
hear ill ſtories of our ſelves 2 do we nat 
rather endeavour all we can to ſtifle 
them ; to tie the tongues and ſtop the 
ears of men againſt them 2 hence may 
we be acquainted how civil and courte 
ous in our behaviour, How fair and in 
genuous 1n our dealing, how candid and 
mild in our judgmentyor cenſure we 
ſhould be toward gur neighbour ; hoy 
very tender and carefull we ſhould be 
of any wiſe wronging or hurting hi 
fame. | 

Thus reflef&ting on our ſelves, and 
making our —_—_ toward our ſelves 
the pattern of our dealing with others, 
we ſhall not fail to diſcharge what 1s 
Hong 19 to us in this Law; and ſo we 

ave here a Rule of Charity. But far- 
ther, 

2. Loving our neighbour as our ſelves 


doth 
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doth alſo import the Meaſure of our love 
toward him ; that it ſhould be commen- 
ſurate and equal in degree to that love, 
which we bear and exerciſe toward our 
ſelves. Saint Peter once and again doth 
exhort us to love one another clevas, 
with an outſtretched affettion ; and how 
far that affe&tion ſhouid be ſtretched we 
are here informed ; even that it ſhould 
reach the fartheſt that can be, or to a 
parity with that intenſe love, which we 
do bear in heart, and expreſs in perfor- 
mance toward our ſelves : ſo that we do 
either bring down our ſelt-love to ſuch a 
moderation, or raiſe up our charity to 
ſuch a fervency, that both come to be 
adjuſted in the ſame eyen level : this. is 
that pitch, at which we ſhould aim and 
aſpire ; this is that perfection of charity, 
which our Lord recommendeth to us 


1 Pct. Is 23s 
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in that injunction, Be perfect, even as Matt. 5. 48; 


your father in heaven 2s perfect. 

That this ſenſe of the words is inclu- 
ded, yea chiefly intended, divers reaſons 
will evince: For 

1. The moſt natural ſignification and 
common ule of the phrate doth import 
thus much ; and any one at firlt hearing 
yould fo underſtand the words. | 

2, It appeareth by comparing this 

I  Precept 
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Precept with that to which it is annexed, 
of loving God with all our heart and all 
eur ſoul, which manifeſtly deſigneth the 

uantity and degree, of that love ; con- 

quently the like determination 1s in- 
tended in this Precept, which is expreſ: 
fed to reſemble that, or deſigned in like 
manner to qualifie and bound our duty 
toward our neigbour. 

3. If the Law doth not ſignifie thus 
much, it doth hardly ſignifie any thing; 
not at leaſt any thing of direction or ule 
tous; for no man 1s ignorant that he is 
obliged to love his nejghbour, but how 
far that love muſt extend, is the point 
wherein moſt of us do need to be reſol. 
ved, and without fatisfaction in which 
we ſhall hardly do any thing ; for as he 
that oweth money will not pay except 
he can tell how much it is; ſo to know 
the Duty will not avail toward effeCtual 
obſervance of it, if its meaſure be not 
fixed. 

4. Indeed, the Law otherwiſe under- 
{ſtood will rather be apt to miſguide than 
to direct us; inducing us to apprehend, 
that we ſhall fatisfie ts intent, and ſuf: 
ficiently diſcharge our duty, by practi- 
ſing charity in any low degree or mean 
inſtance. Alſo, 

5. Thx 
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5. The former ſenſe, which is unque- 
ſtionable, doth infer and eſtabliſh this ; 
becauſe fimilitude of love, morally ſpea- 
king , cannot conſiſt with inequality 
thereof; for if in conſiderable degrees we 
love our ſelves more than others, aſſu- 
redly we ſhall fail both in exerting ſuch 
internal acts of affection, and in pertor- 
ming ſuch external offices of kindneſs 
toward them, as we do exert and per- 
form in regard to our ſelves ; whence 
this Law, taken meerly as a Rule, de- 
manding a confuſed and imperteCt ſimi- 
litude of praCtice, will have no clear ob- 
ligation or certain efficacy. | 

6. But farther to aſſure this expoſiti- 
on, I ſhall declare that the Duty thus 
interpreted is agreeable to reaſon, and 
may juſtly be required of us, upon con- 
ſiderations, which together will ſerve to 
preſs the obſervance of it, according to 
fuch meaſure. 

r. It is reaſonable that we ſhould thus 
love our neighbour as our ſelves, becauſe 
he is as our ſelves, or really in all con- 
{iderable reſpects the ſame with us: We 
concur with him in all that is neceſſary, 
ſubſtantial, and ſtable ; we difter from 
him onely in things contingent, circum- 


ſtantial, and variable ; in the which, ot 


courle 
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courſe or by chance we are liable-in / 
ſmall time as much to differ from our 
ſelves : in ſuch reſpe&s we are not theſſ del 
ſame to day that we were yeſterday, !l's 
and ſhall beto morrow ; for we 1hift our ba! 
circumſtances as we do our cloaths;W Mc 
our bodies are in continual flux, and{ſ{ in ! 
our ſouls do much conform to their al. Ma 
teration ; our temper and complexion 
do vary with our air, our diet, our con- 
verſation, our fortunes, our age; our parts 
grow and decay, our —_— and judy. 
ments, our "f:dions and deſires are ne 
ver fixed, and feldom reſt long in the 
ſame place; all our outward ſtate doth 
caſily change face ; fo that if we conf: 
der the ſame perſon in youth and in 
age, in health and in fickne$s, in pro 
ſperity and in diſtreſs, may we not ay 
quantum mutatus ab illo, how quite ano 
ther man is he grown 2 Yet ſhall a man 
for ſuch alterations ſurceaſe or abate hi 
love to himſelf? why then in regard to 
the like differences ſhall we leſs affe# 
our neighbour , who is endowed with 
that common nature, which alone 
through all thoſe viciflitudes ſticketh 
faſt, in us; who is the moſt expreſs 
image of us, (or rather a copy, drawn 
by the ſame hand, of the fame orginal) 
another 
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another ſelf, attired in a divers garb of 
circumſtances 2 do we not fo far as we 
defpiſe or diſafte&t him, by conſequence 
ſlight or hate our ſelves ; ſeeing (except 
bare perſonality, or I know not what 


metaphyſical identity): there is nothing 


in him different from what is, or what 
may. be 1n us? 

2. It is juſt that we ſhould love our 
neighbour equally with our ſelves, be- 
cauſe he really no leſs deferveth love, or 
becauſe upon a fair judgment he will 
appear equally amiable : juftice is impar- 
tial, and regardeth things as they are in 
themſelves, abſtratting trom their rela- 
tion to this or that perſon; whence it our 
neighbour ſcem worthy of affe&tion no 
lefs than we, it demandeth that accor- 
dingly we ſhould love him no les. 

And what ground can there be of 
loving our ſelves which may not as well 
be found in others? is it endowments 
of nature, is it accompliſhments of know- 
ledge, is it ornaments of vertue, is it ac- 
couſtrements of fortune ; but 1s not our 
neighbour poſleſſed* of the ſame ; 1s he 
not at leaſt capable of them, the colla- 
tion and acquiſt of them depending on 


the fame arbitrary bounty of God , or 1 Cor. 4.5.7: 


upon faculties and means commonly di- 
penicd 
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penſed to all 2 May not any man at leaſt 
beas wiſe and as good as we? why then 
ſhould we not eſteem, why not affe} 
| him as much? doth relation to us alte 
the caſe? is ſelf as ſelf lovely or valuabk 
doth that reſpeC&t lend any worth or price 
to things ? c 

Likewiſe, what more-can juſtice finlff * 
in our neighbour to obſtruct or depre 
our love than it may obſerve in ou 
ſelves 2 hath he greater infirmities or & 
fes, is he more liable to errours anffl © 
miſcarriages, is he guilty of worſe fauh { 
than we? If without arrogance and y n 
nity we cannot affirm this, then are wif *F 


as unworthy of love as he can be ; an 5 
refuſing any degree thereof to him, w S 


may as reaſonably withdraw the fam 
from our ſelves. | 

3. It is fit that we ſhould be obligy 
to love our neighbour equally with a 
ſelves, becauſe all charity beneath a 
love is defective, and all ſelt-love abo 
charity is exceſlive. 

It 1s an imperfect charity which dot 
not reſpect our neighbour according 
his utmoſt merit and worth, which dot 
not heartily deſire his good, which dot 
not earneſtly promote his advantage | 
every kind, according to our ability at 
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opportunity : and what beyand this can 


we do for our ſelves? | 

Tfin kind or degree we tranſcend this, 
it is not vertuous love or true friendſhip 
to.our ſelves, but a vain fondnefs or per- 
verſe dotage ; proceeding from inordi-. 
nate difpotitions 'of ſoul, grounded on 
fooliſh conreits, begetting toul qualities 
and practifes; envy; ſtrife, ambition, ava- 
rice, and the like, 

4. Equity requireth that we ſhould 
love our neighbour to this degree, be- 
cauſe we are apt to claime the ſame mea- 
ſure of love from others: no mean re- 
ſpect or ſlight affection will fatisfie'us ; 
we cannot brook the leaſt diſregard or 
roldneſs ; to love us a little is all-otie to 
us as not to love us at all : it is therefore 
equitable that we ſhould be engaged 
to the ſame height of charity toward 
others ; otherwite we ſhould be allowed 
in our dealings to uſe double weights and 


meaſures; which is plain ihiquity : what Fro. 25. 35, 


indeed can be more ridiculouſly abſurd, 

than that we ſhould pretend to receive 

that from others, which we are not dif- 

poſed to yield to them upon the ſame 

ground and title ? 
5. It is needtull that fo great a charity 

ſhould be ) —— becauſe none intc- 

: H 
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riour thereto will reach divers weighty 
ends deſigned in this Law ; namely, the 
general convenience and comfort of our 
lives in mutual ſociety and entercourſe: 


for if in conſiderable degree we do af. 
fect our ſelves beyond others, we ſhall 


with them about points of intere 
credit ; ſcrambling with them for what 
may be had, and clambering to get ovaſſſ} |, 
them in power and dignity ; whence al 
the paſſions annoying our ſouls, and al 
the miſchiets diſturbing our lives muſt} , 
needs enſue. { 
6. That entire love which we owe tofff , 
God our Creatour, and to Chriſt our ReſW , 
deemer, doth exact from us no leſs ; 
meaſure of Charity than this : for ſeeing 
they have ſo clearly demonſtrated them: 
ſelves to bear an immenſe love to men, 
and have charged us therein to imitate 
them; it becometh us in conformity, un 
duty, in gratitude to them, to bear the { 
higheſt we can, that is the ſame. as we h 
bear to our ſelves : for how can we love 
God enough, or with all our ſoul, if we 
do not accord with him in loving hs 
friends and relations, his ſervants, hu 
children with moſt entire affe&ion 2 - 
If in God's judgment they are equal 
to 
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co us, if in his affetion-and cate they 
have an equal ſhare, if he in all his dea- 
tings is indifferent and impartial toward 
5 how can our judgment, our affecti- 
on, 'our behaviour be right, if they do 


' not-conſpire with him in the ſame mea- 


ſures 3 - ES 
7, Indeed the' whole tenour and Ge- 
zius of our Religion do imply obligati- 
oft to this pitch of charity, upon vari- 
Otis a#Ecomptrs: | 
It repreſimeth all worldly goods and 
matters of private iritereſt as very incon- 
ſiderable and unworthy of our atte&tion; 


thereby ſubtrafting the fuel of immode- 


rate ſelf-love. fs 

It erjoineth us for all- our particular 
concerns entirely to rely upon! provi- 
dence, ſo barring ſolicitude for our telves, 


and difpoſing an equal care for others. 


It dechreth every man fo weak, fo 
vile, ſo wretched, fo guilty of fin and 
ſubject to miſery (fo for all good whol- 
iy indebfed to the pure grace and mer- 
cy of God) that no man can have rea- 
fon to dote ori himſelf, or to prefer him- 
ſelf before others: we need'not cark, or 
prog, or ſerape for our ſelves, being al- 
fared that. God ſufficiently careth tor 
us; | | 
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In its accompt the fruits and recom. 
pences of love to others in advantage to 


. our ſelves do far ſurpaſs all preſent inte. 


reſts and enjoymerits ; whence 1n effe& 
the more or leſs we love others, anſwe. 
rably the more or leſs we love our ſelves, 
ſo that charity and ſelf-love become co- 
incident, and both run together evenly 
in one channel. 

It recommendeth to us the imitation 
of God's love and bounty, which are ab- 
ſolutely pure, without any regard, any 
—_ of benefit redounding to him- 
elf. : 

It commandeth us heartily to loveeven 
our bittereſt enemies and moſt cruel per: 
ſecutours ; which cannot be performed 
without a proportionable abatement of 
ſelt-love. ; ol 

It chargeth us not onely freely to im- 
part our ſubſtance, but willingly toexpoſe 
our lives tor the good of our brethren; 
in which caſe charity doth plainly match 
ſelf-love ; for what hath a man more dear 
or precious than his life to lay out for 


himielf. - 


It reprefenteth all men (conſfudering 
their divine extraction, and being formed 
after God's Image ; their deſignation for 
eternal glory and happineſs, their parta- 
a2: | | king 


YOM 


4 


a F=f9. dui 


v5» 


The Third $ _—_ IO1 


king of the common redemption by the 
undertakings and ſufferings of Chriſt, 

their being objects of God's tender aftec- 

tion and care) ſo very conſiderable, that 

no regard beneath the higheſt will befit 

them. F-x07 fo EY | 

It alſo declareth us ſo nearly allied to 

them, and'fo greatly concerned in their 

good, (we'-being all one .in Chriſt, and Gal. 3.28. 
enembers one of another) that, we ought g0, 15. 5. 
to have a pertet complacency in their 1 Cor.12.26, 
welfare; and a ſympathy in their adver- 19 13-35: 
fity, as our own. 

' It condemneth {eH-love, ſelf-pleaſing, 
ſelfſecking' as -great faults, which yet , Tim. 4. 2. 
(even in ys exceſs) do not ſeem 2 Per. 2: 10. 


abſolutely bad ; or otherwiſe culpable, pj1"."7 


than as including partiality, or detrac- 1 Cor.10.24; 


ting from that equal meaſure of charity, 23: 5 
which we owe to others : for ſurely we 
cannot love our ſelves too much, it we 
love others equally with our ſelves ; we 
eannot ſeek- our own good exceſſively, 
if with the ſame earneſtneſs we ſeek the 
good of others. 

. It exhibiteth ſupernatural aids of 
grace, and conterreth that. Holy Spirit 
of love, which can ſerve to no meaner 
purpoſes, than' to quell that ſorry prin- 
ciple of niggardly ſelfiſhneſs, to which 
H 3 corrupt 
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corrupt nature doth incline; and to en- 


large our hearts to this divine extent of 


8. ly, many PIcuouS EXam- 
ples, keen for our direftian in this 
kind of praftice, do. imply this degras 
of charity tobe required of us. 

It may be objefted to.our diſcourſe, 
'. that the duty, thus underſtood, js un- 
' practicable, nature violently ſwaying to 
thoſe degrees of ſelt-love, which chari 
- caqno wiſereach. This exception (would 
time permit) I ſhould aſſoil; by ſhewing 
how 'far, and by what means we may 
attain to ſuch a -m_y (how at 
by aiming at- this top of perfeCtion we 
may aſcend nearer and: nearer thereto) 
in the mean time experience doth ſuffi 
ciently evince poſtibility, —— 
that may be done, which: we ſee: dane 
before us: And ſoit is, pure charity hath 
been the root of ſuch atteftionsand ſuch 
performances ( recorded: by . indubitabl 
teſtimony) toward others, which hardly 
any man can exceedin regard to himſelj; 
nor indeed: hath there ſcarce ever appea- 
red any. heroical vertue, or memorable 
piety, whereof charity: overbearing ſel 
fiſhneſs, and facrificing; private intereſt 
to publick benefit , hath not been 2 

; | main 


QDrR8% Pg” ago 2 


< 


N- 
of 
a 
ls 
ee 


S 9.0” 


= &D-.. 


Lon: hot Tin xt ICSD 


53 -> 


The Third Sermon. 103 
main ingredient. For inſtance then 
Did not ' Abraham even prefer the 
good of others before his own, when he: 
adly did quit his countrey, patrimony, 
can h and kindred to pals Fi days in 
2 wandring pilgrimage, upon no other 


— than an overture of bleſ- 
fing on his poſterity ? | 
Did not the charity of Moſes ſtretch Chryl. in 


thus far, when for the fake of his bre- 1007; 97-2 4 
thren he voluntarily did exchange the " P07 
fplendours and delights of a Court for a 
condition of  yagrancy -and ſervility ; 
chufing rather, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Heb. 11. 24- 
to. ſuffer afflittion with the people of God, © © 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin 2 did 
not it overſtretch, when (although ha- 
ving been grieyouſly affronted by them) 
he wiſhed that rather his name ſhould be 
expunged _ God's book, than that their Ex04-32-32. 
ſin ſhould abide unpardoned # + - r8" warn). mac 
—_ Samuel _— ſuch a chari- _— » 0 
- When being ingratefully and injuri- 7179s 2 
x4 diſmounted trom- his authority, wn. _— 
he did yet retain toward that people a ©" *p< 
Tralous wa of their welfare, v0? cea- chr, in 
earneſtly to pray for them 2 __ Eph. 0r.7. 
Did not whe of Ddvie equally ©1223: 
with himſelf, when for his ſake he choſe 1 $am.20.30- 
fo incur the diſplegfure of his father and 
Em H 4 his 
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his King ; when -for his advantage he 
was content to forteit the_ privilege of 
his birth, and the inheritance of a Crown; 
when he could without enyy or grudge 
look on the growing proſperity of his 
ſupplanter,. could heartily wiſh his fak- 
ty, could effeftually protect it , could 
purchaſe it to him. with his: own great 
danger and trouble 2 when :he, that in 


gallantry of courage and vertue did y eld 


to none, was yet willing to' become in- 
teriour to one born his. ſubje&t, one rat 


y-hen they gook ſuch pains, when they 


run 


PEST 


= 


2083 => >> =8=8 


The Third Sermon. 
run fuch hazards, when they endured 
ſuch hardſhips not onely for them, but 
from them ; being requited with hatred 
and - miſuſage for endeavouring to re- 
claim them trom ſin, and ſtop them from 
ru1ne-? 


-May not the Holy Apoſtles ſeem to 


have loved mankind beyond: themſelyes, 
when for its inſtruction and reformation, 
for reconciling it to God and procuring 
its falvation, they gladly did undertake 
and undergo ſo. many rough difficulties, 
ſo many tormidable dangers, ſuch irk- 
ſome pains and troubles, ſuch extream 
wants and lofles, fuch grievous ignomi- 
nies and diſgraces; lighting all concerns 
of their own, and relinquiſhing whatever 
was moſt. dear to them (their ſafety, 
their liberty, their eaſe, their eſtate, their 
reputation , their pleaſure , their ve 

bloud and breath ) for the welfare of 


others ; even of thoſe who did ſpitefully - 


maligne and cruelly abuſe them? 
Survey but the Life of one among 
them ; mark the weariſome travels he 
underyent over all the earth, the ſolici- 
tous cares which did poſſeſs his- mind 
for all the Churches : the continual toils 


and drudgeries ſuſtained by him in prea- - 


ching by ward and writing: in viſiting, 
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in admoniſhing, in all paſtoral employ. 
ments; the impriſonments, the ſtri Ke 
the reproaches, the oppoſitions and per. 
ſecutions of every kind, and from all 
ſorts of people, which he ſuffered ; the 


pinching wants, the deſperate hazards, 


the lamentable diſtreſſes with the which 
he did ever conflict ; e thoſe black 
catalogues of. his afflictions regiſtred by 
himſelt; then tell me how much his cha 
rity was inferiour to his ſelf-love 2 did 
not at leaft the ane vie with the other, 
when he for the: benefit of his diſciple 
was content to be abſent from the Lord, 
or ſuſpended from a certain fruition df 
glorious beatitude ; reſting in this ur 
comfortable ſtate, in this fleſhly taber: 
vacle wherein he groaned, being burthe 
ved, and longing for enlargement ? did 
he not ſomewhat beyond himſelf love 
thoſe men, tor whoſe ſalvation he wiſhed 
himſelf accurſed from Chriſt, or debarred 
from the aſſured enjoyment of eternal 
telicity ; thoſe very men by whom he 
had been ſtoned, had been ſcourged, had 
been aften beaten to- extremity , from 
whom. he had received manifold indig: 
nities and outrages2 i + 

Did not they love their neighbours 
as themſelves, who fold their potlſeſſions; 
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and diſtributed the prices of-them for 
relief of their indigent brethren-2 ' did not 
moſt of the ancient Saints and Fathers 
mount near the top of this duty, of 


whom, it--is by: unqueſtionable records | | 


teſtified, that-they did freely beſtow all 
their- private -eſtate and ſybſtance on 

poor, deyoting themſclyes to the ſer- 
pics -- Gad and edification of his people? 

Did-not our Lord himſglf in our na- 
ture exemplifie this Duty, .yea by his 
Praftice far out-doe his Precept ? for, 
He who frem the brighteſt glories, from 
the immenſe riches, from the inetiable 


joys and felicitics of his celeſtial King- 


dom, did willingly ſtoop down to al- 
fume the garb .of a ſervant, to be cloa- 
thed: with' the infirmities of fleſh, to be- 
came a was of : ſorrow, and acquainted 
with grief ;; He who for qur ſake youch- 
kfed- to live in- extream penury- and 
diſgrace, to feel hard want, fore tra- 
yel; bitter perſecution, moſt grieyous 
jheme and anguiſh ; He who not onely 
did conrentedly bear, but purpoſely did 
chuſe to be accuſed, to be flaridered, to 
be reviled, ro be mocked, to be tortured, 
to pour forth his heart-bloud y _ a 


crots, for the ſake of an unprofitable, s 
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generation ; for the ſalvation of his opgy 
enemies, of baſe apoſtates, of perverſe 
rebels, of villainous traitours ; He, why 
in the height of his mortal -agontes did 
ſue for the pardon of his :cruel murthe. 
rers ; who did ſend his Apoſtles to them, 
did cauſe' fo many wonders to be done 
before them, did turniſh all means requi: 
ſite to convert and fave them ; He that 
ated and ſuffered all this, and more 
than canbe expreſſed, with perfeCt frank 
neſs and good will ; did he not fignall 


love his neighbour as himſelf, to the 


utmoſt meaſure ? did not 'in him vertut 
conquer nature, and charity triumph 
over ſelf-love 2 This he'did to ſeal and 
impreſs his Doctrine ; to ſhew us what 
we ſhould doe, and what -we can dv 
by his grace ; to oblige us and to encou 
rage us unto a conformity with him in 
this reſj 


Apoftle, as- Chriſt hath alſo loved us, and 
hath. gzven himſelf for us; And, Thi 
(faith he himſelf) z' wy. commandment, 
that ye lque one another 4s have loved 
you : And':/how can I. better conclude 
than in' the recommendation of ſuch an 
. Example? GT SIET 7. 
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Now, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, :Theſz.16 
and God even our father, who hath loved 
us, and hath given us everlaſting conſo- 
lation, and good hope through grace, com- 
fort your hearts, and ſtabliſh you in every 
good word and work. | 
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MATT. 22. 39. 


Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy 
ſelf 


Have formerly diſcourfed on theſe 
| words, and then ſhewed how they 

do import two obſervable Particu- 
ars; firſt a Rule of our Charity, or that 
it ſhould be like in nature ; then a Mea- 
fure of it, or that it ſhould be equal in 
degree to the love which we: do bear 
to our ſelves. Of thus latter interpretati- 
on I did aſſign divers reaſons, urging 
| the obſervance of the Precept according 
to that notion : but one material Point 
fcantneſs of time would not allow- me 
to conſider : which is the removal of an 
Exception, to which that interpretation 
is very liable, and which is apt to diſcou- 
rage from a ſerious application to the 
practice of this duty ſo. expounded. . 


If, 
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If, it may be ſaid, the Precept be thug 
underſtood, as to oblige us to love our 
neighbours equally with our ſelves, it 
will prove unpraGicable, ſuch a charity 
being meerly romantick and imaginary; 
for who doth, who cart love his neigh. 
bour in this degree 2 nature powerfull 
doth reſiſt, common ſenſe plainly dot 
forbid that we ſhould doe ſo: A natural 
inſtinct doth prompt us *to love our 
ſelves, and we are forcibly driveri there 
to by an unavoidable ſenſe of pleaſure 
and pain, reſulting from the conſtitution 
of our body and ſoul, ſo that our owi 
leaſt good or evil are very ſenſible to us 
whereas we have no ſuch potent inch: 
nation to loye others; we have no ſenfſ 
or a very faint one of what another doth 
enjoy or endure : doth not therefore nz 
ture plainly ſuggeſt, that our neighbour 
good cannot be ſo conſiderable to us s 
our own ? eſpecially when charity doth 
claſh with ſelf-love, or when there is : 
competition between our neighbours in 
tereſt and our own, is it poſlible that we 
ithould not 'be partial to our own ſide? 
is not therefore this Precept ſuch as if 
we ſhould be commanded to fly, or to 
doe that which natural propenſion will 
certainly hinder ? | 


In 


| pertectionof the one diſcerning the detect 
[ of 
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In anſwer to this Exception I fay, 
x. Be it fo, that we can never attain 

to love our neighbour altogether ſo much 

as our ſelves, yet may it: be reaſonable 
=_ we ſhould be enjoined to doe fo; - 
Laws muſt not be depreſſed to our 
imperfection, nor rules bent to.our: ob- 
liquity ; but we muſt aſcend toward the 
perfection of them, and ſtrive to con- 
torm our practice to their exactneſs : If 
what 1s preſcribed be according to the 
reaſon of things juſt and fit, it is enough 
although our praC&tice will not reach it ; 
for what remaineth may be ſupplied by 
repentance and humility in him that 
ſhould obey, by mercy and pardon in 
him that doth command. EF 

In the preſcription of duty it is juſt, 

that what may be required (even in rt- 

gour) ſhould be preciſely determined, 
though in execution of juſtice or diſpen- 
fation of recompence conſideration may 
be had of out weakneſs ; whereby both 
the authority of our Governour: may be 
maintained; and his clemency glorified. 

It is of great uſe; that by comparing, 
the Law with our practice, and 1n the 


14 


Phil. 3.12. 


x Cor. $. 28. as if we had done all. 
3: not be loſt in the Lord; for the degrees 
of performance will be conſidered, - | 


1 Thefl. 1.1 
Heb. 6. I Os 
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of the other, we may be humbled, may 


| beſenſible of our impotency, may thence 


be forced to ſeek the helps of grace and 
the benefit of mercy. 

Were the:Rule never ſo low, our prac- 
tice would come beneath it ; it 1s there. 


fore expedient that it ſhould be high, that 


at leaſt we may riſe higher in performance 


than otherwiſe we thould doe ; for the 


higher we aim, the nearer we ſhall g6 


to the due pitch; as he that aimeth « Þ 


heaven, although he cannot reach it, 


will yet ſhoot higher than he that aim | 


eth onely at the houſe top. 

The height of duty doth prevent ſloth 
and decay in vertue, keeping us in whol 
ſome exerciſe and in continual improve 
ment, while we be always climbing to 


ward the top, and ſtraining unto fartheÞ - 


attainment : the ſincere proſecution 


which courſe, as it will be more prof 


table unto us, ſo it will be no leſs _ 


table to God, than if we could thorough # 


Iy tulfill the Law : for in judgment Gol 
-will onely reckon upon the ſincerity and 


carneſtneſs'of our endeavour ; ſo thatif 


we have done our beſt, it will be take 
Our labour wil 
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he that hath done his duty in part ſhall 
be. proportionably recompenſed; accor- 


ding to that of Saint Paul; Every man 1 Cor. 3.8. 
| ſhall receive his own reward according to 


his own work. Hence ſometimes we are 


enjoined to be perfet as our heavenly Mart. $. 48. 


father is perfect ; and to be holy as God 


zs holy; otherwhile to go ox to perfedti- Col. 4. 12. 


ox, and to preſs toward the mark ; which 


| Precepts 1n effect do import the fame 


thing ; but the latter implyeth the fox. 


| mer, although in attainment impoſſible, 
| yet in attempt very profitable : and ſure- 
{ ly he is likely to write belit, who pro- 


ſeth to himſelf the faireſt Copy tor 
is imitation. pe 

In fine, if we do act what is poſlible, 

or as we can, do conform to the Rule 


{ of Duty, we may be ſure that no im- 


poſſibility of this, or of any other ſublime 
Law can prejudice us. | 
I fay of any other Law ; for it is not 


{ onely this Law, to which this exception 


may be made ; but many others, per- 
haps every. one Evangelical Law, arc 


Alike repugnant to corrupt nature, and 


{em to ſurmount our ability. 
But neither is the pertormance of this 
task ſo impoſſible, or ſo deſperately hard 


(if we take the right courſe and uſe 


1 2 proper 
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proper means toward it) as is ſuppoſed; 
as may ſomewhat appear, if we wil 
weigh the following conſiderations. 

I.. Be it conſidered, that we may be bf 
miſtaken in our accompt, when we do 4: 
look on the impoſſibility or difficulty of 
ſuch a pra&tice, as it appeareth at pre 
ſent, betore we have ſeriouſly attempted 
and in a good method, by due mean; þ 
earneſtly laboured to atchieve it : fo 
many things cannot be done at firſt, 
with a ſmall praftice, which by degree + 
and a continued endeavour wa be &| 
fected ; divers things are placed ar a 4 
ſtance, ſo that without paſling throug 
the interjacent way we cannot arrive 
them ; divers things ſeem hard befor 
trial, which afterward prove very eaſt: 
it is impoſlible to fly up to the top of : 
ſteeple, but we may aſcend thither by 
ſteps; we cannot get to Rome withon 
croſſing the Seas, and travelling througi 
France or Germany ; it is hard to con 
prehend a ſubtle 7Theoreme in Geomet! 
if we pitch on it firſt, but if we beg 
at the ſimple principles, and go forwar 
through the intermediate propoſitions 
we may eaſily attain a demonſtration 
it ; it is hard to ſwim, to dance, to play 
on an Inſtrument, but a little trial, or 1 
compe 
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competent exerciſe _will render thoſe 
things eaſie to us: .So may the practice 
of this duty ſeem impoſſible, or inſupera- 
bly difficult, before we have employed. 
divers means, and voided divers impedi- 
ments ; before we have inured our minds 
and affections to it, before we have tri- 


! ed our forces in ſome inſtances thereof, 
| previous. to others of a higher ſtrein, 
| and nearer the perfeCtion of it. py 
| If we would ſet our ſelyes to exerciſe 

| charity in thoſe inſtances, whereof we 


ze at firſt capable without much reluc- 


\. tancy, and thence proceed toward others 
| of a higher nature, we may find ſuch 


improvement , and taſte ſuch content 
therein, that we may ſoon ariſe to in- 
credible degrees thereof; and at length 
perhaps we may attain to ſuch a pitch, 
that it will ſeem to us baſe and vain to 
conſider our own good tefore that of 
others, in any ſentible meaſure; And 


'Þ that nature which now ſo mightily doth 


conteſt in favour. of our ſelves, may in 
time give way to a better nature, born 
of cultome, affeting the good of others. 
Let not therefore a preſent ſenſe or ex- 
perience raiſe in our minds a prejudice 
againſt the poſſibility or pratticableneſs 
of this duty. | 

I 3 2: Lat 
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1 Tim. 1.6. and ſincerely, out { a phre heart anda 
farth unfeigned, 
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2, Let us conſider, that in ſome re 
ſpects, and in divers inſtarices 1t 1s very 


teaſible to love our neighbour no leſs 


than our ſelves. 
We may - love our' neighbour truly 


ooel conſcience, ant [ 
Saint Paul doth preſcribe ; or according 


' 7 Per. 1. 22. tO Saint Peter's mjunCtion, fri om a pure : 


(Rom. 12:9.) heart love one another fervently ; andin 


this reſpe& we can do nod more toward 


our ſelves; for truth adinitteth no de 


grees, ſincerity is a pure and complea 
thing, cxctafive of all "mixture or a Þ 


loy. 


our neighbours good , as we ciin be in 
purſuing our own deſigris and interefts: 
tor reaſon eafily can manage and govern 


external practice ; and common expe i 


rience ſheweth the matter to'this extent 
practicable, ſeeing that . often men do 
employ as much diligence 0n the con- 
cerns of others, as they can do on their 
own (being able to doe no*more than 
their beſt 'm -either caſe) wherefore in 
this reſpect charity may vie with ſelfiſh 


neſs; ; 


And as to external a&ts at leaft it || 
plain that charity toward others may 
reach felf-love; for we may be as ſerious, 
as vigorous, as induſtrious in ating for Þ 


ſelves 2? 
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neſs ; and practifing thus far may be a 
ſtep to mount higher. | 
Alfo rational conſideration will enable 


| us to perform ſome interiour atts of cha- 


rity in the higheſt degree ; for if we do 


{ but, (as without much difficulty we 
may do) apply our mind to weigh the - 
| qualities and the aCtions of our neigh- 
| bour, we may thence obtain a. true opt- 
| nion and juſt eſteem of him ; and (le- 
cluding grols folly or flattery. of our 

| ſelves) how can we in that reſpe&t or 


inſtance be more kind or benign to our 


Is it not alſo within the compaſs of 


| our ability to repreſs thoſe paſſions of 
| ſoul, the eruption whereof tendeth to 
| the wrong,: dammage, and: offence of 


our neighbour; in regard to which prac- 


| tice Saint Paul affirmeth, that the Law 
may be fulfilled, Love, faith: he, wor- Rom. 13. 10. 


keth no evil to his neighbour ; there- 


| fore love is the fulfilling of. the law 2 


And what more: in this reſpe&t-can we 
perform for our ſelves? : | 

©. 3: We may conſider, that common- 
ty:we ſee men inclined by other prin- 
ciples to a& as much or more for the 
fake of others, as they would for them- 
ſelves. ' Tt; 
| I 4 Moral 
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"Annie 5 Moral honeſty hath inclined ſome, 


eras x 3 ambition and popularity | have excited 


3 gixey - others to encounter the greateſt dangers, 


hr gee to attaque the greatelt. difficulties, to Þ 


5 7a7i1&- expoſe their fatety,, to ſacrifice their 


xr Jn v- lives for the welfare of their Coun. Þ 


FEpATIvN- 
xe. Ariſt, UC ey. | 


Eth.9.8. . Common friendſhip hath often done Þþ 
Inſana ami- as much, and brutiſh love ( that mad Þ 
friendſhip, as Seneca calleth it) common: Þ 
ly doth far more : for. what will not a 
Had Lover undertake and atchieve for Þ 
his Minion, althongh ſhe really be the Þ 
worſt enemy he can have ? yet for ſuch Þ 
Chryſ. in a Snake will he not. laviſh his eſtate, Þ 
proſtitute his honour, abandon his eaſe, 
hazard his fatety, ſhipwreck. his conſe! Þ 
ence, forfeit his: ſalvation ?. - what may Þ 
not a Delilah obtain of her Sampſon, a 
Cleopatra of: her Anthony, how prejud: | 
cial ſoever it be to his own intereſt and Þþ 


catia. Sen, 


Ep. 9. 


Eph. Þ- 797+ 


welfare?>-- EA BEA 


- Why' then may not a principle « Þ 
Charity (grounded on. ſo much better Þ 
reaſon, and backed by ſ9-much ſtronger | 
motives) be iconceived able to engage Þ 


men to the . like: practice * why may 


not a man be diſpoſed to. doe that out 
of hearty good-will,, which: he can doe Þ 
out of vain conceit, or vicious apperite? | 
($045 4 Wy | 
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why ſhall other forces overbear nature, 
and the power of charity be unable to 


match it ? 


4. Let us conſider, that. thoſe diſpoſi- 


| tions of ſoul which uſually with ſo much 

| violence do thwart the obſervance of 
| this Precept; are not ingredients of true 
| ſelf love, by the which we are dire&ted 
| to _—_— our charity, but a ſpurious 
| broo | 
| imply not a ſober love o | 
| a corrupt fondneſs toward an idol of our 
| fancy miſtaken for our ſelves. 


of our folly and Jenny: haſy 
our ſelves, but 


A high conceit.of our worth or abi- 


} lity, of our fortune or worldly ſtate, of 
| our works and atchievements ; a great 
{ complacence 'or confidence in ſome en- 
{ dowment or advantage belonging to us, 
# 2 ſtiff adherence to. our own will or 
{ humour, a greedy appetite to ſome par- 
| ticular intereſt or baſe pleaſure ; theſe 
| are thoſe, not attendants: of / natural 
{ felf-love, but-iffſues of unnatural depra- 
| vedneſs in-judgment and-: affeCtions , 
| which render: our practice fo' exorbitant 
{ in this regard; making us ſeem to' love 


our ſelves ſo immoderately,' ſo- infinite: 


 ly.; ſo contra&ting our ſouls and draw- 
| 1ng them inwards, that we appear 1indil. 
{ poſed to love our neighbour imany con- 


ſderable 
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ſiderable degree : If theſe (as by ſerioug 
conſideration. they may be) were: vai. 


ded, or much abated, it would not be 
found ſo grievous a matter. to Jove aur 
neighbour as our ſelves; tor that ſober 
love remaining behind, to which nature 
inclineth, and which reaſon approveth, 
would rather help to promote: tha 
yield any. obſtacle to-,our: charity ; ifÞþ 
ſuch perverſe ſelfaſhneſs were checked 
and depreſſed, but natural kindneſs che Þ 
riſhed and advanced, then true ſelf-low 
and charity would compoſe themſelves Þ 


into near a juſt poiſe.  _... 


5. Indeed (which we may furthe: | 
conſider ) -our nature 1s not. fo abſolute 
ly averſe or indiſpoſed -to the pradtic | 


of ſuch charity, as to :thoſe may ſeem, 


who view it ſlightly , either im ſome 
particular inſtances, or-in ordinary prac- 
tice ; nature hath furniſhed us with 
ſtrong inftin&s for the defence and fu 


ſtenance:of our life; and .common-prac- Þ 


tice is depraved by ll ' education and 


cuſtom ; theſe ſome-men: poring on: do 
imagin no-room-left' for charity in the 
con(titution of men ; (but: they conſider 


not, that-one of theſe: may--be ſo made if 


rated, and the. other ſo corrected, that 


heart 


charity -may have a-fair ſcope in mens} 


| iy, of c 


no leſs grateful 
| mind than beauty to our eyes, harmo-. 

'Ny to our ears, fragrancy to our ſmell, 
| and ſweetneſs to our palate ; and to the 
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heart and pradtice; and they flip over 
divers pregnant marks of our natural 


| inclination thereto. 


Man having received his foul from the 


breath of God, and being framed after 
{ the image of his moſt benign parent, 
! there do yet abide in him ſome features 
| reſembling God, and reliques of the di- 
| vine _— ; there are in us —_ of 
| ingenuity, of equity, of pity, of benig- 
oy, which bein cultivated by ſober 
| conſideration and good uſe (under the 
| conduct, and aid of heavenly grace) will 
{ produce noble fruits of clarity. 


The frame of our nature ſo far diſ- 


; poſeth us thereto, that our bowels are 
| touched with ſenſible pain upon the 
| view of any calamitous object ; our fan- 
| cy 1s diſturbed at the report of any difa- 
| fter befalling any perſon ; we can hard- 
| ly ſee or reade a Tragedy without mo- 
{ tions of compaſlion. 


The ow of benignity, of courte- 
emency at firſt ſight, without 

any diſcurſive reflexion, doth obtain ap- 
probation and _—_ from us; being 
and amiable to the 


ſame 
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ſame mental ſenſe malignity, cruelty, 
harſhneſs, all kinds of uncharitable dea- 
ling are very diſguſtfull and loathſome. 

There wanteth not any commenda- 
tion to. procure a reſpett for Charity ; 


nor any-.inveCtive to breed abhorrence | 


of uncharitableneſs, nature ſufficiently 
prompting to favour the one and to de- 
'telt the other. | 
The practice of the farmer in common 
language hath ever been ſtyled humani. 
ty, and the diſpoſition from whence it 
floweth is called good-nature ; the prac- 
tice of the latter is likewiſe termed in 
humanity, and its ſource ill-nature ; as 
thwarting the common notions and in- Þ 
clinations of mankind, deyeſting us of | 


our manhood, and rendring us a ſort ff Þ 


monſters among men. 
No quality. hath a clearer repute, or Þ 
is commonly more admired than, gene- 


damn, x rolity, which is a kind of natural cha- Þ 


ws &v aloge rity, or hath a great ſpice thereof ; No | 


STonetay on 


diſpoſition is more deſpiſed among men 


Ariſt. 9. 8- than niggardly ſelfiſhneſs ; whence com- 
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' monly men are aſhamed to avow ſelf | 


intereſt as a. principle: of their actions, Þ 
(rather fathering them. on ſome other | 
cauſe) as being conſcious. to themſelves Þ 
that it is the baſeſt of all principles. - F 
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- 'Whatever the cenſurers and detrac- 


| tours of humane nature do pretend, yet 


even themſelves do admire pure: bene- 


| ficence, and contemn ſelfiſhneſs ; for 
| (if we look to the bottom of their 
| intent) it is hence, they are bent to 
| ſlander mankind as void of pood na- 
| ture, becauſe. out of malignity they 
| would not allow it a quality fo excel- - 
| ent and divine. | 


Wherefore according to the general . 


| judgment and conſcience of men (to 
| omit other conſiderations) our nature 
{ is not fo averſe from charity, or deſti- 
| tute of propenſions thereto ; and there- 
| fore cheriſh 

| it, we may improve it to higher de- 


ing the natural ſeeds of 


grees. 
6. But ſuppoſing the inclinations of 


| nature, as it now 1tandeth in its depra- 
| ved and crazy ſtate, do fo mightily ob- 
| ſtrut the prattice of this duty in the 
| degree ſpecified, ſo that however we 
{ cannot by any force of reaſon or philo- 
| fophy attain to deſire ſo much or reliſh 
| fo well the good of others as our own, 
| yet we muſt remember, that a ſubſidia- 
| ry power is by the divine mercy dif. 
| penſed, able to controll and fubdue na- 
{ ture to a compliance, to raife our prac- 


tice 
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tice above our natural forces. We haye 
2 like averſeneſs to other ſpiritual duties 
(to the loving God with all our hearts, 
to the mortitying our fleſh and carna{ 


deſires, to the contempt ot worldly 
things, and placing our happineſs in Þþ 
ſpiritual -goods) yet we are able to per. 
orm them by the ſuccour of grace, and 
in virtue of that omnipotency which Þ 
Saint Paul aſſumed to himfelt when he 
faid, 7 can doe all things. by Chriſt en. | 


ling me. 
It we can get the Spirit of love (and 


aſſuredly we may get it, if we carefully Þ 
will feek it, with conſtant fervency im- 
ploring it from him, who hath promi Þ 
ſed to beſtow it on thoſe that ask it) Þ 
it will infuſe into our minds that light, Þ | 


whereby we ſhall diſcern the excellency 


of this duty, together with the folly Þ 
and baſeneſs of that ſelfiſhneſs which Þ 
croſfeth it; it will kindle in our hearts 
charitable affe&tions, diſpoſing us to wi | 
all good to our neighbour, and to feel 
pleaſure therein ; it will render us par- 
takers of that divine nature, which oF 
will guide and urge us in due meaſure 
to aftect the benefit of others, as now Þ 
corrupt nature doth move us unmeaſu- F 
rably to covet our own; being ſuppor- Þ 
ted Þ 


God to love one another ; and endowed #5: y: 
| with the fruzts of the Spirit,. which are Col.z. 

| love, gentleneſs, goodneſs, meekneſs, and E 
| created according to God in Chriſt Feſus 
| to the practice of anſwerable gopd works. 


| theground of culpable ſelt-love, ſcraping, _ 
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ted and elevated by its virtue we may, 

(furmounting the clogs of fleſhly ſenſe 

and conceit) ſoar up to the dye pitch 

of charity ; being Sro3itexlo; taught of 1 Thell. 4. g- 
Eph. 5. 9» 

I2- JS} 

ph. 4+ 234+ 
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7. 'There are divers means conducible 


| to the abatement of difficulty in this 
| praftice, which T ſhall propoſe, referring 
the matter to iſſue upon due trial of 


| them. 


x, Let us -carefully weigh the value 


| of thoſe things which immoderate ſelf- 
| love doth aftect in prejudice to chari- 
| ty, together with the worth-of thoſe 
; _ charity doth ſet in : balance to 
| them. 


Ariſtotle himſelf doth -obſerve, that 0i # iy &s 


[- 4) 
> 
p7rs aura, 


| ſrambling, ſcufting for particular inte- GIAGLTUS Ka 
| reſt, is mens high eſteem, and paſſion 97.759, & 


auriis Ye 


| for, and greedy appetite of wealth, of ,quyms 8 
| honours, of corporeal pleaſures ; whereas 7atim» &, 
| vertuous -perſons not admiring thoſe $7," 
| things will 

| -fake, and out of love to their friends or 2425 : 


11-28 
conſtanly a& for honeſty iSoras mis 


TETWY J© of 


| countrey; wherein although they moſt 2390} gt 


really 
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ww, g really benefit and truly gratifie then 
omelinen ſelves, yet are they not blamed for fe 
Ze we, fines. 

3-1, 97neu- Ro = $f 

wudourd Bay* of 5 mel Taume Meovexiau q8eiZovlar Tels bm1Wuulay, 


© Ing ms midi, x 1h anbyo if Aus: —— Ingios 3 Tas in 


Ci Tels ojerdiCemu. C—_— Ariſt. Erh. 9. 8. Vid. tot, 


And ſo indeed it F If we righth 
did apprehend the infinite vanity of alf 
worldly goods, the meanneſs of privat 


concerns, the true deſpicableneſs of il 
thoſe honours, thoſe profits, thoſe d: 
lights on which commonly men do þ 


dote, we ſhould not be fo fond or jealouf 


of them, as to ſcrape or ſcuffle for then 
envying or grutching them to other, 
If we did conceive the tranfcenden 
worth of future rewards allotted to thi 
and other vertues, the great conſiderabk 
neſs of publick good at which chari 

aimeth, the many advantages whi 

may accrue to us from our neighbout 


welfare, (entertained with complacenc; 


and wiſely accommodated to our -uſe 
we ſhould not be ſoaverſe from tendring 
his good as our own. 


2. Let us conſider our real ſtate in | 
the world, in — upon the 
_ and providence of Almighty 
God. | 


IF 
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If we look upon our ſelves as ſubſiſt. 
ing onely by our own: care and endea- 
vour, without any other patronage. or 
| help, it may thence prove hard to re- 
card the intereſts of others as compa- 
rable to our own ; ſeeing then in order 
to our living with any convenience, it is 
neceſſary. that we ſhould be folicitous 
| for our own preſervation and ſuſtenance, 
| that will engage us to contend with 
others as competitours for the things 
'we need, and uncapable otherwiſe to 
attain : But if (as we ought to doe, and 
the true ſtate of things requireth) we 
conſider our ſelves as ſubſiſting under 
the protection, and by the providence 
of God, who no leſs careth tor us than 
for others, and no leſs for others than 
for us (for, as the Wiſe-man faith, he 

careth for all alike) who recommendety *0wios 5 

to usa being mutually concerned each 775 7 ect 

tor other, and is engaged to keep us Sap & 4, 

from ſuffering thereby ; who comman- 
deth us to disburthen our cares upon 
himſelf; who aſſuredly will the better 
provide for us, as we do more further 
the good of others : If we do conſider 
thus, it will deliver us from ſolicitude 
concerning our ſubſiſtence and perſonal 
nacers, Drccck ; whence we gs 
> Ko reg 
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free to regard the concerns of others, 
with no leſs application than we do re- 


gard our own. 
As living under the ſame Government 


and Laws (being members of one Com- | 


monwealth, one Corporation, one Fa- 
mily) diſpoſeth men not onely willing. 
ly but earneſtly to ſerve the publick in. 


tereſt, beyond any hopes of receiving 
thence any particular advantage anfwe- | 


rable to their pain and care ; fo confide: 
ring our ſelyes as members of the world, 
and of the Church, under the governance 
and patronage of God, may difengags 
us from immoderate reſpect of private 
good, and incline us to promote the 
common welfare. 

3- gl here is one plain way of rendring 
this duty poſſible, or of perteC&tly recon- 


ciling charity to ſelt-love ; whuch is, a Þ 


making the welfare of our neighbour to 
be our own, which if we can doe, then 
caſily may we deſire it moft ſeriouſly, 


then may we promote it with the grea. 


teſt zeal and vigour; tor then it will be an 


inſtance of ſelt-love to exerciſe charity, | 


then both theſe inclinations confpiring 


will march evenly together, one will Þ 


not extrude nor depreſs the other. 
It may be hard, while our concerns 


appear | 


Dn——  . NS I, =” 247 tr ES OE REIT IEY 
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appear divided, not to prefer our own, 
but when they are coincident, or con- 
ſpire together, the ground of that par- 
tiality is removed. 

Nor is this an imaginary courſe, but 


grounded in reaſon, and thereby redu- 


cible to practice : for conſtdering the 
manifold bands of relation (natural, ci- 


| vil, or ſpiritual) between men, as natu- 
| rally of the ſame kind and bloud, as ci- 
vilty members of the ſame ſociety, as 


ſpiritually linked in one brotherhood ; 
conſidering the mutual advantages deri- 


vable from the wealth and welfare of 


each other, (in way of needfull fuccour; 
advice and comfort, of profitable com- 
merce, of pleaſant couverſation ); con- 
ſidering the miſchiefs, which from our 


| neighbours indigency and affliction we 
| tray incur, they rendring him as a wild 


beaſt, unſociable, troublefome and for- 
inidable to us ; conſidering that we can- 
not be happy without good nature, and 


| good humour, and that good nature can- 


not behold any ſad object without pity 


| and dolorous reſentment, good humour 


cannot ſubſiſt in proſpe&t ot ſuch objetts ; 


| conſidering that charity is an inſtrument, 


whereby we may apply all our neigh- 
bours good to our ſelves, it being ours, 
K 2 if 
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if we can find complacence. therein ; it 
may appear reaſonable to reckon all our 
neighbours concerns to our accomprt. 
That this is practicable, experience 
may confirm ; for we may obſerve, that 
men commonly do thus appropriate the 
concerns of others, reſenting the diſaſters 
of a friend, or of a relation with as ſen- 
fible diſpleaſure as they could their own; 
and anſ{werably finding as high a fatis- 
faction in their good fortune. Yea ma- 
ny perſons, do teel more pain by com- 
paſſion for ' others, than they could do 
1n fuſtaining the ſame evils ; divers can 
with a ſtout heart undergo their own 
afflitions, who are melted. with thoſe 
of a friend or brother. . Seeing then in 
true judgment humanity doth match 
any other relation, and Chriſtianity far 
doth exceed all other- alliances , why 
may, we not on them' ground the like 
affeCtions and practices, if reaſon hath 
any force, or conſideration can any wile 
{way 1n our practice ? AG 
4. It will greatly conduce to the per- 
felt obſervance of this Rule, to the de- 


preſſion of ſelf-love, and advancement of | 
charity to the higheſt pitch, if we do Þ 
{tudiouſly contemplate our ſelves, ſtrit- Þ 
ly examining our conſcience, and feri- 
ouſly 


=> 
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ouſly reflecting on our unworthineſs and 
vileneſs ; the infirmities and defects of 
nature, the corruptions and defilements 
of our ſoul, the ſins and miſcarriages of 
our lives ; which doing, we ſhall cer- 


tainly be far from admiring or doting 


on our ſelves; but rather, as Fob did, 


| we ſhall condemn and abhor our ſelves ; Job g. 26. 
| when we ſee our ſelves ſo deformed and JoÞ 42: 6- 


ugly, how can we be amiable in our 
own eyes? how can we more eſteem 
or affect our ſelves than others, of whoſe 
unworthineſs we can haxdly be fo con- 
ſcious or ſure 2 what place can there be 
tor that vanity and folly, for that pride 
and arrogance, for that partiality and in- 
juſtice, which are the ſources of unmo- 
derate ſelf-love ? 

5. And laſtly, we may from many 
conſpicuous Experiments and Examples 
be aſfurd that ſuch a practice of this Du- 


{ ty is not impoſſible ; but theſe I have 
| already produced and urged in. the pre- 


cedent Diſcourſe, and ſhall not repeat 
them again. 
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EPHESIANS 5. 2. 
And walk in love. 


Ls 
Aint Paul telleth us, that the exd i Tim. r. 5 


of the commandment (or the main 

{ſcope of the Evangelical DoCtrine) 

is charity, out of a pure heart and a good 
conſcience, and faith unfeigned ; that 

charity is a general principle of all good 

practice, (let all your things be done in 1 Cor.16.14. 
charity ); that it is the ſum and abridg- 

| ment of all other duties, ſo that he that Gal. 5. 14. 

| loveth another, hath fulfilled the whole m9 _ 
law; that it is the chief of the Theological ' 

| vertues; the prime fruit of the divine x Cor.13.13. 
| Spirit, and the band of perfeftion, which Gal. 5. 22. 

| combineth and conſummateth all other 

| graces. 

| Saint Peter enjoincth us that to all 2 Pet. r. 7. 
other vertues we ſhould add charity , 

8s the top and crown of them; and, 

K4 Above 
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i Pet. 4.3. Above all things, faith he, have fervent 
| charity among your ſelves. 
Saint Fames ftyleth the Law of Cha- 
Jam. 2. 8. rity vir Campure, the royal, or Sove- 
reign Law.. -:.-} :. 
Saint John calleth it, in way of excel. 
x Joh. 3-23, ſence, the commandment of God ( This i 
fle + tf" his commandment that we ſhould love one 
another.) | "| 
Our Lord claimeth it for his peculiar 
Joh. 15.12. Law, This is my commandment ; and a 
155% mew commandment TI give unto you, that 
ye love one another. And he maketh 
the obſervance of. it the ſpecial badge 
Joh. 13. 35- and cognizance of his followers ; By thu 
ſhall all. men know that ye are my diſciples, 
zf ye love one another. | | 
[t being therefore a duty of ſo grand 
importance, it is moſt requiſite that we 
ſhould well underſtand it, and faithfully 
obſerve it ; to which purpoſes I ſhall by 
God's aſſiſtance endeavour 'to' confer 
ſomewhat, firſt by explaining its Nature, 
then by prefling the obſervance of it by 
teveral Inducements. | 
The nature of it will, as I conceive, 
te beſt underſtood. by repreſenting the 


ſevcral chief Ads, which it 'comprizecth | 
or mplyeth as neceſſary prerequiſites, 


or eficntial ingredients, or inſeparable 
OE. 6h ND adhe- 
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adherents to it ; ſome internally reſident 
in the ſoul, others diſcharged in external 
performance ; together with ſome ſpe- 
cial properties of it. And ſuch are thoſe 
which follow. 


'T. Loving our neighbour doth imply, 
that we ſhould value and eſteem him : 
this is neceſſary, for affe&tion doth fol- 
low opinion; ſo that we cannot like 
any thing which we do not eſteem, or 
wherein we do not apprehend ſome con- 
fiderable good, attractive of affection ; 
that is not amiable which is wholly con- 
temptible ; or ſo far as it is ſuch. 

But in right judgment no man is ſuch; 


for the Wiſe man telleth us, that Ze that Prov. 14. 21, 
deſpiſeth his neighbour, finneth ; and, Ze Prov. 11. 12: 


i void of underſtanding that deſpiſeth 
his neighbour ; but no man 1s guilty of 
ſin or tolly for deſpiſing that which is 
wholly deſpicable. 


It 1s indeed true, that every man is 


| ſubject to defects, and to miſchances, apt 


to breed contempt, eſpecially in the 
minds of vulgar and weak people ; but 
no man is really deſpicable. For 
Every man living hath ſtamped on 
him the venerable Image of his glorious 


'Maker, which nothing incident to him 


can utterly detace. Everv 


138 


Every man is of a divine extraCtion, 
and allied to heaven by nature and by 
grace; asthe Son of God, and the Brother 


Job 31. 13, of God Incarnate. IF 1 did deſpiſe the 


I4, 15» 


Job 32. 8. 


cauſe of my man-ſervant or of my maid. 
ſervant when they contended with me, 
what then ſhall I do when God riſeth up, 
and when he wifiteth what ſhall 7 anſwer 
him 2 Did not he that made me in the 
womb, make him 2 and did not one faſhion 
us in the womb ? 

Every man is endewed with that ce. 
leſtial faculty of reaſon, inſpired by the 
Almighty, (tor There is a ſpirit in man, 
and the inſpiration of the Almighty gi- 
veth them underſtanding) and hath an 
1mmortal ſpirit refiding in him ; or rs 
ther is himſelf an Angelical ſpirit dwel- 
ling in a viſible tabernacle. 

Every man was originally deſigned 
and framed for a fruition of eternal hap- 
pineſs. 

Every man hath an intereſt in the 
common redemption, purchaſed by the 
bloud of the Son of God, who taſted 


death for every one. 


Every man is capable of Sovereign Þ 
bliſs, and hath a crown of endleſs glory Þ 


offered to him. 
In fine, every man, and all men alike, 
antece- 
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antecedently to their own will and 
choice, are the objects of his love, of 
his. care, of his mercy ; who is /oving Pal. 145: 9. 
anto every man; and whoſe mercy is cver Job 34. 1% 
all his works ; who hath made the ſmall co, ; , 
and the great, and careth for all alike ; 
who & rich, in bounty and mercy, 20- Rom. 10.12, 
ward all that call upon him. $22 
How then can any man be deemed 
contemptible, having ſo noble relations, 
pacities, and privileges? How a man 
ſtandeth in eſteem with God E/;hu tel- 
kth us, God (faith he) is mighty and de- Job 36. 5: 
ſpiſeth not any ; although he be ſo migh- Pal. 65. 33- 
ty, ſo excellent in perfection, ſo infinite- 
ly in ſtate exalted above all, yet doth 
not he ſlight any ; and how can we gon- 
temn thofe, whom the certain voucher 
and infallible judge of worth deigneth to 
value 2 Indeed God fo valued every man 
as to take great care, to be at great coſt 
and trouble, to ſtoop down from heaven, 


' toaſſume mortal fleſh, to endure pinch- 


ing wants and fore diſtreſſes, to ta/te 
death for every one. 
We may ask with Saint Paul, Why rom.14-10. 


| deft thou ſet at nought thy brother ? 


Is it for the lowneſs of his condition, 


| or for any misfortune that hath befallen 


him ? but are not the beſt men, are not jam, 2, s. 
| all 


I40 
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all men, art not thou thy ſe obnoxiaw 
to the like? hath not God declared that 


- 


he hath a ſpecial regard to fuch? ahd 


. are not ſuch things commonly diſpoſed 


7 COr. Is 26. 


by his hand with a gracious intent ? 

Is it for meanneſs of parts, or abilities, 
or endowments ? but are not theſe the 
gifts of God, abſolutely at his diſpoſal, 
and arbitrarily diſtributed, or preſerved, 
fo that thou who art ſo wiſe in thy own 
concelt to day, mayelt by a diſeaſe, or 
from a judgment (deſerved by thy pride) 
become an Idiot to morrow 2 have nat 
many good and therefore many happy 
men wanted thoſe things ? | 

Is it for moral imperfeC&tions or ble 
mithes ; for vicious habits, or actual mi. 
demeanours ? theſe indeed are the onely 
debaſements and diſparagements of 1 


man ; yet do they not expunge the cha || * 


raCters of Divinity impreſſed on his na 
ture ; and he may by God's mercy re- 
cover from them : And are not we our 
ſelves, it grace do not uphold us, liabk 
to the fame? yea may we not, if with: 
out partiality or flattery we examin our 
ſelves, diſcern the ſame within us, or 
other detects equivalent > And however 
1s not pity rather due to them than con- 
rempt 2 whoſe charafter was it, that 

— they 


they: 
hi 
ofen 
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they'tr afted they were righteoas and de- Tn 18. 9. 
ſiſed others 2 That the moſt palpable. * L5- 


offender ſhould not be quite deſpiſed 
God had a ſpecial care in his Law, for 
that end moderating puniſhment, and 


reſtraining the number of ſtripes ; f Deur. 25. 2 


(aith the Law) 7he wicked man be wor- 
thy to be beaten, the Fudge ſhall cauſe 
bim to Lye down, and to be beaten before 
bis face, according to his fault, by a cer- 
tain number..; forty ſtripes he may give 
him and not exceed ; leſt if he ſhould ex- 
ed, and beat him above theſe with ma- 
w ſtripes, then thy brother ſhould ſeem 
vile anto thee... 

We may, conſider, that the common 
things ( both:good and bad ) wherein 
men agreo, are far more conſiderable 
than the peculiar things wherein they 


 difter ; to be a Man is much beyond be- 


ng a Lord, or a Wit, or a Philoſopher ; 
to be a Chriſtian doth infinitely ſurpals 
being an Empcrour, or a learned Clerk ; 
to be a Sinner is much worſe than to be 
Begger or an Idiot : The agreement of 
men is in the ſubſtance and body of 
things ; the difference is in a circum- 
ſtance, a. fringe, or a ſhadow abozt 
them ; ſo that we cannot deſpiſe ano- 
ther man, without refle&ing contempt 
| O11 
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on our ſelves, who are ſo very like him, 


let 


and not conſiderably better than he, of {#/ 


hardly can without arrogance pretend to 
be 1o. 

We may therefore, and reaſon doth 
require that we ſhould value our neigh 
bour; and it is no impoſſible or unte. 
ſonable Precept which 'Saint Peer pj: 
veth us, to Hononr all men; and with 
it a charitable mind will eafily comply; 
it ever will deſcry ages Sage 
ſomething hononrable, ſometlnng art: 
able in our neighbour ; it will find ſome 
what of dignity in the meaneft, ſome 
what of worth in the baſeft, ſomewhut 
hopefull in the moſt degenerate of men; 
it therefore will not abſolitely Might © 
ſcorn any man whatever, looking on 
him as an abje& or forlorn wretch, un 
worthy of conſideration. 

It is indeed a point of charity to { 
more things eſtimable in others that 
in our ſelves; or to be rg at bj 
more defects meriting diſeſteem in out 
ſelves than in others ; and conſequently 
in our opinion to prefer others before 
us, according to thoſe Apoſtolical Pre: 
cepts, Be kindly affetted one toward ani- 


ther with. brotherly love, in honour pre- 


Phil. 2. 3- ferring one another. In towlineſs of mind 


let | 
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let each efteem other better than them:- 
febves. Be ſubject one to another. 


II. Loving our neighbour doth im- 
ply a ſincere and earneſt deſire of his 
welfare, and good of all kinds, in due 
proportion : for it ts a property of love, 
that it would have its object -moſt wor- 
thy of it ſelf, and conſequently that it 
ſhould attain the beſt ſtate whereof ir is 
capable, and perſiſt firm therein ; to be 
fair and plump, to flouriſh and thrive 
without diminution or decay ; this is 
phin to experience in reſpe& to any 
other thing (a horſe, a flower, a building, 
or any ſuchthing) which we pretend to 
bve ; wherefore charity ſhould diſpoſe 
wto be thus affe&ted to our neighbour; 
fo that we do not look upon his condi- 
tion or affairs with an indifferent eye, 
or cold heart, but are much concerned 
for him, and put forth hearty wiſhes tor 
his intereſts : we ſhould wiſh him ador- 
ned with all vertue, and accompliſhed 
with all worthy endowments of foul ; 
we ſhould wiſh him proſperous ſucceſs 
n all his deſigns, and a comfortable fa- 
tsfation of his defires ; we ſhould will 


hint with alacrity of mind to reap the - 


tits of his induſtry, and to enjoy = 
| be 
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beſt accommodations of his life: Nox 


formally and in complement , as the 
mode 1s, but really and with a cordial 
ſenſe, upon his undertaking any enter: 
prize, we ſhould wiſh him good ſpeed; 
upon any proſperous ſucceſs of his en. 
deavours, we ſhould bid him. joy; 
wherever he is going, whatever. he ; 
doing, we ſhould with him peace and 
the preſence of God with ' him : we 
ſhould tender his health, his ſafety, his 
quiet, his reputation, his, wealth, hi 
proſperity in all reſpects ; but eſpecially 
with peculiar ardency we ſhould defir 
his final weltare, and the happineſs « 
his ſoul, that being incomparably hy 

chief concern. | 
Hence readily ſhould we pour. forth 
our prayers, which are-.the trueſt ex 
preſlions of good defire, for the welfar 
of our neighbour, to hum who 3s able to 
work and beſtow it. *' Wo 
Such was the charity of Saint Paul 
for his Country-men, ſignified in thok 
words , Brethren, ma Ji hearts defire, and 
prayer to God for Iſrael is, that thy 
may be ſaved ; ſuch was his love to the 
Philippians, God is my. record how great: 
ly I long after you all, in'\the bowels 
Feſus. Chriſt ; and this T pray, that Jun 
ove 


Not 
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love may abound more and more in know- 
ledge, and in all judgment — 
, Such was Saint Fohr's charity to his 
friend Gazaus, to whom he ſaid, Beloved, 3 Joh: 2. 
I wiſh above all things, that thou maiſt 
proſper and be in health even as thy ſcul 
proſpereth. 
. Such 1s the charity, which we are 
enjoined to expreſs toward all men, by | 
praying for all men, in conformity to 1 Tim. 2. 3+ 
the charity of God, who wi// have all 
men to be ſaved, and to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. 

Such 1s the charity we are commant- 
ded to uſe toward our enemies, 4/efing Matt. 5. 44+ 
thoſe who curſe us, and praying for thoſe 
who deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute as ; 
the which was exemplified by our Lord, 1% 24 36: 


by Saint Stephen, by all the Holy A- — Ca. 4. 12, 
poſt les. £21 


[TT. Charity doth imply a compla- 
cence or delighttull fatistaction in the 
good of our neighbour ; this is conſe- 
quent on the former property, for that 
joy naturally doth refult from events 
agreeable to our defire : Charity hath a 
good eye, which is not offtended or daz- 
kd with the luſtre of its neighbour's ver- 
tue, or with the ſplendour ot his fortune, 

| but 
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Rom. 12. 15+ 


x Cor.12.26. 


2 Cor. 13: 9. 
Phil. 2. 2. 


4o Is 
I Theſfl. 3+ 9. 


2. 19. 


2 Joh. 4+ 
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but vieweth either of them ſteadily with 


pleafure, as a very delighttull ſpectacle; 


| It, beholdeth him to proſper and flouriſh, 


to grow in wealth and repute not one: 


ly without envious repining, but with 
gladſome content :. Its property 1s zo re. 
Joice with them that rejoice ; to partake 
of their enjoyments, to feaſt in ther 
pleaſures, to trumph in their ſucceſs. 

As one member doth feel the health, 
and the delight which another unmed; 
ately doth enjoy ; ſo hath a charitable 
man a ſenſible complacence in the wel 
fare and joy of his neighbour. 

His proſperity of any kind, 1n pro 
portion to its impoxtance, doth pleak 
him ; but eſpecially his ſpiritual profict 
ency and improvement in vertue doth 
yield matter of content ; and his good 
deeds he beholdeth with abundant fatis 
faction. | 

This is that inſtance of charity which 
S. Paul ſo frequently doth expreſs in his 
Epiſtles, declaring the extream joy he 
clid feel in the faith, in the vertue, 1n the 
orderly converſation of thoſe brethren to 
whom he writeth. 

This charity poſſeſſed Saint Fohn, 
when he faid, { have mo greater joy than 
to hear that my children walk in truth 


This 
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\ This 3s the charity of heaven, which 

doth even checr the Angels, and doth 

enhance the bliſs of the bleſſed Spirits 

there:;; of whom it is ſaid, There zs joy Luk15.7,19! 
in heaven over every finner that repen- 
teth.'''Hence, This 1s the diſpoſition of 
charitable perſons ſincerely to congratu- 

fate any good occurrence to their neigh- 

bour ; they are ready to conſpire in ren- 

dring thanks and praiſe to the Authour 

of their welfare ; taking the good con- 

ferred on their neighbour as a bleſſing 

and obligation on themſelves ; fo that 

they upon ſuch occaſions are apt to ſay 

with Saint Paul; What thanks can we i The. 5. y. 
render to God for you, for all the joy 
wherewith we joy for your ſakes before 

God 2 and, We are bound to thank God 2 The. f. + 
always for you, brethren, becauſe that 
your faith groweth exceedingly, and that 

the charity of every one of: you all toward 

each other aboundeth : and, 7 thank my 1 Cor. 1.4,5- 
God always o# your behalf for the grace Tn —Y 
of God, which is given you by Fefus Chriſt, tpn. x. 16. 
= in every thing ye are enriched by Rat 

It is a Precept of Saint Paz/, Give Epn. 5. 2*- 

thanks always ume mavrov, WICH is 
tranſlated for a things, but it might as 

well be rendred for a// perſ5ns, accor- 
|. ding, 
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z Tim. 2. 1. ding to that Injunction, 7 exhort, thax 


firſt of all ſupplications, prayers, inter. 
=z and 5 apo of rr" made for 
all men ; Not onely Prayers are to be 
made, but Thankſgivings are to be of- 
{ered for all men, out of general charity. 


I V. Correſponderitly, Love of our 
neighbour doth imply condolency and 
commiſeration of the evils befalling him: | 
for what we love, we cannot without 
diſpleaſure behold lying in a bad condi. 
tion, ſinking into I or in danger 
to periſh; ſo to a charitable mind the 
bad ſtate of any man is a moſt unples 
ſant and painfull fight. 

It is the property of Charity ?o mourn 
with thoſe that mourn ; not coldly, but 
paſſionately, (tor *tis, to weep with thoſe 
that weep) relenting every mans caſe 
with an affettion ſutable thereto, and 
as he doth himſelf reſent it. 

Is any man fallen into diſgrace? cha- 
rity doth hold down its head, is abaſhed 
and out of countenance , partaking of 
his thame: Is any man diſappointed of 
his hopes or endeavours? charity crieth 
out alas, as if it were it felt defeated: 
Is any man afflicted with pain or fſick- 
neſs ? charity looketh ſadly, it _ 

an 
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and-groaneth, it fainteth and languiſhetk 
with him: Is any man pinched with 
hard want ? charity if it cannot ſuccour, 
it will condole : doth ill news arrive ? 
charity doth hear it with an unwilling 
ear, and a fad heart, although not par- 
ticularly concerned in it : 'The ſight of 
2 Wreck at Sea, of a Field ſpread with 
Carcaſes, of a Country deſolated, of 


:: F Houſes burnt, and Cities ruined, and of 


the hike calamities incident to mankind, 
would touch the bowels of any man ; 
but the very report of them would af- 
&t the heart- of charity : It doth not 
ſuffer a man with comfort or eaſe to en. 
joy the accommodations of his own 
ſtate, while others before him are in di- 
ſtreſs : It cannot be merry while any 
man in preſence is forrowtull ; it cannot 
ſeem happy while its neighbour doth ap- 
pear miſerable : It hath a thare in all the 
afflictions which it doth behold or hear 
of; according to that inſtance in Saint 


Paul of the Philippians, Te have done S,yyanu- 
welt, that ye did communicate with (or virns- 


partake in) my affiiftions ; and according 


to that Precept, Remember thoſe which tied. 13, 3. 


are 'in bouds, as bound with them. 


Such was the charity of Fob : Dzd Job 30. 2g, 


mr I weep for him that was in trouble 2? 
| L 3 Was 
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Pſal. 35, 12, 


13, 14s 


2 CO7.11429, 


Tay Nite 
DO {iO « 
Matt. I 5. 32. 


Matt. 20. 34» 
IAark Ie 41s 
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was wot my ſoul grieved for the Por 3 

Such was the charity of the Pſalmiſt, 
even toward his ingratefull enemies, 
They (faith he) rewarded me evil for 
good to the ſpoiling. of my ſoul ; but as 
tor me, when they were fick, my clog: 
things was ſackcloath, I humbled my. ſoul 
with faſting — 7 behaved my ſelf, a 
though it had been my friend or my bre- 
ther, I bowed down heavily as one that 
mourneth for-hi mother. . | 

Such was the charity of Saint Paul; 
Who is weak, ſaid he, and I am not weak} 


who is offended,. aud I burn not > with 


tervent compaſſion. | | 

Such was the charity of our Savzoar; 
which ſo reigned in his heart, that ny 
paſſion is ſo often attributed to him 4 
this of pity ; it being expreſſed to be the 


motive of his great works. Feſus (faith I 


Saint Matthew) went forth, and ſaw q 
great multitude, uzi iomAzyyritn tn 
aIT;, and was moved (in his bowels) 
with compaſſion toward them, and he het 
ted their fick ; and, I have compaſſion on 
the multitude, becauſe they have nothing 
to eat, and [ will not ſend them away fa: 
ſting, leſt they faint in the way ; and, 


Jeſus had compaſſion on them, and touched | 


their eyes ; and, Feſus moved with com- 
| palſion 


= 
k- 
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paſton put forth his hand and touched 
bim (the Leper) and ſaith unto him, 1 
will, be thou clean ; and, When the Lord Luk. 7. 13. 
ſaw her (the Widow of Naim, whoſe 
Son was carried out ) he had compaſſion 
on her ; and, He beheld the city and wept Luk. 19. 41s 
over it, conſidering the miſeries impen- 
dent on it, as a juſt puniſhment of their 
outragious injuries againſt himſelf; and 
when the two good Siſters did bewail 
their Brother Lazarus, He groaned in Joh. 11. 
ſpirit and was troubled ; and wept with 35 5% 
them ; whence the Fews did collect, Be- 
hold how he loved him. | 
- Thus any calamity or misfortune be- 
falling his neighbour doth raiſe diſtaſteful] 

ret and commiſeration 1n a charitable 
foul; but eſpecially moral evils (which 
indeed are the great evils, in compariſon 
whereto nothing elſe is evil) do work 
that effect : To ſee men diſhonour and 
wrong their Maker, to provoke his an- 
ger, and incur his disfavour ; to ſee men 
abuſe their reaſon, and diſgrace their 
nature; to ſee men endammage their 
ſpiritual eſtate, to endanger the loſs of 
their ſouls, to diſcoſt from their happt- 
neſs,' and run into eternal ruine, by dt 
ſtemper of mind, and an inordinate con- 
yerſation ; this is moſt afflictive to a 
| L 4 man 


| x Plaln9.158. 


Pal. 119.135. 


: Rom.,5. T, 2+ 
$ 


on the ground, weltring in his bloud, 
with gaping wounds, gaſping for breath, 
without compaſſion 2 And ſeeing the con- 
dition of him that lieth groveling in fin, 
weltring in guilt, wounded with bitter 
remorſe and pangs of conſcience, nearly 
obnoxious to eternal death, 1s far worle 
and more deplorable, how can 1t but 
touch the heart of a charitable man, and 
ſtir his bowels with compaſſionate an- 
guh 2 

Such was the excellent charity of the 
Holy P/almiſt, ſignified in thoſe ejacu- 
lations, / beheld the tranſgreſſours and 
was grieved, becauſe they kept not thy 
—_— ; and, Rzvers of waters run down 
mine eyes, becauſe men keep not thy law, 

Sych was the charity of Saint Pay 
toward his incredulous and obdurate 
Country-men . (notwithſtanding their 
hatred and ll treatment oft himſelt ) the 
which he ſo earneſtly did aver in thoſe 
words, 7 ſay the truth, T lie not, m 
conſcience alſo bearing me witneſs in the 
wy Ghoſt, that T have great heavineſſ 
and continual ſorrow in my heart tor 
them. 

Such was the charity of our Lord, 
which 
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man endewed with any good degree of 
charity. Could one ſee a man ſprawling 
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which diſpoſed him: as to a continual 
ſenſe of mens evils, ſo upon particular 
occaſions to grieve at their ſins and 
ſpiritual wants ; as when the Phariſees 
maligned him tor his doing good, he 
('tis ſaid ) did ounwneiday, grieve ( or Mark 3. 5. 
condole ) for the hardneſs of their heart ; | 
and when he ſaw the multitudes, he was Mat. 9. 36. 
moved with compaſſion on them, becauſe 

they fainted, and were ſcattered abroad, 

& ſheep having ns ſhepheard ; and, when 

he wept over Jeruſalem, becauſe it did Luk. 19. 4t« 
not know in its day the things which be- 

longed to its peace (cither temporal, or 

eternal.) h 

This is that charity, which God him- 

klf in a wonderfull and incomprehen- 

ſible manner doth exemplifie to us ; for 

he is the Father of pitzes ; TOAUTTARY- Jam. 5. IT, 

vos, full of bowels ; his bowels are trou- Luk 1.78. 
led, and do ſound, when he is (tor up- er - - 
holding juſtice, or reclaiming ſinners ) 
conſtrained to inflict puniſhment ; of 

him *tis faid, that his ſoul was grieved Jud. ro. 16, 
for the miſery of Iſrael ; and, that he (52596 
was affiitted in all the afflittions of his 1. 63. 9. 
people : So incredible miracles doth in- (Heb 11.8) 
finite charity work in God, that the im- 


paſſible God in a manner ſhould ſuffer 


with us, that happineſs it {&lf ſhould par- 
take 
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take in our miſery, that grief ſhould 
ſpring up in the fountain of joy : How 
this can be, we thoroughly cannot well 
apprehend , but ſurely thoſe expreſles 
are uſed in condeſcention to ſignifie the 
greatly charitable benignity of God, and 
Luk. 6. 35. to thew us our duty, that we ſhould be 
uk. 55:26) mercifull as our heavenly Father is .mer- 
cifall, ſympathizing with the muleries 
and ſorrows of our brethren. 
This isthat duty, which is ſo frequent: 
ly inculcated ; when we are charged to 
Col. 3.12. put on bowels of pity, to be (Wanhay 
ok. - oo 319): tender-hearted, to be (oupurradd 
x Pet. 3-8- compaſſiogate one toward another. 
Hence it is, that good men in thi 
world cannot live in any brisknelſs of 
mirth or height of jollity, their own 
enjoyments being tempered by the dif 
contents of others ; the eontinual obvi 
ous ſpectacles of forrow, and of fin 
damping their pleaſures, and quaſhing 
exceſiive tranſports of joy : for who 
. could much enjoy himſelf in an hoſpital, 
in a priſon, in a charnel? 


V. It 1s generally a property of Love 
to appropriate its Object ; in apprehen- 
ſion and affeftion embracing it, poſſe 
ling it, enjoying it as its own : So cha 
, rity 


—_—_— 


rity doth; make our neighbour to- be 
ours, engaging ' us: to tender - his: caſe, 
afd-his concerns. as our'own ; fo that 
we ſhall exerciſe:about rhem the ſame 
affections of ſoul (the ſame deſires, the 
faine:hopes and.tears, the ſame joys and 
ſorrows) as about; our own-neareſt and 
moſt peculiar, intereſt; fo that his dan- 
ger. will aftright us, and in his ſecurity 
we.ſhall find repoſe ; his profit is-gain, 
and his loſſes are. dammages to us; we 
do riſe by his pre{erment, and.ſink down 
by. his tall-;\his-good ſpeed 1s a fatisfac- 
tion, and his. diſappointment a croſs to 
us; his enjoyments aflord pleaſtre, and 
his ſufferings bring pain to us. 

So charity doth enJarge our: minds be- 
yond private conſiderations, conferring 
on them an univerſal intereſt, and redu- 
cing all the world within the verge of 
their affectionate care; fo that a mans 
ſelf is a very. ſmall and inconſiderable 
portion of his regard ; whence Chariry 
is faid not to ſeek its own things, and 1 Cor. 13: 5: 
we are commanded not to /ook on our bag 

; . : Il. 2. 4» 
own things ; tor that the .regard which 
charity beareth to its own intereſt in 
compariſon to that, which it beareth to- 
ward the coneerns of others, hath the 
ſame proportion as one man hath to all 
men, 
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men, being therefore exceedingly ſmall, 

and as'it were'none at all | 
This ( faith Saint Chryſc. 
_ Toro xavov XEWere ftome) us the Canon of moſt 
YG, aim nw Perfect Chriſtianiſme, thi ig 
= 7 — = w; 5 pe - nt. boundary, = 5 the 
xowwy ovure-ov mm OIewe birhelt top of it, to ſeek things 
Es a ing joe ere publick : AY 
Phil. 4. 16. according to this rule.charity dith walk, 
it preſcribeth that compaſs to it ſelf, it 
aſpireth to that pitch; it diſpoſeth to 
x Cor.10-33- act as Saint Paul did, 7 pleaſe all men 
in all things, not ſeeking mine own pro- 
fit, but the profit of many, that they may 
be ſaved. | 


266 


VI. It is a property of Love to aftet 
union, or the greateſt approximation 
that can be to its Object: As hatred 
doth ſet things at diſtance, making them 
to ſhun or chaſe away one another ; fo 
love doth attra&t things, doth combine 
them, doth hold them faſt together; 
every one would be embracing and en- 
joying what he Joveth in the manner 
whereof it is capable : So doth charity 
diſpoſe a man to conjunction with 0- 
thers ; it ſoon will breed acquaintance, 
kind converſation, and amicable corre- 
ipondence with our neighbour. 

| It 
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Tt would be a ſtranger to no 'man to 
whom by its entercourſe it may yield 
any benefit or comfort. -- 

[ts arms-are always open, and its bo- 
ſome free to receive all, who do not re- 
jet or decline its amity. 

It is moſt frankly acceſſible, moſt af- 

fable, moſt tractable, moſt ſociable, moſt 
apt to interchange good offices ; moſt 
ready to oblige others, and willing to 
be obliged by them. 
Tt voideth that unreaſonable ſuſpici- 
ouſneſs and diffidence , that timorous 
ſhieneſs, that crafty refervedneſs, that 
ſupercilious moroſity , that faſtidious 
fllennefs and the like untoward diſpo- 
ftions, which keep men ineſtrangement, 
ſtifling good inclinations to familiarity 
and friend(hip. 


VIE. Ir is a property of Love to de- 
fire a reciprocal affection ; for that is the Spes mwrue 
fureſt poſſeſſion and firmeſt union, which —_— 
is grounded upon voluntary conſpiring : 
n affection ; and if we do value any per- 
lon, we cannot but prize his good will 
and eſteem. 

Charity is the mother of friendſhip, 
not onely as inclining us to love others, 


but as attracting others to love us ; dif- 
poſing 
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Rom. 18. 2. 
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1 Cor. 9. 19. 


' Rom. 15. 3: 


Joh. 2. 2. 
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poſing.us to affect their amity, and:by 
obliging means to procure it. my 
Hence is that Evangelical Precept ſo Þ| ur 
often- enjoined- to us, of purſurng peace | bi, 
with all men, importing; that we ſhould | - 
deſire and ſeek by-all fair means the | ch 
good will of men, - without which peace | gu 
trom them cannot ſubſ4lt ; for if they | to 
do not love us, they wall be infeſtingw || pl 
with unkind words 'or deeds. ny 


VIII. Hence alſo Charity! diſpoſcth 
to pleaſe our neighbour, aot onely'by | no 
inoftenſive but by obliging demeanour; Þ in 
by a ready complaiſance and compliance Y w' 
with his tathion, with his humour, witt | hit 
his deſire in matters lawfull, or ma wy} or 
conliſtent with duty and diſcretion, | it 

Such charity Saint Pau/ did preſcribs, | ov 
Let every one pleaſe his neighbour fu fur 
his good to edification : Such he pradtiled} wl 


himtelt, Zver as 7 pleaſe all men: in al in 
things, not ſeeking imine own profit ; and, ſl 17 
1 have made my ſelf a ſervant to all,thah} « 
1 might gain the more. c04 
Such was the charity of our Lord w! 
tor even Chriſt pleaſed not himfelf : Hp gr: 
indeed did ſtoop to converſe with ſorry 
. men in their way, he came when lt 
was invited, he accepted their entertainfj pl; 


ment, 
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ment, he from the frankneſs of his con- 
verfation with all ſorts of perſons did 
undergo the reproach of being a wine- Matt. 11. 19s 
libber, a friend of Publicans and ſinners: 7:34 
It is the Genius and complexion of 
charity to affe&t nothing uncouth or ſin- 
gular in matters of indifferent nature; 
to be candid, not rigid in opinion; to be 
pliable ; not ſtiff in humour ; to be 
imooth and gentle, not rugged and pee- 
viſh in behaviour. 
It doth indeed not flatter, not ſooth. 
not humtonr any man in bad things, or 
in things very abſurd and toohih ; it 
would rather chuſe to diſpleaſe and crois 
him, than to abuſe, to delude, to wrong, 
or hurt him; but excepting ſuch eafes, 
it gladly pleaſeth all men, denying its 
own will and conceit to fatisfie the plea- 
ſure and fancy of others; practiſing that 
which Saint Pexer injoined 
in that Precept, 4e of one Qubrons, CouneSdey 
mind, be compaſſionate, love groom. r va. 2g 
a brethren, be pitiful , be 
courteous ; Or as Saint Paul might intend, 
when he bid us, yee/Ze9zu1 afAcg, to Epi 4 32- 
; Col, 3. 1 
gratifie, to indulge one another. 


IX. Love of our neighbour doth in 
ply readineſs upon all occaſions to do 
him 


Love ſtrong 
& death. 
Cant. 8.6. 


xr Joh. 3. 8. 
Jam. 2. 16. 
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him good, to promote and advance hig 
benefit in all kinds. | 

It doth not reſt in good opinions of 
mind, and good affections of heart, but 
from thoſe roots doth put forth abun. 
dant fruits of real beneficence ; it will 
not be fatisfied with faint deſires, or 
ſlggith wiſhes, but will be up and do- 
ing what it can for its neighbour. 

Love is a buſie and aCtive, a vigorous 
and ſprightfull, a couragious and indy: 
{trious diſpoſition of ſoul ; which will 
prompt a man, and puſh him forward 
to undertake or undergo any thing, to 
endure pains, to encounter dangers, to 
ſurmount difficulties for the good of its 
object. 

Such 1s true charity ; it will diſpoſe 
us 70 love, as Saint Fohn preſcribeth, 
toys xx wanScz, in work and in truth; 
not onely in mental deſire, but in effec: 
tual performance ; not onely in verbal 
pretence, but in real effect. 

Hence charity will render a man a 
General benefaCtour, in all matters, up- 
on all occaſions ; affording to his neigh 
bour all kinds of aſſiſtance and rehiet, 
according to his neighbours need, and 
his own ability : It will make him a 


=; pa bountitull diſpenſer of his goods to the 


poor, 
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zoor, 2 comforter of the afflicted; 2 vi- rtecewys 
fiter of the ſick; an inſtructour of the 0008 6Afs 
ignorant, an adviſer of the doubrfull, a 7715.14, 
protectour of the oppreſſed, a hoſpitable Job 29. 17, 
entertainer of ſtrangers, a reconciler of 1%? 3'- 32» 
difterences; an interceſſour for offenders, 

an advocate of thoſe who need de- 

fence, a ſuccourer of all that want 

help. dy 
The practice of Fob deſeribeth its na- 

ture; 7 (faith he) delivered the poor Job 29. 12: 
that cried, and the fatherleſs, and him 6 
that had none to help him : The Bleſſing 
of him that was ready to periſh came up- 
ow me, and 1 cauſed the widows heart to 
fing for joy. TI was eyes to the blind, and 
feet was I to the lame; I was a father to 
the poor, and the cauſe which 1 knew not 
[ ſearched out; And T brake the jaws of 
the wicked, and plucked the ſpoil out of 


his teeth. If 1 have held the poor from Job 32. 16:4: 
their defire, or have cauſed the eyes of 
the widow to fail; Or have eaten my 
morſel my ſelf alone; and the fatherleſs 
hath not eaten thereof ; If 1 have ſeen 
any periſh for want of cloathing, or an $0] 
poor without covering: The ſtranger did Job 32. 32: 
vot lodge in the ſtreet ; but I opened my 
doors to the traveller. | 

Such 1s a charitable man ; the Sun 1s 
not 


Corn. Nep. 
(in C1mone. 


(1 Cor.4-11.) 
2 Cor. 6, 
Ws 77/0, 


mo. 5 


FIETICOV TES» 


_ 2 Cor. 8.9. 
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not more liberal of his light and warmth, 


than he is of beneficial influence. 

He doth not ſpare his ſubſtance, he. 
ing rich in good works, ready to diftri 
bute, willing to communicate ; And where 


his eſtate taileth, yet the contribution 
of his endeavour will not be wanting; 


he will be ready to draw and preſs other 
to beneficence; ſo doing good not onely 
according to his power, but in a man. 
ner. beyond it, making the ability 
othersto ſupply his own weakneſs, and 
being. liberal with their wealth. - The 
deſcription of Cimon 1s a good charadte 
of a charitable man, Nu#/i fides ejw, 
nulli opera, nulli res familiaris defuit. 
Thus may the:pooreſt men be-grex 
benefatours ; ſo the poor Apoſtles wh 


* had nothing, yet did enrich many; nd 


onely -in ſpiritual treaſure, but” taking 
care for ſupply of the poor, by 'ther 
precepts and moving exhortations ; and 
he that had not where to lay his head 
was the moſt bountitull perſon that eye 
was; for our ſake he became poor, thit 
we by his poverty might be made rich. 
In all kinds charity diſpoſeth to far. 
ther our neighbours good, but eſpecial 
ly inthe concerns of his'foul ; the-which 
as incomparably they do ſurpaſs - al 
others, 


\vereth a multitude of fins. 
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othcrs, ſo it is the trueſt and nobleſt 
charity to promote them. 

It will incline us z7e draw- forth our 1. 58. 7.---, 
ſoul to the hungry, and to ſatisfie the af- 1%, _ 
fitted ſoul ; ». ; the poor that - A ts 
caſt out to. our houſe ; to cover the na- 
ted, to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to 
wndoe the heavy burthens, to let the op- 
preſſed go free, to break every yoke ; to 
ſupply any corporal indigency, to re- 
heve any temporal diſtreſs ; but eſpecial- 
ly it will induce to make proviſion for 
the ſoul, to relieve the ſpiritual needs of 
our neighbour ; by affording him good 
inſtruction, and taking care that he be 
informed in his duty, or. conducted in 
his way to happineſs; by admonition 
and exhortation quickning , encoura- : 
ging, provokz;ng, ſpurring him - 70 good Eis Trets- 
works ; by reſolving him in his doubts, {#9 
and comtorting him - in his-troubles of Heb. 10. 24: 
conſcience ; (/ifting up the hands which Heb. 12. 12 


hang down and the feeble knees) by ihe 5.140 


feaſonable and prudent reproot; by all 


ways ſerving to convert him from the er- Jam. $. 29; 

rour of his way ; and 10+ faving a ſoul 

from death, and hiding a maltitude - of 

fins; which is the proper wark of cha- 

rity; tor charzty (faith Saint Peter ) co- s Per. 4. 8. * 
FOV, 10s 12: 


This 


w > 
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This was the charity of our Savor, 
He went about doing good, healing the 
bodily infirmities , (every ſickneſs and 
every diſeaſe among the people ) atisy- 
ing their bodily neceſſities, comforting 
them in their worldly diſtreſſes, fo far 
as to perform great miracles for thoſe 
purpoſes ( curing inveterdte maladies, 
reſtoring limbs and ſenſes, raifing the 
dead, multiplying loaves and fiſhes ) but 
his charity was chiefly exerciſed in ſp- 
ritual beneficence ; in pourveying ſuſte. 
nance and comfort for their ſouls, in 
feeding their minds by wholſome 1n- 
ſtruction, in curing their ſpiritual di 
{tempers, in correcting their 1gnorances 
and errours, in exciting them to duty 
by powerfull advices and exhortations, 
in ſupporting them by heavenly conſo- 
lations againlt temptations and trouble, 

[Thus alſo did the charity of the holy 


Apoſtles principally exert it ſelf: they I 


did not negle&t affording relief to the 
outward needs of men; they did take 


: care by earneſt interceſſion and exhor- 


Rom. 15-26. tation for ſupport of the poor ; but eſpe- 


I Cor. 16.1 
Gal. 2. 10. 


* cally they did labour to promote the 


2 Cor. 8. 7.-- ſpiritual benefit of men ; tor this they 


2 Cor. 9. I.-- 
1 Tim. 6.18. 


did undertake ſo many cares, and toils, 


Heb, 13. 16, and travels ; for this they did undergo fo 


many 
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many hardſhips, fo many hazards, fo 

many difficulties and troubles ; 7here- 2 Tim. 2.10: 
fore (faid Saint Paul) 7 endure all things 

for the eleits ſake, that they may alſs 0b- 

tain the ſalvation which is in Chriſt Fe- 

ſus, with eternal glory. 


X. This indeed is a property of Cha- 
rity to make a man | 8 himſelf, to 
neglett his own intereſt, yea to deſpiſe 
all felfiſh regards for the benefit of 
his neighbour : to him that 1s inſpi- 
red with charity his own good is not 
good, when it ſtandeth in competition 
with the more conſiderable good of ano- 
ther; nothing is ſo dear to him, which 
he gladly will not part with upon ſuch 
conſiderations. 

Liberty is a precious thing; which 
every man gladly would enjoy, yet how 
little did Saint Paul's charity regard it ? 


| how abſolutely did he abandon it for his 


neighbours good 2 Though (faid he) 7 Nao tua 
am free from all men, yet I have made 7g. o. 19, 
my ſelf ſervant (or have enſlaved my 
ſelf) unto all, that I might gain the 
more : And he did expreſs much fatis- 
tation in the bonds which he bare for Phil. 1. 12.-- 
the good of his brethren. 7 Paul (faith Eph3-1,--13, 
he) the priſoner of Feſus. Chriſt for you 
M 3 


Gentiles: 
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Gentiles ;-—— 1 ſuffer trouble as an evil 
2 Tim. 22 dloer, even unto bonds; — endure al 
phe things for the Eleits ſake. | 
Every man loveth his own humour 
and would pleafe himſelf ; but the cha- 
x Cor. 9. 33- rity of Saint Paul did rather chule to 
1 Cor.10.22» pleaſe all men ; making him all things to 
all men, that by all means he might ſave 
ſome; and the Rule he commended to 
others, and impoſed on himſelt was this, 
Rom. 15-1. We that are ſtrong ought to bear the iy: 
firmities of the weak, and nat to pleaſe 
our ſelves. 

Profit is the common mark of mens 
deſigns and endeavours ; but charity of 
ten doth not aim thereat, but waveth it 
tor its neighbours advantage ; for j 

Phil. 2.9. oxoneire, Aim not every man at his own 
things, but every man alſo at the things 

3 Core19-24+ of others, 1s Saint Paul's Rule; and, wt 
to ſeek his own profit, but the profit if 
many, that they might be ſaved, was 
his practice. 

To ſuffer is grievous to humane n- 
ture, and every man would ſhun it ; but 
charity not onely doth ſupport. it, but 

joyeth in it, when it conduceth to its 
Col. 1.24 Neighbours advantage ; 7 rejozce, ſaid 
200 8 thar charitable Apoſtle, i= my ſufferings 
PATF for you. : x 
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Eaſe is a thing. generally deſirable 
and acceptable ; but charity doth part 
with it, embracing labour, watchings, | 
travels, and troubles for the neighbours 
good : upon this account did the holy 
Apoſtles undertake abundant /abours (as 1 Thell, 2. 9, 
Sant Paul telleth. us) and zo this end 2 0% 3:5 
(faith he) do 7 Jabour ſtriving according 6. 5 © 
to his working , which worketh in me gar oa 
mightily ; to what end? that we may Zu w--- 
preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Fe- _ I. 29 
fu : this is that 070; dem; that Ja- 41,25. 
bour of love, which they did commend Heb. 5. 7- 
in others, and fo notably themſelves ex- * Th 13+ 
erciſe. Ep 

Lite of all things is held moſt preci- 
ous and dear ; :yet this charity upon ur- 
gent occaſions will expoſe, will ſacrifice 
tor its neighbours good ; Zhis (our Lord 
telleth us) # the greateſt love that any Joh. 15: 13. 
man can expreſs to his friend ; and the 
higheſt inſtance that ever was of- chari- 
ty was herein thewed ; the- imitation 


whereof Saint Fohz doth not doubt to 


. recommend to us; 4» this (faith he) 1 Joh. 3. 15. 


have we known the love of God, becauſe 1% 15:12: 
he hath laiq dawn his life for us; and. 
we ought to lay down cur life for the 


, brethren ; and Saint Paul, Walk in love, Eph. s. 2. 


even as Chriſt loved us, and gave him- 


M 4 ſelf 


168 The Fifth Sermag. 
felf for us an offering and ſacrifice tq 
God; the which Precept he backed with 
2 Cor-12.15- his own Example, 7 (faith he) very glad. 
ly will ſpend and be ſpent for your ſouls; 
Phil. 2. 17- and, Jf 7 be offered upon the ſacrifice and 
ſervice of your faith, I joy and rejoice 
1 Theſl. 2,8. with you all; and, Being affeitionately 
defirous of you, we were willing to have 
imparted unto you, not the Goſpel of God 
_ onely, but alſo our own ſouls, becauſe ye 

were dear unto Us. 
Reputation to ſome is more dear than 
life, and *tis worſe than death to be held 
a maletaQtour, to be loaded with odious 


reproaches, to have an infamous charac- 


ter ; yet charity will engage men here 

to, willingly to ſuſtain the moſt grie 

vous oblaquy and diſgrace ; for this the 

ſame heroical Apoſtles did paſs through 

> Cor. 5.8: honour aud diſhonour, through evil __ 
and good report, as decervers and yet 

; Cor-4-910- 7r74e6— for this they were made a ſpec- 
Ks tacle to the world, as fools, as weak, as 
deſpicable ; — were reviled, defamed, 

made as the filth of the' world, and off 

ſcouring of all things. For this Saint Paul 

2 Tim. 2. 9. Was content to ſuffer, ws xax52y%, 4s 4 
malefattour. So there was nothing which 

. charity will not deny it ſelf, and loſe 

tor the good of its neighbour. 

"Tn X 1. It 
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XI. It is a property of Love not to 
ſtand upon diſtin&tions and nice reſpeCts, 
but to be condeſcenſive, arid willing to 

rform the meaneſt offices, needfull, or 
uſefull for the good of its friend. 

He that x loveth is a voluntary 
ſervant, and gladly will ſtoop to any 
imployment, tor which the need, or 
conſiderable benefit, of him whom he 
loveth doth call. 

So the greateſt Souls, and the moſt 
—_ Beings, the which are moſt en- 
dewed with Charity, by it are diſpoſed 
with greateſt readineſs to ſerve their in- 
(criours. 

This made Saint Paul conſtitute him- 
ſelf a ſervant (we might render it a 1 Cor. 9. 1% 
Slave) of all men, abſolutely devoted to 
the promoting their intereſts with his 
utmoſt labour and diligence ; underta- 
king toilſome drudgeries, running about 
upon errands for them. 

This maketh the bleſſed and glorious 
Angels ( the principalities and 'powers Pal. 91. 11: 
above) vouchſafe tos wait on men, to 3* 7: 
be the guards of all good men, ,to be 


- miniſtring Spirits, ſen? our to miniſter Heb. 1. 7,14 


for them, who ſhall inherit ſalvation ; 
Hot onely obedience to God enforceth 
them, but charity diſpoſeth them gladly 

| FA 


x70 


Luk. 15+ 
q, 10» 
Y.11., 
fy ptAGV. 


Joh. I7» > 
2 Cor. 8. 9. 


Luk. 22. 27». 
| Matt. 20. 28, 


Joh. 13. 14- 


Iſa, 57. I 5» 


Pal. 113+ Gs 
(Pfal. 8. 4- 


I44- 3» 
Job 7. 17.) 
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to ſerve us, who are ſo much their in- 
teriours ; the ſame charity, which pro- 
duceth joy in them at the converſion of 
a, ſinner. 

This made the Son of God to deſcend 
from heaven ; and lay aſide that glor 
which he had with God before the wor 
was ; this made him, who was 1o rich, 
zo become poor, that we by his poverty 
might -be enriched ; this made him cox 
verſe and demean himſelt among his 
ſervants, as he that miniſtred ; this made 
him to waſh his Diſciples feet; thereby 
deſigning inftructively to exemplifie the 
duty and nature of Charity, tor /f (fad 
he) 7 your Lord and Maſter have waſhed 
your feet, then ye alſo ought to waſh on 
anothers feet ; for 1 have given you at 
example, that ye ſhould do as I have dont 
z0 you. 

This maketh God himſelf (the high 
and lofty one that inhabiteth eternity) 
to condeſcend fo far, as to be continual 
Iy employed in caretully watching over, 
in providing tor, in-protecting, and af- 
fiſting us vile and wretched worms ; for 
though he dweleth on high, yet humbleth 
he himſelf to behold the things that are 
in heaven aud earth. [This maketh hum 
-with ſo much pain and patience to ſup- 
port 
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port our infirmities, .to bear with our 
offences, to wait for our converſion ; 
according to that Proteſtation . in the 
Prophet , - Thou haſt made me to ſerve Ia. 43. 24, 
with thy fins, thou haft wearied me with 
thine iniquities. 

In conformity to this wonderfull prac- 
tice, whoſe actions are the beſt rules and 
patterns of our deportment , charity 
ſhould diſpoſe us, according to Saint 
Paul's prattice, by love to ferve one Gals. 13. 
another. 

"Indeed it will not ſufter any man to 
bok down on another with ſupercilious 
contempt or neglect ; as if he were un- 
worthy or beneath our regard. It will 
incline ſuperiours to look on their infe- 
riours (their ſubjects, their ſervants, their 
meaneſt and pooreſt neighbours) not as 
beaſts or as ſlaves ; but as men, as bre- 
thren; as deſcending from the ſame Job 3r. 
ſtock, as partakers of the common na- 131415: 
ture and reaſon ; as thoſe who have o0h- 2 Pet. I 1, 
tained the like precious faith ; as heirs 
of the fame precious promiſes and glo- 
rtous hopes ; as their equals in the beſt 
things, and in-all conſiderable advanta- | 
ges ; equals * in God's ſight, and accor- i 
ding to our Lord's intent, when he rhe 


faid, One 1s your Maſter, even Chriſt, and Matt. 23+ 9. 


all 
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all ye are brethren; according to Saint 
Paul's exhortation to Philemon, - that he 

Philem. 16. would receive Oneſimus, not now as a ſer. 
want, but above a ſervant, a brother be. 
loved in the Lord. 

Accordingly charity will diſpoſe men 
of rank in their behaviour to be conde. 
ſcenſive, lowly, meek, courteous, obli 
ging and helpfull to thoſe, who in hu. 
mane eye or in worldly ſtate are moſt 
below them ; remembring that ord: 


nance of our Lord, charged on all his 


Diſciples, and enforced by his own pat- 
Matt. 23-11 tern, Ze that i greateſt among you let 
Luk. 22+ 27+ þ;,; be your ſervant. 

Amicitia p-- Love indeed is the great Levelker, 
we face, Which in 2 manner ſetteth all things on 
| even ground, and reduceth to a juſ 
iſe ; which bringeth down heaven to 
earth, and raiſeth up earth to heaven; 
which inclineth the higheſt to wait 
._ . upon the loweſt, which ingageth the 
_ ſtrength of the mightieſt to help the 
weakeſt, and the wealth of the richeſt 
to ſupply the pooreſt 9 Gras yanlal iooTHs, 
Cor. 8. 14- that there may be an equality ; that no 
where there may bean uſeleſs abundance, 

or a helpleſs indigence. 


XII. Chi 
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X11. Charity doth tegulate our dea- 
ling, our deportment, our converſation 
toward our neighbour, implying good 
uſage, and fair treatment of him on all 
occaſions; for no man doth handle that 
which he loveth rudely or roughly, fo 
2s to endanger the loſs, the detriment, the 
hurt or offence thereof. 

Wherefore the language of charity is 
ſoft and fweet, not wounding the heart, 
not grating on the ear of any with 


whom a man converſeth ; like the lan- 


guage of which the Wiſe man faith, 7 he Prov. rg. 26, 
words of the pure are pleaſant words —; 
ſuch as are ſweet to the ſoul, and health Prov. 16.24. 
to the bones ; and, The words of a wiſe Eccles.1042, 
mans mouth are gracious ; ſuch as- our 
Lords were, A5yoi yearres, words of grace ; Luke 4+ 22: 
ſuch as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of, Let yoar 
ſpeech be always, ex yagrm, with grace. © + - 6. 
ſuch as may gzve grace to the hearers ; pr pf 9 
being entertained, not with averſation, Eph- 4- 9: 
but with favourable acceptance. 

Its carriage is gentle, courteous, be- 
nign; bearing in it marks of afteCtion, 
and kind reſpect. 

Its dealing is equal, moderate, fair, 
yielding no occaſion of diſguſt, or com- 
paint; not catching at, or taking adyan- 
tages, not meting hard meaſure, x 

e 
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It doth not foſter any bad paſſion oy 
humour, which may -embitter or four 
converſation, ſo that it-rendreth.a man 
continually good gy 6 

If a man be harſh or ſurly in his dif 
courſe, rugged or rude .in. his dee. 
nour, hard and rigorous in his dealing, 
it is a certain argument of his defe&-1n 
charity ; for that calmeth and ſweetneth 
the mind, it quaſheth keen, fierce, and 
boiſterous paſlions ; it diſcardeth thok 
conceits,and thoſe humours,from whence 
ſuch prattice doth ifſue.: - 

Charity (faith Saint Paul) sx a9ynwas, 
behaveth not it ſelf unhandſomely ; 1s'n 
untoward, unſeemly, uncivil, or cloy: 
niſh in word, or in carriage, Or in deed; 
It .is.1n truth the moſt civilizing, -and 
moſt poliſhing diſpoſition that can he: 
Nothing:doth —_ a man ſo compleat 
ly Gentile; (not in an affected, or arti 


- ficial way, conſiſting in certain poſture 


or motions of body ; ( dopping, cri 
ging, Sc.) in forms of expreſizon, 
modith addreſſes, which men learn like 
Parrots, and vent by rote, uſually not 
meaning any thing by. them,.often with 


them diſguiſing fraud and rancour) but 


in a real and natural manner, ſuggeſted 
by good judgment and hearty ry 
A ci 
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A charitable man may perhaps not 
be guilty of courtſhip, or may be un- 
practiſed in the modes of addreſs ; but 
he will not be deficient in the ſubſtance 
of paying every man proper and due re- 
ſpect : this indeed 1s true courteſie, 
grounded on reaſon , and proceeding 
trom the heart, which theretore is far 
more genuine, more ſolid, more ſteady, 
than that which is built on faſhion and 
ifueth from affe&tation ; the which in- 
deed onely doth ape, or counterfeit the 
deportment of charity ; for what a cha- 
ritable man truly is, that a gallant would 
ſem to be. 

Such are' the properties of Charity. 


There be alſo further: many particu- 
hr Acts, which have a very cloſe alli- 
ance to it;. being ever. coherent with it, 
or ſpringing-from it ; which iare recom- 
mended- to us by precepts '1n the holy 
Scripture ; the which it will be conveni- 
ent to mention. 76 

x. It is a proper a&-of Charity to 
forbear anger upon provocation, or to 
repreſs its motions, to reſent 1njuries 
and diſcourtefies either : hot at. all, or 
very calmly-and mildly: for: 


Charity 
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Charity s TaCFEuU e721, 7s H0t eafily 


provoked. | 

Charity ucexegavudi, ſuffereth long 
and is kind. 

Charity 77avlz <@Tuwea, doth endure 
all things. 5—\ | 

Anger is/2 yiolent inſurrection of the 
mind agaih{,a perſon ; but love 1s not 
apt to riſe up\in oppoſition againſt any; 
anger is an-intemperate heat, love hath 
a pure warmth quite of another nature; 
as natural heat is from a feaver ; or as 
the heat of the Sun from that of a cul: 
nary fire ; which putteth that out, as 
the Sun-beams do extinguiſh a culinary 
fire ; anger hath an @%z#:5 apwms, an ap. 
petite of revenge, or doing miſchief to 
the object. of 1t ; but love 1s innocent 
and worketh no evil. X 

Love diſpoſeth, if our neighbour doth 
misbehave himſelf toward us (by wrong 


full ufage, or unkind carriage) to be for- 


ry for him, and to pity him ; which are 
paſſions contrary to anger, and ſlaking 
the violences' of it. 

It is faid in the Canticles, Many wa: 
ters cannot quench love, neither can the 
flouds drown it ; charity would hold out 
againſt many neglects, many provoca- 
tions. 
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; Hence the Precepts , Walk with all rixerx 
lalineſs, and 'meekneſs, with long-ſuffe- 4M Wo . 
ring, forbearing one another in. love : Eph. 4 1.3. 
Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, Eph. 4: 31- 
and clamour, and evil ſpeaking be put == id 
away from you, with all malice + Put off Col. 3. 8. 
anger, wrath, malice; &c. Be flow to Jam. 1.19: 
wrath. OE et 
2. It isa p—_ Att of Charity to 
remit offences, ſuppreſſing all deſigns of 
-—_—_ and not retaining any grudge: - 
RR: | 
Charity, Tale Slya, doth cover all 1 Cor. 13.7 
things; and in this ſenſe doth: hide a EP 
multitude of fins + all diſpoſitions, all in- Jam. 5. 20. 
tents to do harm are inconſiſtent with 
, are quite repugnant to it. | . 
Hence thoſe Precepts, Put- on, as the Col.3-12,15 
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindneſſe, humbleneſſe of mind, 
meetneſſe , long ſuffering., forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if 
any man hath a quarrel againſt any, even vualed; 
& Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye + Be Fpl-4-3% 
Je kind one to another , tender-hearted,-- 
forgiving. one another ; even as God for _ 
Chriſt's fake hath forgiven you: See that KINI519 
none render evil for evil, but ever follolp 
that which is good both among: your ſelyes + . . 
and to all men : And many the like Pre. ***-F 
þ--” N cepts - 
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Rom. 12.27. .cepts Occur in the Goſpels, 'the - Apoſto. 


Matt. 6. 14+ [jcal Writings; yea even in the old fe. 
$,6520:22, ſtament, wherein charity did not run in 
25-21. ſo high a ſtrain, \ 
| | 3. It tsa Duty coherent with Chas; 
ty, to maintain concord and peace ; to 
abſtain from .contention and 1trite ; ts. 
gether with the ſources of them, pride, 

envy, emulation, malice. 
We are commanded to be ovxiuya, 
Phil. 2. 2. -and 6wopeors, of one ſoul, of one mand 
: a 3 5 (like the multitude of believers in the 
Eph. 4 3 Ads, who had one heart and one foul) 
Phul. 2. 2. that we ſhould keep the wnity of ji 
97 rit in the bond of peace; that we ſhouli 
x Cor. 1. 10. be of ,one accord, of one mind, ftanday 
pm ws faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind : thu 
$2.15, -- We ſhould all ſpeak the ſame thing,'anl 
Phil. 3-16% that there be no diviſions among us, but 
that we be as gon Joined together 
the ſame mind, and in the ſame juds 
ment ; that there be no factions, ar 
1 Cor.12.23- {chiſmes in the body: that all difſenſions, 
21-15 1:11* all clamours, all murmurings, all emulati 
_ 2Cor12.20. OnS ſhould be abandoned and put away 
Heb 22.4 from us; that we ſhould purſue and 
Rom. 12. 18. maintain peace with all men : obedience 
2 Tim-2. 22-20 which commands can onely be the 
- reſult of charity, eſteeming the perſon 
- --* * .and judgment of our nezghbour; _—_ 
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Is good-will, tendring his good ; cur- - 
bing thoſe fleſhly: luſts, and:thoſe fierce Jan 4-r- 


tons, fromthe predominancy where- Gal. G <q 
of diſcords and ſtrifes do ſprings — © 1 Tim 6. 44 


#- Another charitable prattice-is -be- 
ing candid in opinion, and mild in cen- 
ſore about our neighbour, ' and his acti- 
ans; chaving a good conceit of this per- 
fon and repreſenting him to: our ſelves 
under the :beſt charatter we can; ma 
king the moſt favourable conſtruction 
ef-his words, and the faireſt interprera- 
tion of his deſigns. FIR 

Charity diſpoſeth us to entertain a 
good opuyion of :our neighbour, for de- 
firing his good we ſhall be concerned 
fr him, and prejudiced (as -1t were) -on 
his ſide ; being unwilling to diſcover 
any 'blemiſh m::him to our own diſap- 
pointment and regret. BEET 

Love cannot ſubſiſt without eſteem; 
and it would not. willingly by deſtroy-- 
ing that .loſe its own ſubſiftence. + 

Love would preſerve any good of its 
inend, and therefore his reputation, 
which is a good in it ſelf precious, and 
ever very dear to-him. 

. Love would [beſtow any good, - and 
therefore its eſteem ; whichis a conſide- 
nble good. | 
: N 2 Harth 


130 


xr Cor. 13. 5» 


1 Cor. 13: 7» 


1 Tim, 6. 4- 


The Fifth Sermon. 


Harſh cenſure is a very. rude kind 


treatment, grievouſly. vexing a man, and 
really hurting him ; charity therefore 
will not be guilty of it. 

It diſpoſeth rather to overſee , and 

connive at faults, than to find them, oy 
to pore on them, rather to hide and 
ſmother, than to diſcloſe or divulge them, 
rather to extenuate and excuſe, than to 
exaggerate or aggravate them. 
' Are words capable of a good ſenſe} 
charity will expound them thereto: may 
anaction be imputed to any good intent? 
charity will ever refer it thither : doth 
tault admit any plea, apology, or dim 
nution 2 charity will be ſure to allege it: 
may a quality admit a good name 2 cl: 
rity will call it thereby. 

It doth not AoifeSai xaxe, not mm: 
pute evil, or = it to any man's ac 
compt, beyond abſolute neceſſity. 

It hopeth all things, and believeth al 
things ; hopeth and beheveth all thing 
for the beſt in favour to its neighbour, 
concerning his intentions, and actions 
liable to doubt. 

It baniſheth a// evil ſurmiſes ; it re 
jecteth all ill ſtories, malicious inſinus 
tions, perverſe gloſles and deſcants. 

5. Another charitable praCtice is to 
comport 


our, 


to 
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comport with the infirmities of our 
neighbour ; according to that Rule of 
Saint Paul, We that are ſtrong ought to 'Arrixe% 


> Ftv wr. 


bear the infirmities of the weak, and not $6. 16. 35. 


to pleaſe our ſelves ; and that Precept, 1 Thell.5.14- 
Bear one anothers burtheys, aud ſo fulfill _—_ my” 
the law of Chriſt. 
Is a man wiſer than his neighbour, 
(or in any caſe freer of defects) charity 
will diſpoſe to uſe that advantage ſo as 
not to contemn him, or inſult over him; 
but to inſtru& him, to help him, to com- 
fort him. 
As we deal with children, allowing 
to the infirmities of their age, bearing 
their ignorance, frowardneſs, untoward 
lumours, without dittaſting them ; ſo 
ſhould we with our brethren who labour 
under any weakneſs of mind or humour. 
6. 'Tisanact of charity to abſtain from 
offending, or ſcandalizing our brethren ; 


by doing any thing, which either may * MoAuwenm. 


: j , I Cor. 19. 7. 
occaſion him to commit ſin, or difaftett T%2:5J« + 


him to Religion , or diſcourage him 9w42v9v 


[= I 4vs 72.4 


n the practice of duty, (that which cox. 8. 12. 


daint Paul calleth to * defile and [mite his Rom- 4+ 1 
. - ſm, Ovuien xi 

veak conſcience) or which any-wiſe may Jo hu, 

liſcompoſe, vex, ani grieve him : for, er «rs. 

If thy brother be grizved with thy meat, apr pt 


ww walkeſt thou nat charitably. Rom. 14-20» - 
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HEBREWS 10. 24 


Let us conſider one another to provoke 
wnto love, and to good works. 


THAT which is here recommen- 
[ ded by the Apoitle, as the com- 
mon. Duty of Chriſtians toward: 
each other,upon emergent occaſions,with 
zeal and care to provoke one another to 
the practice of Charity and Beneficence, - 
may well be conceived the ſpecial Duty. 
of thoſe, whoſe Office it is to inſtruct 
and guide others, when opportunity is 
afforded: with that obligation I hall. 
now comply, by repreſenting divers con- 
fiderations ſerving to excite and encou. 
rage us to that prattice : this ('without' 
premiſing any deſeription or explication 
of the Duty ; the Nature, ſpecial Acts 
and Properties whereof I have already 
declared) I ſhall immediately undertake, 
N 4 I. Firſt 
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| I. Firſt then, I deſire you to remem. 

ber and conſider that you are men, and 
as ſuch obliged to .this Duty ; as being 
very agreeable to humane nature ; the 
which (not being corrupted, or diſtem- 
pered by ill uſe) doth incline tv it, doth 
call for it, doth like and approve it, 
doth find fatisactipn and delight there: 
in. : 

Saint Paul chargeth us to be &is aNd- 

Ass piAf5ogyar; or to have a natural af: 

fettion one toward another ; that ſup 

ſetha 5ceyn inbred to men, which ſhould 


Rom. 12. 10. 


be rowſed up, jmproved, and exerciſed: 


Such an one indeed there 1s, which al. 
though often raked up and ſmothered jn 
the common attendances on the provi 
ding for our needs, and proſecuting our 
affairs, will upon occaſion, more or lels 
break forth and diſcover it ſelf.” 
| That the conſtitution and frame of 
our nature diſpoſeth to it, we cannot 
but feel, when our bowels are touched 
with a ſenſible pain at the view of any 
calamitous object, when our fancies are 
Ole 9 diſturbed at the report of any diſaſter 


$A0/T7 av 


kedY' ers Lelalling a man ; when the fight of a 
mn =w7 Tragedy wringeth compaſſion and tears 
62s from us; which affetions we can hard- 
9. - - ly quath by any refleftion, that ſuch 
: , ou events 
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events (true or feigned) do not concern 


our ſelves. 

'Hence _ nature fo 
fr a ociety, . and 
ern lirude : fo Shs a 
man - cannot enjoy himſelf 
alone, or find fatisfattion in 
any good without a compa- 
nion ; not onely for that he 
then cannot receive, but al- 
ſo becauſe he cannot impart 
aſſiſtance, conſolation and de- 
lght in converſe; for men do 
not affect ſociety onely that 
they may obtain benefits 


Hommem homini natura 
conciliat. Sen. Ep. 9. 


Nullius boni ſine ſocio ju-. 
cunda poſſeſſio eft. Sen. Ep. 6. 
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thereby ; but as much or 0 
more, that they may be en- 
abled to communicate them ; nothing 
being more diſtaſtefull than to be al- 
ways on the taking hand: neither in- 
deed hath any thing a more pleafant and 
favoury reliſh than to do Good; as even 
Epicurus, the great Patron of pleaſure 
did confeſs. ' © 

The practice of benignity, of cour- 
teſy, of clemency do at firſt ſight, with- 
out aid of any diſcurſive reflection, ob- 
tain approbation and applauſe from men; 
_ acceptable and amiable to their 
mind, 


RA tD Tar YN 


—_ 
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as bequty to their ſight, harmony 
S 
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to their hearing, agrancy to: their ſmel[- 
C3 


and ſweetneſs to their taſte ; And/corre- 
ſpondently uncharitable diſpoſitions and 
practices (malignity, harſhneſs; cruelxy) 
do offend the mind with a diſguſtfull: 
reſentment of them, - - 5 - Tl 

We may appeal to the conſcience of 
each man if he doth not feel diſlatisfaQi. 
on in that fiercenefs or frowardneſs'of 
temper, which produceth uncharitable. 
neſs ; if we have not a'complacence in 
that ſweet and calm diſpoſition. of ſoul, 
whence charity doth iſſue.; if he do not 
condemn himſelf for :the- one, and ap- 


4 prove himſelf in the other practice. 
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Chalc. 4.1, 
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' This is the common judgment” of 
men ; and therefore in common - lan- 
guage this practice. is ſtyled: humanity, 
as beſt ſorting with our: nature, and' be: 
coming it';: and the principle. whence it 
ſpringethvis called good: nature; and the 
contrary 'practice 1s ſtyled inhumanity, 
as. thwarting our natural inclinations, 
or deveſting us of manhood; and its 
ſource likewiſe 1s termed ul-nature, or 
a corruption of our nature. 

It is therefore a monſtrous paradox, 
croſſing the common ſenſe of men, 
which in this looſe and vain world hath 
lately got ſuch vogue, that all men na- 

WT. ; turally 
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ally are enemies one to another : it 


pretendeth to; be grounded! on common 
obſervation 'and experience ; but it is 
onely art obſerving the worſt actions of 
the worſt men ; of diffolute ruffians, of 
yillainous cheats, of ravenous oppreſſours, 
of malicious politicians, of ſuch degene- 
rite Apoſtatesfrom humanity ; by whoſe 
prattice | (debauched' by: vain conceits 
8nd naughty cuſtoms) ar- ill meaſure is 
taken oft mankind : Ariſtotle! himſelf, 
who had obſeryed' things as well as any 


of theſe men and with as 


tharp a judgment, affirmeth 
the contrary.;/that all men 
are friends,” and difpoſed to 
entertain friendly correſpon- 
dence with one another :  In- 
deed to ſay the contrary is 


blaſphemy againſt the Aj- 


thour of our nature; and is 
ſpaken no leſs. out of profane 
enmity againſt: him , than 
out: of venomous malignity 


againſt men : out of hatred: 
Chalc. Ag. 14. 


to: God and Goodneſs they 
would Uſparage ' and; vilitfe 
the nobleſt 'york of God's 


'\Oliudtov mis EvYpcoac 
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yet do: they -:(if we ſound' the bottom - . 
of their mind} itnply themſclyes to-ad- 
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mire this quality, and by their deeryi 
it do —_— - for y is caſie = ie 
cern that therefore  onely they ſlander 
mankind as uncapable of goodneſs, be. 
cauſe gut of malignity they would not 
allow it ſo excellent a quality. 


II. Let us conſider what our 'neigh: 
bour is, how near in bloud, how like 
in nature, how-mach 1n all conſiderable 
reſpeCts the fame with us he 1s. | 

Should any one wrong or defame our 
brother, we ſhould be Ji leaſed ; ſhould 
we do it our ſelves, or thould we omit 
any office of kindneſs toward him, we 
ſhould blame our ſelves'; Every man is 
\uch, of one ſtock, of one bloud. with 
us; and as ſuch may challenge and call 
tor real affteCtion from us. 

Should any one mar, tear, or deface 
our Picture, ar ſhew .any kind of diſre: 


ſpett thereto, we ſhould be offended, 


taking it for an jndignity put on our 
ſelves; and as far our felyes we ſhould 
never.in ſuch a manner affront or de: 


ſpight our ſelves; Eyery man is ſuch, our 


malt lively image, repreſenting us moſt 
exactly in all ths main figures and tea- 
turezot bady, af ſoul, of ſtate; we thence 
d2 owe reſpett to every one... . 
| Every 
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* Every man is another ſelf, partaker of 
the ſame nature, endewed with the fame 
faculties, ſubje&' to ' the ſame Laws, li- 
able to the ſame fortunes ; diſtinguiſhed 
from us-onely in accidental, and vari- 
able circumſtances ; whence if we be 
amiable or eſtimable, ſo is he upon the 
fame grounds ; and ating impartially 
(according to right judgment) we ſhould 
yield love and efteem to him : by ſligh- 
ting, hating, injuring, hurting him we 
do conſequentially abuſe our ſelves, or 
acknowledge our ſelves deſervedly liable 
to the ſame uſage. | 

Every man as 4 Chriſtian, is in a 
higher and nobler way allied, aſſimila- 
ted, and identified to us; to him there- 
fore upon the like grounds improved 
charity is more due ; and we wrong our 
heavenly relations, our better nature, 
our more conſiderable ſelves, in with- 
holding it from him. 


TIT. Equity doth plainly require Cha- 
rity from us; for every one 1s ready not 
onely to wiſh and ſeek, but to demand 
and claim love from others ; ſo as to be 
much offended, and grievouſly to com- 
plain if he do not find it. 

' We do all conceive love and ref; _ 
UC 


Matt. 9. 


due to us from all men; we take all men 
bound to wiſh and tender our welfare, 
we ſuppoſe our need. to require commi- 
ſeration and ſuccour from every man 
if it be refuſed, we think it a hard caſe, 


and that we are ill uſed; we cry out of 


wrong, of diſcourtelie, . of inhumanity, 
of baſeneſs practiſed toward: us. 

A moderate reſpeC& and affection will 
hardly fſatisfie us, we pretend to them 
in the higheſt degree; diſguſting the 
leaſt appearance of diſregard: or diſaffec, 
tion ; we can ſcarce better digeſt indif 
ference than hatred. . | 

This evidenceth our:ogpinion and con- 
ſcience to be, that we.ought to pay the 
greateſt reſpe&t and kindneſs to our 
neighbour; for it is plainly unjuſt and 
ridiculouſly vain, to require that from 
others, which we refuſe to others, who 
may demand it upon the ſame title; nor 
can we without ſelf-condemnation prac- 
tice that which we deteſt in others. 

In all reaſon and equity, if I would 
have another my friend, I muſt be a 
friend to him ; it I pretend to charity 
from all men, I muſt render it to all m 
the fame kind and meaſyre. | 

Hence is the Law of Charity well 
expretled in thoſe terms, of foing to 
others 
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others whatower mw world have them do 
10:u5; whereby the palpable equity of 
this. praCtice-is demonfirated. Te 


IV. Let: us conſider, that Charity is 
' q:right noble-and worthy thing ; great- 
Jy: ive 'of our nature, much dig. 
nifying and beautifying our ſoul. = 
- Jt rendreth a-man truly great, enlar- 
ging his mind unto a vaſt circumference, 
and to a capacity :near infinite; fo that 
itby a general care:doth reachall things ; 
by an univerſal affe&tion doth embrace 
id graſp the world. 
- By it. our reaſon.obtaineth a field, or 
ſcope of emplayment worthy of ;it, not 
confined to the flender interefts of one 
perſon .or one place, but extending to 
the. concerns-of all men. 

Charity is the imitation and copy of 


I'9T 


that immenſe love, which 1s the toun- Chryſ. in 
tain of all being and all good ; which EP 97-5 


made all things, which preferveth the 
world, which tuſtaineth eve- 


ry creature ; Nothing advan- His Gns igorrore. 7 


ceth us ſ&-near to a reſem- 
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any regard to his own ad- 4%. Naz. Or. 14: 


vantage, 


© The Sixth Sermon. 


vantage, or capacity of finding any be. | 


neficial return , doth bear and expreſg 


the higheſt good-will , with a liberdl | 


hand pouring down ſhowers of bounty 
and mercy on all his crea. 


KaY irgclw oCeiferm tures :* who daily putteth uy 
Hu nuiegs, TROY X; pay "0p", #9. IC 
SS Lin enttdy as. numberleſs indignities and 


phe, Gre, Chryl, ergy. ty. injuries; upholding and main. 


taining thoſe who offend and 
provoke him. 

Charity rendereth us as Angels, or 
Peers to thoſe glorious and bleſſed Crez 
tures; who without receiving or expec. 
ting any requital from us, do heartily 
deſire and delight in our good, are re 
dy to promote it, do willingly ſerve ant 
labour for it. Nothing is more amiabl, 
more admirable, more yenerable eve 
in the common eye and opinion of men; 
it hath in it a beauty and a majeſty apt 
to raviſh every heart : Eyen a ſpark 
it in generoſity of dealing breedeth ad 
miration, a glimpſe of it in formal cour 
teſie of behaviour procureth much e 
ſteem, being deemed to accompliſh and 
adorn a man; how lovely therefore 
and truly gallant is an entire; ſincere, 
conſtant, and uniform practice thereof, 


iſſuing from pure good-will and affec 
tion ! | 
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|. Love indeed or goodneſs (for true 


tbve 1s nothing, elſe but goodneſs exet- 
ting it ſelf, in dire&tion toward objets 
capable of its influence) is the onely 
amiable, and onely honourable thing : 
Power and Wit may be admired by 
ſome, or have ſome ton Idolaters ; but 
being ſevered from goodneſs, or abſtrac- 
ted trom their ſublerviency to-it, they 
cannot obtain real love, they, deſerve 
not any eſteem ; for the worſt, the moſt 
unhappy, the moſt odious and contemp- 
tible of Beings do partake of them in a 
high meaſure : The Prince of Darkneſs 
hath more power ; and reigneth with 
abſolute Sovereignty over more Subjects 
by many than the Great Turk; One 
Devil may have more wit than all the 
politiek 4chetophels, and all the protane 
Hedtors im the world ; yet with all his 
Power and all his Wit he is moſt wret- 
ched, moſt deteſtable, and moſt deſfpi- 
cable : and ſuch in proportion is every 
one, who partaketh in his accurſed dif- 
poſitions of malice and uncharitableneſs, 
For, 


a very mean and baſe thing : It contrac- 
teth a mans ſoul into a narrow compals, 


. or fireightneth it as it were into one 


O point ; 


On the other ſide Uncharitableneſs is Sen, de 
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oint ; drawing all his thoughts, his de. 
ſires, his affetions into himſelf, as tg 
their centre ; ſo that-his reaſon, his will 


his activity have but' one pitifull obje& 
' to exerciſe themſelves about : To ſcrape 
together a little pelf, to catch a vapour 


of fame, to progg for a frivolous ſem. 
blance of power or dignity, to ſooth 
the humour, or pamper the ſenſuality 


| of one poor worm, is the ignoble ſubjet 


of his buſie care and endeavour. 
By it we debaſe our ſelves into an aff. 
nity with the meaneſt things; becoming 


- Either fike Beaſts or Fiends ; like Beaſl, 


EZCKe 22427» 


himſelf, 


aftetting onely our own preſent ſenfib{ 
good ; or like Fiends, deſigning miſchi 
and 'trouble to others. 

It is indeed hard for a man without 
Charity, not to be worſe than an inns 
cent Beaſt ; not at leaſt to be as a Fox, 
or a Wolf; either cunningly lurching, 
or violently ravening for prey : Lox: 
onely can reſtrain a man from flying 
all, and ſeiſing on whatever he meeteth; 


from biting, trom: worrying, from &|| . 


_— every one that is weaker than 
or who cannot defend himfel 


from his paws and teeth. 


V. The - 


(3 
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 V., The practice of Charity is pro- 
ductive of many great benefits 'and ad- 
yantages to us ; 10 that.” to: Tove | our 
neighbour doth involve the trueſt love 
to our ſelves ; and we are tiot. onely ob- 
lged in duty, but may be encouraged 
by our intereſt thereto : Beatitude is of- 


ten pronounced to it, or to ſome parti- 
cular inſtances of it ;. and well may it. 


fo, for it indeed will conſtitute a 
man happy, producing to him manifold 
comforts:. and conveniencies of lite : 
ſome whereof we ſhall touch. © 


VI. (z.) Charity doth free our ſouls 


of all thoſe bad diſpoſitions and paſſions 
Which yexand diſquiet them; © 


195 


for a man 


from thoſe gloomy paſſions, 
which cloud our mind, from 
thoſe keen paſſions, which 
fret our . heart , from thoſe 


tumultuous paſſions,” which, 
ruffle us and diſcompoſe the 
frame of our ſoul. ' © 
_, It ftiffeth anger, (that ſwoon of rea- 
ſon, tranſporting a man out of himſelf) 

Fanals can be incenſed againſt 


"O 38 mi3ng x, pIJors 2h 
opyns 4 Pacravias x Sa 
yoles 35 K2vooZias, x) mo- 


wnegs emwpulas, xz muv70s 


ipaTmes dre, oy Tang 
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Chryſ. in x.Cor. Orat: 32 


4 


thoſe whom he tenderly loverh: a petty — . 
neglect, a hard word, a ſmall difcour- 
.telie will not fire a charitable 

Js WAY Oe?! 


foul; the 


© greateſt 
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greateſt ; affront or wrong can hardly 
kindle rage therein. go 

It banyſheth envy (that ſeverely juſt 


vice, which never failcth to. 


$5105, 5 dui i puniſh it ſelf) for no man 
armor, 6 3 magirn Pp will repine at his wealth g 
To oyoy TW Tagwy L . # 
meT5y 74 5442 4 Jngubreey, proſperity, no man will mt. 
nl in my Xo ws lign his worth or vertue, 
£:x0rms. Gre Naz Orat279, Whoſe good he charitably 
? deſireth and wiſheth. | 

It excludeth rancour and ſpite, thoſe 
diſpoſitions which create a hell in our 
ſoul; which are direC&tly repugnant to 
charity, and thereby diſpelled as dark: 
neſs by light, cold by heart. 

It fuffereth not revenge (that canker 
of the heart) to harbour in our breaſt; 
for who can intend miſchief to him, in 
whoſe good he delighteth, in whoſe evi 

| - he feeleth diſpleaſure ? =: 

' 2 Joh. 4418 Tt voideth tear, ſuſpicion, jealoufie of 

xineny ©28% miſchief deſigned againſt us; the which 

paſſions have torment, or do puniſh us 

(as Saint John faith) racking us with 

anxious expectation of evil; wheretore 

there is, ſaith he, no fear in love, but 

Oderunt quem "2 way love caſteth out fear : No man 

mer indeed is apt to fear him whom he lo- 

veth, or isable much to love him whom 

he feateth ; for love eſteetmeth its objet 

| as 
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as innocent, fear apprehendeth it as hurt- 
full ; love diſpoſeth to follow and em- 
brace, fear inclineth to decline'and ſhun : 
To ſuſpect a friend therefore' is- to diſa- 
vow him for ſuch; and upon ſlender 
pune to conceit ill of him, is to deem 
im unworthy of our love: The inno- ' 
cence and inoffenſiveneſs of charity, - 
which provoketh no man to do us harm, 
doth alſo breed 'great ſecurity and con- 
fidence ; any man will think he may 
walk unarmed. and unguarded. among 
thoſe to whom he beareth good-will, to 
whom he neither meaneth,nor doethany 
harm; being guarded by # good confci. 
ence and ſhielded with innocence. 

:, It removeth diſcontent or diſſatisfac- 
tion in our ſtate ; the which uſually doth 
ſpring. from ill conceits - and ſurmiſes 
about our neighbour, or from wrathfull 
and ſpitefull affe&tions toward him; for 
while men have good refpe& and kind- 
neſs for their neighbours, they ſeldom 
are diſſatisfied in their own condition ; 
they. can never want comfort or deſpair 
of ſuccour. - E 
It curbeth ambition and ayarice; thoſe 
impetuous, thoſe inſatiable, thoſe trouble- 
ſome diſpoſitions; for a man will not at- 
k to climb aboye thoſe, 1n whoſe ho- 
| * # a nour 
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nour he findeth fatisfadtion ; - Nor fo 
ſcramble with them: for the F 900k, which 
he glac ly. would h ve them to en) Joy: s 

Ker? 38 Ty com e pF ency will fa atisfie him whit eh 

1 Fo but for one. hb the ret, anc 
rep Sin me[he who | can as & ole lire, > ſee others 
prota want 4s who, Wo ould” trouble 
ee” himſelf top Meth ers OV ver thoſe, to'ore: 

top them in dignity : Wy fare, to W 
paſs them in wealth, who he 1s reat 
to ſerve i 1n; the. meanctt. offices of kind: 
neſs, whom he would ; 1n honour / -bre- 
fer to himſelf, unto whorn -he will libs 
rally comment what t he hach, fort | 


comfort. an 
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d and pleaſant : The fruits of the Sp3- 
it, faith Saint Pax/, are love, joy, peace, 
lwg-/uffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs (or be- 
gnity) : love precedeth, joy and peace 
blow as its* conſtant attendants, gentle- 
nefs and benignity come after as 1ts cer- 
Love indeed is.the ſweeteſt of all paſ 
lons, ever accompanied with. a fecret 
&eftation and, pleaſant ſenſe ; when- 
ger; it is placed. upon a good object, 
when it aCteth in, a rational way, when 
tis vigorous, *,mulſt needs yield much 
Joy+ . £1 
t. therefore greatly conduceth to our 
tappineſs, or rather alone doth ſuffice to 
conſtitute us happy. 


from divers external miſchiefs and incon- 
yeniencies, to/ which. our life, is expo- 
kd, and: which . otherwiſe we. ſhall. 1n- 
.; If we have not. charity. toward. men, 
we ſhall have enmity. with them; and 


we, ſhall enj 
ly, we ſhall 


ME eta os, ee ee en i. BE. Loo Les 


y...nothing quietly. or. ſafe- 
& nathing without oppoſti- 


, 
_ 


yon.or contention ; no converſation, no 
cmmerce will: be pleafant ; clamour, 


| obloquy, 
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Gal. 5. 22, 
Eph. 5. 12+ 
Col. 3. 12, 


* Eldeſt 
Daughter. 


YH I. (3 ) Charity will preſerve us 


upon that do wait troops of miſchief ; - 
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obloquy, tumult, and trouble will fuy. 
round'us; 


we ſhall live in perpetual dan- 


er; the enmity of the 'meaneſt and 
weakeſt Creature being formidable. 
But all ſuch miſchiets charity will pre. 


Tis #1 $36 cv- 
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vent or remove ; damming 
up the fountains, or extirpa. 
ting the roots of- them : tor 
who will hate a perſon that 
apparently loveth'him ; who 
can be fo barbarous or baſk 
as to hurt that man, whom 
he findeth ever ready to do 
himſelf good 2 what brute, 
what devil can find in his 
heart to be a foe to him, who 
is a ſure friend to all ? No 
Publican can be fo wretched. 
ly vile, no ſinner ſo deſtitute 


Matt. 5. 46 of goodneſs ; for , -f (faith our Lord, 
upon common experience) you love then 
which Tove you, what reward have ym, 
do not even the publicans the ſame ? and, 


If you bo g 


ood to them which do good to 


you, what thank have you 2 for ſinners 
alſo do even the ſame: 'It ſeemeth be- 
yond rhe greateſt degeneracy and cor: 
ruption whereof humane nature is ca- 
pable, to requite charity with enmity, 


yea not to return ſome kindneſs for it: 


Tis 
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Th 5 zaxiowy ; Who (faith. Saint Peter) 1Pet- 3-23- 


# he that will do you hurt, if you be fol- 
lowers of that which s good; or imita- 
tours ot him that is good ; (of the Soye- 
reign goodneſs) 2 none ſurely can be ſo 
unjuſt, or fo unworthy. 

As charity reſtraineth us from doing 
any wrong,- or yielding any- offence to 


' others in thought, in word, in deed; 


from entertaining any bad conceits with- 
out ground, from hatching any miſchie- 
vous deſigns againſt our neighbour ; 
from uſing any harſh, virulent, biting 
hnguage ; from any rugged, diſcourte- 
ous, difobliging behaviour ; from any 
wrongfull, rigorous, ſevere dealing to- 
ward him; from any contemptuous 
pride, or ſupercilious arrogance ; ſo it 
conſequently will defend us from the 
like treatment; for fearee any man is fo 
malicious as without any provecation to 


do miſchief; no man is fo incorrigibly p;acix mates 
favage, as to perſiſt in committing out- prtinax be- 


rage upon perte&t innocence, joined with 
patience, with meekneſs,; with courteſie: 
Charity ſurely will melt the hardeſt 
heart, and charm the fierceſt ſpirit ; it 
will bind the moft violent hand, it will 
ſtill the moſt obſtreperous tongue ; it 


vill reconcile the moſt offended, moſt 


prejudi- 


l 
yt | 


| 
i 
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,Carhones Japis comeregarts . prejudiced. heart.:- it. is the: 
um R coneanatiinR) eſts Pe. d; that, can be of 
ut pleriqae exiſtimant,, {din our. Jatety fram. aſſaults, of, 
oO nefcte, ex: Our intereſt from. dammage, 
co#us fervore Charitatts, 11u-, of. our reputation fr Om ſan- 
micus eſſ: deſiſtat. Hier. ® or  detrattion., and re- 
E'clag. Ll, Caps 9» | proach. Re | 

If you would; have Examples of this; 
experience wall aftord-many'; and ſome 
we have in-theiSacred Records.commen- 

Gen. 32. 20. ded. to our Obſervation.; Eſau was a 
rough man, and one who had been ex; 
ceedingly-. proyoked by his brother 7a: 
cob; yet' how-did- meek and reſpecttull 
demeanour overcome him. !- ſo:that Eſa 

Gen. 33- 4+ (it 15 faid-1n the hiſtory). ray, to. meet him 
( Facob,),.,and, fell. on his, neck,, aud kiſſe 
him, and. they. wept. ' + Le {4 

Saul was a man poſſeſſed with a fu, 
rious envy and ſpite againſt David; yet 
into what expreſſions did the ſenſe of 

r 2am 24+, his kind dealing force him ! {5 ti thy 
26, £9, av: Voce, mny, Sow David * ——- Thou art more 
© righteous thaw {;, for thou haſt rewarded 

me good, whereas 4 have. rewarded thee 

evil; —-bebold T have played the fool, 

and bave, erred exceedingly. ,;;S$o- doth 

charity ſubdue and trumph over. the 

molt inveterate prejudices; and the moſt 

violent paſlions:of men;: [i i 
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"Tf peace and quiet be deſirable things, 
xs certainly they are, and that form im- 
plyeth, when by wiſhing peace with 
28 weare underſtood to with all good 
tothemyit is charity onely that preferveth 
em; which 'mpre ſurely than any 
_—- policy doth quaſh, all war and 
ri ;- for war nuft have parties, and 
firife implieth reſiſtance ; be it the firſt 
or ſecond blow which maketh the' fray, 
charity will avoid it ; for it neither will 
rike the firſt in offence, nor tie ſcond 


'# revenge. "Charity therefore may well 
te kd the Bavll of 'peace,'it being that Eph. 4. 3+ 


onely which can knit mens fouls toge- 
ther; 'and keep them from breaking out 
©Tt-alone 3s. that; which: will prevent 
bickering 'and* claſhing about' points of 
credit 'or intereſt ; if we love. hot. our 
tieighbour, or tehder not his good as our 
own, we ſhall be ever in competition 
and debate with him about thoſe things, 
hot ſuffering him ' to enjoy any thing 

t ring to get above him, 


«wk ſtr | 
crambling with him for whatistobehad, 


"TX. (4) AS charity preſerveth from 


nifchiels, {9 it procureth 'midfiy fweer 
romfortsand fair accommodations of life, 
ps Friend- 
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Friendſhip is a moſt uſefull and plea- 
fant thing; and charity, will conciliate 
good ſtore thereof; it is apt to make all 


Ezo tibi mon- men friends.: for love is the onely gene. 
PE ee 

ine me- 5 . . ; 
dicamemo, the fire which kindleth all it toucheth, 
or _ and propagateth it ſelf in every. capable 
mefice carmi- ſubject ; and ſuch a ſubject is every man 
m, St v1 1n whom humanity is not quite extind, 


Sen. Ep. 9. and hardly can any fuch man be, ſecing 
every man hath ſome good humour .in 
him, ſome bloyd, ſome kindly juice flow. 


ing in his. veins; no man wholly doth. 


..-.. conſiſt of dusky melancholy , ar fiery 

©  choler;whenceallmen may be preſizmed 
liable to the powerfull wnpreſſions of 
charity ; its mild and ſerene countenance, 
its ſweet and gentle ſpeech, its courteous 
and obliging geſture, its fair dealing, its 
benign converſation, its readineſs to do 
any good. or ſervice to any man, will 
infinuate. good-will and reſpect into. all 
hearts. FI | 
. It thence will encompaſs a. man with 
friends, with many guards of his ſafety, 
with many ſupports : of his fortune, 
with many patrons of his reputation, 
with many ſuccourers of his neceſſity, 
with many comforters of his affliction: 
for is a charitable man in danger, wha 
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will not defend him 2 is he falling, who 
will not uphold him 2 is he falſly accu. 
ſd or aſperſed, who will not vindicate 
him ? 1s he in diſtreſs, who will not pi- 
him, who will not .endeavour to re- 
lieve and reſtore him 2 'who' will 'iinſuk 
over his calamity ? will it not in' fuch 
caſes appear a common duty, a commogy 


-intereft to aſſiſt and countenance a com- 
'mon friend, a common -benefaCtour to +. 


mankind 2 


 - Whereas moſt of our life is ſpent in 


ſociety and diſcourſe, charity 15 that 
which. doth ſeaſon and ſweeten theſe, 
rendring them gratefull to others, and 
commodious to ones ſelf; for a chari- 


"table heart is' a ſweet ſpring ,, from 


whence do ifſue ſtreams of wholſome Prov. 1 5. 26. 


and pkaſant/ diſcourſe ; it not being '* 


troubled with any bad paſſion or deſign, 


which may ſour or foul converſation, 


doth ever make him good company to 

others, and rendreth them ſuch to him- 

ſelf; which is a- mighty convenience. 

In ſhort, a charitable man, or, 

true lover of mew will (faith  Tiw yi vs 05 7 ven 


\ -> oy 01#8084, TavTrls Jans- 
S. Chryſoſtome ) inhabit earth ,,, goa, G pee bay: 


as a heaven, every-where carry- mT wixr cxcancs, Chryle 


7ng a ſerenity with him, and in 1 Cor. Or. 32+ 


 plaiting rey thouſand crowns-for rae! 
. himſelf. Again, X. (5) Cha- 
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- * X. (5) Charity doth'in every, eſtate 


yield advantages ſutable thereto ;: betts- 
ring it, and; itnproving it to our. benefit, 
It rendreth proſperity not anely 1n. 


o 


nocent :and-fafe, but:;uſefull.and fruith 
to us; we-then indeed enjoy. it, if, we 
feel the comfort of doing good by it : It 


ſolaceth adverſity ,: conſidering, that jt 


doth ;not-ariſe as a;puniſhment or frujt 
of ill-doing to others ; that it is not at- 


tended with the deſerved ill-will of men; 
that no man hath reaſon . to delight tor 
it, or- inſult over us therein ; that, we 


.may Jonny expect commiſeration a! 
hke to athers. 


- having beeu ready to ſhew 


I tempereth both ſtates ; for in po 


fſperity a man cannot. be tranſported 


with -immoderate joy ,, when fo man 


 obje&ts of pity and grief do preſent them 
ſelves wean, Gm 


, which he is apt deeply 
to. reſent ; in preſperity. he cannot. he 
dejeted with extream ſorrow, being re 


freſhed: by ſo many..good ſucceſſes be 


falling thoſe whom. he, loveth : Qne can 
dition will not puff him up,, bezng ſer 
ſible of his neighbours miſery -;. the 
other will not ſink-him down, having 
complacence in. his neighbours welfare 
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erary i cauſes, -and producing _:contrar 
eats) doth ſpoil all - pcs Fore an. 
dring| proſperity fruitleſs, and adverſity 
comtortleſs. 

; XI. (6.) We may conſider, . that ſe- 
cluding: the exercife of charity, all the 
goods and advantages we have (our beſt 
faculties of nature, our beſt endowments 


of ſoul, the gifts of providence, and the 
fruits of our induſtry) will become vain 
.and fruitleſs, .or noxious and banefall to 


us : for what: is our reaſon worth, what 


doth it ſignifie, if it ſerveth onely for 
:contriving ſorry deſigns, or tranſaQting 


y affairs: about our ſelves 2 what 1s 


'wit good for, if it muſt be ſpent onely - 
in making ſport, or hatching miſchiet 2 
[to what purpoſe is knowledge, it it be 
-not applied to the inſtruction, direction, 
.admonition;, or conſolation of others ? 
: what mattereth abundance: of wealth,:if 
-1t be to be ufeleſly hoarded up, or vainly 
. flung away, in wicked .or. wanton pro- 
fuſeneſs ; if it be not employed in attor- 
i:ding fuccour to our neighbours indigen- 
"cy and diſtreſs ? what is our credit but a 


meer noiſe or a puff of air,if we do not give 


..a ſolidity and ſubſtance to it, by making znerrie Cel4- 
4tanengine of doing 'good ? what is our 
'vertue it ſelf, if it be buried in obſcurity 4. g. 


Or 
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or choaked with idleneſs , yielding. ng 
benefit to others by the luſtre of its ex- 
ample, or by its real influence > What is 
any talent if it be wrapped up in 7 
napkin, any light if it be hid under a 
buſhel ; any _ private if it be not 
by good uſe ſpread out and improved to 
publick benefit 2 If theſe gifts do mini 
{ter onely to our. own particular advan. 
tage, to our perſonal convenience, glory, 
or pleaſure, how ſlimme'things are they, 
how inconſ1derable is their worth? 

But they being managed by charity 
become precious and excellent things; 
they are great in proportion to the great: 
neſs of their uſe, or the extent of their 
beneficial influence : as they carry forth 
good to the world, ſo they bring back 
various benefits to our ſelves; they re 
turn into our boſome laden with reſpet 
and reward from God and from man; 
they yield thanks and commendation 
from without, they work comfort and 
fatisfa&tion within : Yea which is inf 
nitely more conſiderable, and enhanceth 
the price of our gifts to a vail rate, they 
procure glory and bleſſing to God; for 
hereby is God glorified, if we bring forth 
much fruit ; and no good fruit can grow 


x Cor. 13: fromany other ſtock than that of charity. 
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-Uncharitableneſs therefore ſhould be 
bathed and ſhunned by us, as that 
which robbeth us of all our orrtiaments 
and advantages ; which indeed marreth 
and corrupteth all our good things, 
which turneth bleſſings into curſes, and 
rendreth the means ot our welfare to be 
cauſes of miſchief to us; tor without 
charity a man can have no goods, but 
goods worldly and temporal ; and ſuch 
goods thence do prove 1umpertinent bau- 
bles,- butthenſome encumbrances , dan: 
gerous ſnares, banetull poiſons to him: 


XII. (7.) Charity doth hugely ad- 
yance and amplifie a nians ſtate, putting 
him ihto the poſſeſſion or fruition of all 
good thirigs : It will endow, enrich, en- 
noble, embeliſh us with all the world 
hath of precious, of glorious, of tair ; 
by! appropriation thereof to our elves; 
and acquiring of a real intereſt therein: 
What men commonly out of fond ſelf- 
love do vainly afte&t, that ifhtallibly by 
being charitable they may compals, the 
engroſſing to themſelves all kinds of 
good : moſt eaſily, moſt innocently, in 
4 cortpendious afhd fure way; without 
any ſin. or blame, without any care or 
pain; without ariy danger or trouble, 

Þ they 
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they may come to attain and: t0- enjo) 
whatever in common eſteem is defirabſe 
or valuable; they may without greedy 
avarice, or the carkings, the drudgeries, 
the diſgraces going with it procure to 
themſelves abundant wealth ; without 
fond ambition, or the difficulties, the 
hazards, the emulations, the ſtruggling 
to which it is liable, they may arrieto 
great honour ; without. ſordid voluptu- 
ouſneſs, or the fſatieties, the maladies, 
the regrets conſequent thereon, they 
may enjoy all pleaſure ; without any 
wildneſs or wantonneſs, pride, luxury, 
ſloth, any of its temptations and ſnares, 
they may have all proſperity ; they may 
get all larning and wiſedom without 
laborious ſtudy, all vertue and goodneſs 
without the Cr of continual exer- 
ciſe : for are not all theſe things yours, 
if you do eſteem them fo, it you do 
make them ſo, by finding much delight 
and fatisfaCtion in them? doth not your 
neighbours wealth enrich you, if you 
teel content in his poſſeſſing and uſing 
it? doth not his preferment advance 
you, if your ſpirit riſeth with it in a 
gladſome complacence 2 doth not his 
pleaſure delight you, if you rehſh his 
enjoyment ot it 2 doth.not his operty 
| ; ble 
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bleſs you; -if your heart doth exult-and 

triumph 1n-it> do not. his endowments 

adorn you; -if you hke them, if you 
commend them, if the uſe of them:doth 

miniſter comfort and joy to:you ? This 

is the divine Magick of charity, . which 
conveyeth all things into our harids, 

and enſtateth us in a dominion of them, 

whereof nothing can diſſeiſe us; by vir- 

tue whereof berg: (as Saint Pail ſpea- 2 Cor. 6. 10, 
keth of himſelf ) /orrowfull we yet always 

_ having nething we yet poſſeſs all 

things. | | 

Neither | is this property in things 

meerly imaginary or areaſtick (like 

that of Lunaticks, who fancy themſelyes 

mighty Princes, or rich Aldermen) but 

very ſubſtantial and real ; yea far more 


real to the: charitable perſon, than it is 


commontly to: thoſe, who: in legal or 
popular accompt are maſters of them ; 
tor how is propriety in things otherwiſe 
—— than for = _— _ 

leaftire why 'yield- to the prefu- 
ink owner:?' rig Aber if 2 cliaritable 
perſon abundantly draweth from them, 
why are they not truly: his? i why 1s 
not” the. Tree his;: the can pull and taſt 
its Fruits without mjury 'or blame 2: yer 
doth not the propriety! more really be- 
p P 2 long 


5 
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long to him, as to the groſs-poſſeſſour, 
if he doth equally enjoy the benefit, 
without. partaking the inconveniencies 
and impurities adherent to them ; if he 
taſte them innocently and purely, with- 
out'being cloyed, without being diſtrac- 
ted, without being pufied, without be. 
ig encumbred, enſnared, or-.corrupted 
by ea #: 1-21 | 
A charitable man therefore can never 
(in a moral.accompt) 'be poor, or vile, or 
. any-wiſe miſerable;. except all the world 
ſhould be caſt into penury and diſtreſs; 
for while his'neighbour hath any thing, 
he will enjoy it ; rejoicing with thoſe that 
rejoice, as the Apoſtle doth enjoin. 


X TIT. (8.): If therefore we. love our 
ſelves, we: muſt love others, and do 
-others good ; charitable beneficence car- 
rying with it ſo many advantages toour 
ſelves... - LY 
.. Weby charitable complacence do par- 
take: in their welfare, reaping pleaſure 
from all the fruits of their kde and 
fortune. / x7 | | 
We by charitable afliſtance do enable 
and _— them to make gratefull. re- 
turns of ſuccour in our need. | 
-» We thence aſſuredly ſhall obtain their 
BNGk "WEE good- 


hs 
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50d-will, their eſteem; their commen. 
tion : we ſhall maintain peaceable and: 
comfortable entercourſe- with- them, in - 
afety, in quiet, in- good humour and 
ner. - 7 | 
Beſides all other benefits we ſhall get 
that of their prayers ; the which of all 
ers have a-moſt favourable audience 
nd aſſured efficacy : -for--if the- cory Jam. s. 4- 
paints and curſes of thoſe who are op-P<ni24t5 
ſed or negle&ed by-uncharitable dea-/ EV 
ng,” do certainly reach God's 'ears, and” 
pull down vengeance from above ; how 
much ' more-will . the interceſſions and 
bleſſings: of the -poor' pierce the heavens;* 
and thence; draw recompefrice ; ſeeing * 
God is more ready; to; perforth his pro-" 
per and :pleafant works of bounty and Pal. 62. 12, 
mercy,' than to:execute his:J?fange arid Ic 7+ 15: 
upleaſing-aort of | puniſhment”; 'Efſpe-” 
dally the bleſſings of thee poor being al- 
ways accompamed with praiſes and glo- 
rifications of. him, who enableth and dif- 
poſeth men.to do good; the'which prai-! 
ks will everbe reckoned on the accompr- 
of him, 'who drew them forth by his be- 
neficence; it will be (as the Apoſtle faith) 
fruit redounding to his accompt; While Phil: 4; 17. + 
it aboundeth by many thanksgivings to _ 9. IIs 
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«So in virtue: of: Charity.the' pooreſt 
man amply:may requite the wealthieſt; 
and 2 peaſant. may out-doe- the (greateſt 
Prince in beneficence.: TI + RI, 


XIV. We may. conſider, that Chari. 
ty 45 a, practice ſpecially gratciull to God, 
and a molt 'excelient part: af our' Duty ; 
«gt onely - becauſe he: hath at 


iy M *kt. as ſuch with greateſt earneſine(s; nor 
'* - ©—onely becauſe it:doth conſtitute '\us in 


neareſt reſemblance of lum ; but- as a 
Peculiar exprefiion of love and good-will 
toward him;: for if we love:lum, we 
muſt for his:fake-have a-kindnefs. for this 
friends, we gmult tender his intereſts, we 
muſt tavourhis reputation, we:mulſt de. 


.-: .. He; his content and: pleaſure,'we muſt 
1 -> »VCOAFIDUte: our endeavours toward the 
© furtherance of-'theſe his concerns: See- 


ing then God-is an aſſured friend: to all 
men, : ſeeing: he; hath a-property- in all 
men (tor he'is God andi Lord: of all) 
ſceivg;he. much concerneth-.himfſelf for 
all- mens welfare ; ſeeing; from the pro- 
1] perity, from the. vertue, fromthe hap- 
panels: of  eyery-man he gaineth honour 


8.:.And praiſe. ſeeing. he.is greatly \fatisfied 
«2 apd delighted.in- the good, of 'men, we 


'- alſo muſt love them : otherwiſe we 
- greatly 
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greatly ſhall diſoblige and diſguſt him. 
- -Is-1t not indeed a practice 


guilty 'of notorious enmity  "Omr yi, ns 4170s, 
ward hi inconſiſtent 7,270 #% 575 wee 
tow im , inconſiſtent gg; ylunizxs, cares 


with the maintenance of a- 3 aun Ty 219 xoptorrmue 


ny friendſhip 'or peace with 7 Ano 


him, to diſcord in affection 


from him, maligning or dif- , #3 ome Zen, 
: | OY I's OG 


tearly-loveth and favoureth, 
who are ſo nearly allied to 
him by manifold relations, as his Crea- 
tures, his Subje&ts, his Servants, his 
Children, whom che deſigneth and de- 
fireth to crown with eternal glory and 


bliſs 1A; 


F . XV. Seeing God vouchſafeth to 
&lteem whatever is done in Charity to 


our neighbour (if done with an honeſt 
and pious mind, as to his friends) to be 
done unto himſelf ;; that in feeding our 
indigent neighbour; we refreſh him, in 
cloathing our neighbour we comfort 
him;:we do by charitable beneficence 
oblige ' God, and »become in .a-manner 
benetactours to :him3' and as ſuch afſu- 
redly. thall be requited 'by him; and is 
-notthis a high privilege; agreat honour, 
2 mighty advantage'to'ts? If a man had 
Th P 4 opP2r- 
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opportunity to do that, which his Princs 
would acknowledge a courtefie and ob. 
ligation to him, what a happineſs would 
he accompt it? and how far more con. 
ſiderable is it, that we can fo eaſily do 
that which the Lord of all, in whoſe 
diſpoſal all things are, will take ſo kind. 
ly at our hands? LT + Gil 


XVI. We may conſider, that Chari. 
ty is a very feaſible and very eafie Di. 
ty : 1t fequireth no fſore'pain, no grie- 
vous trauble, no great colt; 


11 8 Gym 7 tor it conſiſteth onely in 
EIT = a8. good-will , and that' which 
Sorls, x mor 8Jive---- naturally ſpringeth thence; 


Chryſ. in 1 Cor. Or. 32. 


2 Cor. 9. 7. 8. 13+ 5 
TIotos mos pn Kakas 
6:76 2d kva; mic Sooke 
Aig, dmranzylwas @Dvvs 
X Caokaviai ; motos j40- 
9; Ins (al KaKads TAY Ul 
Iva ; --» Chryl. ard). n. 


not be ſo h 


willingneſs and cheerfulneſs 
are neceſſary ingredients or 
adjunCts of- it ;*' the which 
imply facility : whence' the 
weakeſt and: pooreſt man is 
no lefs able to perform it 
than the: greateſt potentate; 
his heart: may be as. chari- 
table, though his hand 'can- 


beral ; one of the moſt noble 


.and moſt famous: charities that ever 
Luk. 21. 2: was, Was the giving two mites ;- and 
Mart, 10. 42 the g/ving a onp of: cold water: is: the 


inſtance of that :beneficence ;=iwhich 


ſal 


- WOU 
ill thoughts, . to reſtrain our tongues *,.' 
from ill ſpeaking , to ,abſtain from all 
bad demeanour and dealing ? it is but 
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ſhall not fail of being rewarded. 
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X VII. We may conſider, that Cha- 
rity is the beſt, the moſt aſſured, the 
moſt eafte and expedite way, or inſtru- .. 
ment of performing all other duty to- 
ward our neighbour : Tf we would dif- 


patch, love and all is done ;. if we would 


perfect .in obedience, love and we' 
ſhall not fail in any* point ; for /ove 35 Rom. 13. 195 
the fotos of the [aw;* love is the bond 9% 514+ 


of perfettedneſ : would we be ſecure in 
the practice of juſtice; of, meekneſs, of _ 
humility toward all men, of conſtant 
fidelity* toward our friends, of gentle 


moderation' toward our enemies, of 

loyalty toward our ſuperiours, of be- 

nignity toward our'interiours ; if we. | 
id be ſure to purifie,our minds from .: 


having charity , and infaltibly you will 
do all this ; for love worketh no il[ to Rom. 12. 


"its neighbour ; love thinketh no evil ; 1 Cor. 13. 5s 
love behaveth not it ſelf unfeemly. 


Would 'we diſcharge all our Duties 
EL without 


AA ee a dt fr 
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without any relutancy or 
Ki $8 Larry 3 indy regret, Lo ner —_ 
4 mam” Ge Chr, ON, and pleaſure? love will 
.—- —_ Ow certainly diſpoſe us thereto; 
--- for it always a&teth freely 
and cheertully, without any 
Jr bs fire, © compulſion or {training ; 
| it is ever accompanied with 
Amor oat \jote; 4dclettation : Tf. we. would 
Sn Sow ht Eug. KNOW its way. and virtue of 
Prol. | acting, we may ſee it repre 
ie Som, i a... ſented in the ,procceding of 
y MAE Facob, who being inſpired 
a by love did Pau: ed ho 
"without regret endure fo long an fo 
foil, ſich diſappointments and ſuch af 
Gen. 29+ 20+ fronts ; ; And 4 faith the Text, /r- 
"ved ſeven jears. for Rachel, and the 
ſeemed to gf but a few days for the 
love he had to ter, yp | 
This is the root; from 
'0 F. oped. oak whenee voluntary obedience 
——— fr: Ar in. oh, naturally grow ; if at 
x Cor. Or. 3% planted in our heart, >- 
pod not tear. hat that al 
"Lind & aol fruit will Iprout forth into 
converſation. and prattice. . 
But without.it we ſhall not ever 
' "forrh any good: work perfetty, ſtead, y, 


in a kindly manner ; no gthar principle 


It 15 winged. 


will 
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wilt ſerve,. if we- are-onely moved by 
oy and ſpur, driven on by fear, or-in- 
ted by hope, we thatl go forward un- 


willingly and dully, often halting; ever. 


ſagging; thoſe principles, which do pur 
ſaves and mercenaries 'on: ation \, -as 

arenot ſo noble and worthy, 1o nei- 
ther-are they: {o 'effeftual” and ftire;” as 
anbition , 'vain-glory , ſet-intereſt,” de- 
hgn of ſecurity, of profit, 'of compliance 
with the expettation' of men, &c.*-" 


XVII: Charity giveth worth, form, 


and life ro all verrne; fo that withour ir Chr i 


no ation is 'valuable-in it ſelf, 'or iccep- 
table fo. God. | E300 
| Sever" it from' courage; and what is 
that, -but the boldneſs: or fiercenel$ of a 
beaft 2 from meekneſs ;' and what'is that, 
but the ſoftneſs of a woman,” or weak- 
neſs of 'a child-> from courtelie ; and 
what is that, but affeRation or artifice 2 
from:juftice ; what isthat, but humour 
or-policy ? from wiſedom ; what is that, 
but erfft and ſubtilty ?/ HRT SRO 
':'What meaneth faith without it; but 
dry opinion; what'hope, -bur blindÞre- 
furprion ;- what. alnisdoing,- but: ambi- 
tious oftentation ;- Whit undergoing mar- 


| ryrdom;- bur ſtiffiieſs or ſturditiels of re- 


ſolution ; 
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ſolution ; what ts devotion , but. glo- 
zing or mocking with God ?' what is: 
any practice (how ſpecious ſoeyer-in ap- 
rance, or materially good )-but 'an 
1{ſue of ſelf-conceit, - or ſelt-will,: of fer-: 
vile fear, or mercenary deſign ? Though 
I have faith, ſo that I could remove moun- 
tains, aud have not charity, I am nothing; 
though I beſtow all my! goods to feed the 
poor ;'qud though I give my. body to be 
burned, and have not. charity, it profiteth 
me nothing. | 
But Charity doth fanCtifie every ati. 
on, and -impregnate all qur practice with 
a ſayour of goodneſs, turning all-we:do. 
into vertue ; it is true fortitude; and-gal 
lantry indeed, when a-man out of chari- 
ty and. hearty defign';to promote -his 
neighbours good doth encounter dangers 
and difficulties ; it is genuine meekneſs, 
when a, man out. of charity and unwik 
lingneſs. to hurt his neighbour, dath: pa: 
tiently..comport with- injuries and: dif 
courteſies ; it isyertuoys courteſie, when 
cordial aftetion venteth. it | ſelf -in civil 
language, in reſpectfull'deportment;7in 
obliging: performances ; . it -is excellent 
juſtice, when a man regarding his neigh-: 
bours.caſe as his -own,. doth unto-hum, 
as he \yould have it done'to himfelf; -it 


IS 
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is adrftirable wiſedom, ' which ſagaciouſ- 
- || ly :contriveth and - dexterouſſy -mana- 
; | geth things with the beſt advantage to- 
- | wards agen rae It is a wor- 
- | thy faith, which being: ſpirited and ac- Gal. 5.6. 
: | txated by charity, doth produce goodly rh wa 
| | fruits 'of beneficence ;' it 1s a ſound and 
; | folid hope, which is grounded on that 
everlaſting foundation of charity, which 
wever. doth fail, or fall away ; it is ſincere 1 Cor. 3. 8. 
alms; which not onely the hand'; but 
the heart doth reach forth ; it is'art ac- 
ceptable ſacrifice, which "is kindled by 
the holy: fire of fervent affeQtion-; it is a 
pure: devotion, which is offered up with 
acalmand benign mind, reſembling the : Tim. 2. 8. 
tifpofition of that goodneſs which 'it Ma 5: 25: 
Tf therefore we would do any thing 
well, if we would not loſe all the vertue, 
and forfeit all the benefit of what- we 
perform, we muſt follow the Rule of 
Saint Paul, to do' all our works in cha- 1 Cor.16.14: 
g ity. gh HT. 

XIX. So great benefits doth Charity 
yield ; yet it it did not yield any of 
them, 1t would deſerve and clatme our 
obſervance ; without regard to its ſweet 
fruits, and beneficial conſequences, it 
Nats were 
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were to be-embraced and chertthedj for 
it carrieth a reward, and a heavenin it 
ſelf ; the very ſame whuch conſtituteth 
God himſelf n_—_ happy, and which 
beatifieth every bleſſed Spifit, in: propor: 
tion to its capacity and exerciſe thereof; 
A. man doth — enjoy himſelf 
in that ſteady compolſedneſs, and: ſavou 
ry complacence of mind which ever doth 
attend -it ; and as the prefent ſenſe, fois 
the memory of it, or the good. conſt 
ence of having, done good, very delict 
ous and fatisfactory. | 

As it- 1s a raskally delight (tempered 
with regret, and vaniſhing into bitter: 
neſs) which men. feel in wreaking ſpite 
or doing miſchief ; ſuch as they canna 
reflect upon without diſguſt and con 
demning; their baſe imporency of ſoul; 
fo.is the pleafure which charity doth 
breed altogether -pure , gratefull to the 
mind, and encreaſing by reflexion ; ne 
ver, perithing or decaying; 2 man etet 
nally enjoying the good he hath done, 
by remembring and ruminating thereon 


za 4 


XX. Whereas the great obſtack- to 
Charity is ſelf-love, or an extravagait 
fondaeſs of our, own intereſts, yo. uſt 
chart: 
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charitablene(s. deſtroyeth that :- for. how: 


can we love our ſelves, if we. do want 
charity, how can we appear lovely to 
our ſelves. t& we are deſtitute of fo. wor- 
thy an endowment, -orit we can diſcern 


thoſe unworthy diſpoſitions;. which ac- 
company:the detect of.it? can we-eſteem- 


ſ mean, ſo. vile, ſo ugly things as we 
then are 2: Arifotle ſaith, that bad men 
cannot be. friends.to: themſelves, becauſe 
bqving in. themſebves. nothing.” amiable, 
they can feel no affettion toward them- 
"4 ; and certainly, if weare not ſtark 
blind, or can but ſee wrath, ſpite, envy, 
revenge in their own black and ugly 
hue, we muſt needs (if they do potteſs 
our ſouls) grow odious and defpicable 
to our ſelves. And being they do rob 
us of ſo many great benetits, and bring 
b many grievous miſchiets on us, we 
cannot+ be otherwiſe than enemies to our 
ſelves by cheriſhing them, or ſuffering 
them to lodge in us. 

Theſe are ſome very conſiderable In- 
ducements to the practice of this great 


yertue; there are diyers others, of a. 


higher nature, derivablefrom the inmoſt 
bowels of our Religion, grounded on its 
peculiar Conſtitution and Obligations, 
which I ſhall now forbear to mention, 
reſerving 
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reſerving them for a particular Diſcourſs 
by themſelves.  - VO 


Auinquage O Lord, who haſt taught us, that all 
—— our doings without Charity are nothing 
worth ; Send thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour 
znto our hearts that moſt excellent gift 
of Charity, the very bond of peace and 
of all wertues, without which whoſoever 
liveth is counted dead before thee. Grant 
this for thine onely Son Jeſus Chriſts Þ| if 


ſake. . 


Ay 
ooo bbopbeneve 
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ROMANS r2:. 18. 


If it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men. 


HIS Chapter containeth many 
excellent Precepts , and whol- 
ſome Advices (ſcarce any por- 


_ tion of Holy Scripture ſo many in ſo 


little compaſs.) From among them TI have 
ſelected one, alas, but too ſeaſonable and 
pertinent to the unhappy condition of 
our diſtracted Age, wherein to obſerve 
this, and ſuch like Injun&tions, 1s by 
many eſteemed an impoſlibility, by 
others a wonder, by ſome a crime. It 
hath an apt coherence with, yet no 
neceſſary dependance upon the parts ad- 
joining ; whencelI may preſume to treat 
upon 1t diſtin&tly by it ſelt ; and with- 
out farther preface or circumſtance we 
may conſider ſeveral particulars _— 
I. An 
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1]. And Firſt, Concerning the Advice 
it ſelf, or the Subſtance of the Duty 
charged on us, Eighwwwv, ( to be in 
peace, or live peaceably ) we may take 
notice, that, 'whether according to the 
more uſual acception it be applied to 
the publick eſtate of things, or as here 
doth relate onely to private converfſati- 
on, it doth import, | 
t. Not barely a negation of doing, 
or ſuffering harm ; or an abſtinence from 
ſtrife and violence (for a meer ſtrange. 
neſs this may be, a want of occaſion, 
or a truce, rather than a peace) but a 
poſitive Amity, and diſpoſition to per: 
form ſuch kind offices, without which 
good correſpondence among men can- 
not ſubſiſt. For they who by reaſon of 
diſtance of place, non-acquaintance, or 
defect of opportunity maintain no enter- 
courſe, cannot properly be ſaid to be in 
peace with one another : But thofe who 
have frequent occaſion of commerce, 
whoſe conditions require enterchanges 
of courteſie and relief, who are ſome 
way obliged and diſpoſed to afford need. 
full ſfuccour, and ſafe retreat to each 
other ; Theſe may be faid to live in 
peace together;' and theſe onely ; it be- 
ing in a manner iumpoſiibk, that = 
who 
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whoare not diſpoſed to do good to others 
(if they have power and opportunity.) 
ſhould long abſtain from doing hartti. 

2. Living peacecably implies not ſome 
few tranſitory performances, proceeding 
from caſual humour or the like; but a 
conſtant, ſtable, and well-ſettled condi- 
tion of being; a continual ceffation from 
injury, and promptitude to do good 
offices. For as one blow doth not make 
4 battel, nor one skirmiſh a war; ſo 
eannot ſingle forbearances from doing 
miſchief, or ſome tew particular acts of 
kindneſs (ſuch as meer ſtrangers may 
afford each other) be worthily ſtyled a 
being in peace: but an habitbal incli- 
nation to theſe, a firm and durable e: 
ſtate of innocence arid beneficence, 

3. Living in peace ſuppoſes a recipro- 
cal condition of being : not onely a per- 
forming good, and torbearing to do bad 
offices, but a receiving the like treat- 
ment from others. For he, that being 
aſfiulted is conſtrained to ſtand upori 
his defence, may not be faid to be in 
peace, though his not being ſo (invo- 
luntarily ) is not to. be imputed to huh, 

4. Being in peace imports not onely 
an outward ceſfation of 'violence and 
keming demonſtratioh of amity, bur ati 
| Q. 2 itiward 
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inward will and reſolution to continue 
therein. For he that intends, when oc- 
caſion is preſented, to do miſchief to 
another, 1s nevertheleſs an enemy, be- 
cauſe more ſecret and dangerous: an 
ambuſcado is no leſs a piece of war, 
than confronting the enemy in open 
field. Proclaiming and denouncing fig. 
nifie, but good and ull intention con. 
ſtitute, and are the ſouls of peace and 
war. From theſe conſiderations we may 
infer a deſcription of being in peace, viz, 
that it is, to bear mutual good-will, to 
continue in amity, to maintain good 
correſpondence, to be upon terms of 
mutual courteſie and benevolence ; to 
be diſpoſed to perform reciprocally all 
offices of humanity ; aſſiſtance in need, 
comfort in ſorrow; relief in diſtreſs ; to 
pleaſe and fatisfe one another , by ad. 
vancing the innocent delight, _ r0- 
moting the juſt advantage of each other; 
to converſe with confidence and ſecurt 
ty , without ſuſpicion on either hand 
of any fraudulent, malicious, or hurtfull 
practices againſt either : Or, negatively; 
Not to be 1n a ſtate of enmity, perſonal 
hatred, pertinacious anger, jealouſie, en- 
vy, or il-will ; not to beapt to provoke, 
to reproach, to harm, or hinder another, 
nor 
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nor to have reaſonable grounds of expec- 
ting the ſame bad uſage from others : to 
be removed from danger of vexatious 
quarrels, entercourfe of odious language, 
oftending others, or being diſquieted ones 
ſelf, This I take to be the meaning of 
hving, or being in peace, differing onely 
in degree of obligation, and latitude of 
object, from the ſtate of friendſhip pro- 
perly fo called, and oppoſed to a con-' 
dition of enmity, defiance, contention, 
hatred, ſuſpicion, animoſity. | 


IT. In the next place we may conſider 
the Obje&t of this Duty , ſignified in 
thoſe words, With all men. , We often 
meet in Scripture with exhortations di- 
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rected peculiarly to Chriſtians, to be at 


peace among themſelves ; as (Mark 9. 5.) 
Our Saviour layes this Injunction upon 
his Diſciples, cielwewere ex aMiAcis, Have 
peace one with another ; inculcated by 
Saint Paul upon the Theſſalonians in the 
fame words : and the like we have 1n 
the Second | Epiſtle to 7:imothy Chap. 2. 
Ver. 22. Follow righteouſneſs, faith, cha- 
rity, peace with them that call upon the 
Lord out of a pure heart; and to the 


1 Theſfl. 5.13» 


Romans ( 14.17.) Let us therefore follow Vid.Eph.q.3. 


after the things that make for peace, 
WW 13 and 
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aud things wherewith one may. edifie aue- 
ther. But here the Duty hath a more 
large and, comprehenſive Object : 7724; 
evSeumay; all. men : as likewiſe it hath 
in the Zp;/tle to the Hebrews, Chap. 12. 
Ver, 14. Purſue peace with all mep ; with 
all men without any exception, with 
men- of all Nations, Jews and Gentiles, 
Greeks and Barbarians ; of all SeCts and 
Religions ;\ perſecuting Jews and Idola- 
trous Heathens ; ( for of ſuch conſiſted 
the generality of men at that time ) and 
ſo Saint Paul expreſly in a like advice, 
(1 Cer, T0. 32, Give no. offence netther to 
the Fews, nor ta the Gen#iles,. nor to the 
Church of God; Even as T pleaſe all men,) 
And I may add by evident parity of rea- 
ſon, with men of all degrees and eſtates, 
high and low, noble: and baſe, rich and 
poor; of all tempers and diſpolitions,meck 
and angry, gentle and froward, pliable 
and perverſe ; of all endowments, wiſe 


and fooliſh, yertuous and vicious ; of all 


jocm_ and perſuaſions, Orthodox 
and Heretical, peaceable and ſchiſmatica) 
perſons : this univerſally vaſt and bound; 


leſs term, AZ men, contains them all. 


Neither is there any evading our obli- 
gation to this Nuty, by pretending about 
others, that they differ from us in humour 

: 5 4s \ . "4 . RS . and 
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and complexion of ſoul, that they enter- 
tain opinions trreconcileably contrary to 
ours ; that they adhere to ſets and par- 
ties which we diſlike and diſavow ; that 
they are not ſp vertuous, ſo religious, ſo 
holy as they ſhould be, or at leaſt not 
in ſuch a manner as we would have 
them ; for be this allegation true or falſe, 
it will not excuſe us; while they are not 
deveſted of humane nature, and can tru- 
ly lay claim to thename and title of men, 
we are by vertue of this Precept obliged 
to live peaceably with them. 


[TI. We may conſider the Qualifica- 
tion of the Duty here expreſſed, and 
what thoſe words mean ; /f zt be poſſible, 
as much as lieth ix you. To whuch pur- 
poſe we may advert, from our deſcrip- 
tion of living peaceably, that it conſiits 


' mainly of two parts : one adtzve, or pro- 


ceeding ffom us, and terminated on 0- 
thers, To bear good will, to do good of- 
fices, to procure the profit, dehght and 
welfare, to abſtain from the diſpleaſure, 
dammage . and. diſturbance of others : 
The -other paſſive, iſſuing trom. others, 
and terminated on our ſelves ; Yhcthey 
be well affected toward us, inclinail- to 
do us good, and no wiſe diſpoſed to with, 

Q 4 deſign, 
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deſign, or bring any harm, trouble, or 
vexation upon us. Whereof the former 
is altogether in our power, conſiſting of 
acts or omiſſions depending upon our 
free choice and counſel ; and we are d:- 
re&tly obliged to it, by virtue of thoſe 
ws 4 To os uuiy, as much as lieth in 
you: the latter is not fully fo, yet com- 
monly there be probable means of ef: 
fefting it, which we are hence bound 
to uſe, though ſometimes they may fail 
of ſucceſs. For the words & &wuvalcy, 
if it be poſſible, as they ſignifte the ut- 


moſt endeavour is to be employed; and 


that no difficulty (beneath the degree of 


impoſſibility) can diſcharge us from it, 
ſo they intimate plainly, that ſometime 
our labour may be loſt,: and our purpoſe 
defeated ; and that by: the default of o: 
thers it may be. impoſſible we ſhould 
arrive to a peaceable condition of like 
with all men. However, by this Rule 
we are direCted not onely our felves not 
to infringe the terms of peace toward 
others, but to endeavour earneſtly by 
all honeſt and prudent 'means to obtain 
the good-will, favour and reſpeCt of others, 
by which they may be diſpoſed to all 
friendly correſpondence with us, and not 
to diſturb the quiet and tranquillity of our 
lives, Having 
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Having thus by way of Explication 
ſuperficially glanced upon the words, 
we will proceed to a more large and 

nCtual review of them ; and ſhall con- 
ſider more diſtin&ly the Particulars groſs- 
ly mentioned ; and 


_ T. What thoſe eſpecial Duties are, in- 
cluded in this more comprehenſive one 
of living peaceably with all men ; both 
thoſe which are dire&tly required of 
us, as the neceſſary cauſes, or imme- 
diate reſults of a peaceable diſpoſition in 
us toward others ; and alſo thoſe which 
are to be performed by us, as juſt and 
reaſonable means conducible to beget or 
preſerve in others a peaceable inclinati- 
on toward us: theſe I ſhall conſider pro- 
miſcuouſly : and 
1, We are by this Precept directly 
obliged heartily to love, that is to be 
bear good-will to, to wiſh well to, to 
rejoice in the welfare, and commilſerate 
the adverfities of all men : at leaſt not 
to hate, or bear ill-will to, to deſire, or 
defign the harm, to-repine at the happy 
facceſs, or delight in the misfortunes of 
any : 'for as it 1s very hard to maintain 
peace and amicable correſpondence with 
thoſe we do not truly love; fo it is ab- 
i E423 | ſolutely 
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ſolutely impoſſible to-do it long with 
thoſe we hate; this Satanick paſlion (or 
diſpoſition of ſoul) always prompting 
the mind poſſeſſed therewith to the 
contrivance and execution of miſchief; 
whence he that hates his brother, is 
faid to be a murtherer, as having in him 
that bitter root, from whence, if power 
and oecaſion conſpire , will probably 
ſpring that moſt extream of outrages, 
and capital breach of peace. Love is the 
onely ſure cement, that knits and com. 
bines men in friendly ſociety ; and ha- 
tred the certain fountain of that violence 
which rends and diſſolves it. We can- 
not eaſily hurt, or ſtrive with thoſe we 
loye and wiſh well to: we cannot poſ- 
ſibly long agree with thoſe we hate and 
malign. Peace without love can be 
eſteemed little more than politick diſſ: 
mulation ; and peace with hatred is re- 
ally nothing leſs than an. artificial dif- 
guiſe, or an inſidious coyert of enmity. 

2. We are hence obliged. to perform 
all kind offices of humanity, which the 
condition of any man can require, and 
may by. us:be performed-without confi- 
derable inconyenience or detriment to 
our ſelves or others. When for the pre- 
ſervation, or comfortable accommoda- 
tion 
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tion of life, they need our help or aur 
advice, we are readily to afford them ; 
when they- are: in want or diſtreſs, we 
are fo miniſter to them what comfort 
and relief we can. We are ( upon this 
yery ſcore) to: obey that Injunction of 


Saint Paul to the Galatians; As we have Gal. 6. 19, 


opportunity, let us do good to all men. 
For without this beneficence a mans car- 
riage ( though otherwiſe harmleſs and 
inoffenſive) appears rather a ſuſpicious 
ſtrangeneſs, than a peaceable demeanour, 
and naturally produces an enmity in 
thoſe that are concerned in it, For 
he to whom, being preſſed with neceſ- 
ſity, requiſite aſliſtance is denied, will 
intallibly be apt to think himſelf not 
onely negleCted and diſeſteemed, -but af- 
fronted alſo and injured ; (Need in the 
general conceit of men, and eſpecially 
of thoſe that feel it, begetteth a kind of 
title to ſome competent reliet) and con- 
ſequently will heinouſly reſent, and com- 
plain bitterly of ſuch ſuppoſed wrong, 
and if ever he become able, repay it with 
advantage. And - much more are we 


_ upon the fame accompt not to perform 


ill offices toward any man ; not to dif- 
turb him in the enjoyment of his inno- 
cent pleaſure, nor to hinder. him'in the 

| advancing 
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advancing his lawfull profit, nor to in- 


terrupt him in the proſecution of his 
reaſonable deſigns ; nor any wiſe-to vex 
and grieve him needfeſly ; and (above 
all) not to detain him 1n, nor to agora. 
vate his affliction. For theſe are actual 
violations of peace, and impediments of 
good correſpondence among men. Far 
ther, | wh 
3- In this Duty of living peaceably 
is included an obligation to all kind of 
juſt and honeſt dealing with all men: 
punctually. to obſerve contracts, impar. 
tially to decide controverſies, equally to 
diſtribute rewards; to injure no man 
either in his eſtate, by 'violent or fray- 
dulent encroachments upon his juſt poſ- 
{efſions; or in his reputation, by raifing 
or difperfing ſlanderous reports concer- 
ning him: For thefe courſes of all others 
are moſt deſtructive to peace, and upon 
the pretence of them moſt quarrels, that 
ever were, have been commenced. 
Juſtice in its own nature is, and 


by the common agreement of men hath 


been. deſigned the Guardian of peace, 

and ſovereign remedy of contention : 

but not to infilt long upon fuch obvious 
ſubjects. ' Pte, | 

4. Tt: muca condiceth to the preſer- 

: vation 
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ration of peace, and upholding ami- 
able correſpondence, in our dealings 
and tranſaftions with men, liable to 
doubt, and debate , not to inſiſt upon 
nice and rigorous points of right, not 
to take all advantage offered us, not to 
deal hard meaſure, nor to uſe extremi- 
ties to the dammage or hindrance of 
others, eſpecially when no comparable 
benefit will thence accrue to our ſelves. 


For ſuch proceedings, as they diſcover Vid. Tit. 3-2. 
in us little kindneſs to, or tenderneſs of £44X* Ds 


our neighbours good, ſo they exceeding- 
ly exaſperate them, and perſuade them 
we are their enemies, and render them 
ours, and ſo utterly deſtroy. peace be- 
tween us. When as abating ſomething 
trom the height and ſtri&tneſs of our 
pretences, and a favourable receſſion in 
ſuch caſes will greatly engage men to 
have an honourable opinion, and a peace- 
able affection toward us. 

5. If wewould attain to this peaceable 
eſtate of life, we muſt uſe toward all men 
ſuch demonſtrations of reſpect and cour- 
tefie, which according to their degree 
and ſtation cuſtom doth entitle them to, 
or which upon the common ſcore of hu- 
manity they may be reaſonably deemed 


toexpect from us: reſpective geſtures,civil 
ſaluta- 


FUCKES. 
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falutations,. free acceſs, affable demea- 
nour, cheerfull looks, and courteous dif. 
courſe. Theſe as they betoken good-will 
in them that uſe them, fo they beper, 
cheriſh,-and encreaſe it in thoſe, whom 
they refer to: and the neceſſary fruit of 
mutual good-will is peace. But the con- 


trary carriages ; contemptuous or difre- | 


ardfull behaviour, difficulty of admiſſi- 


on to (converſe, a tetrical or ſullen af. 


pet, rough and faſtidious language, as 
they diſcover a mind averſe from triend- 
ly commerce, ſo they beget a more po- 
tent diſdain in others : Men generally 
(eſpecially thoſe of generous and hearty 
temper ). valuing their due reſpect be- 
yond all other intereſts, and more con- 
tentedly brooking injury than negle&. 
Whence this skill and dexterity of de- 
portment (though immediately, and in 
its own nature of no great worth, and 
regulating actions of ſmall unportance, 
geſtures, looks, and forms of ſpeech) 
yet becauſe it is a nurie of peace, and 
greatly contributes to the delightfulneſs 
of ſociety, hath been always much com- 
mended, and hath obtained a conſpicu- 
ous place in the honourable rank ot ver- 
tues, under the titles of courteſie, co- 


mity, and aftability ; and the oppoſites 


thereto, 
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thereto, rudeneſs and rulticity, have been 
deſervedly counted and called vices in 
morality. : 
6. This Precept diretly prohibits the 
uſe of all reproachfull, ſcorntull, and pro- + - 
voking language ; theſe being the imme- . 
diate reſults of enmity, and aCtual brea- 
J ches of peace. Whence Saint Paul con- _ 
joins, MrJvz BAzopnudir, and duays; I 3 5 
ava, T rt. 3.2. To ſpeak evil of no man, 
to be no quarrellers (or fighters) but 
gentle, ſhewing all meekneſs unto all men. 
For war is managed (and that with more mw 5 
deadly animoſity) with the tongue, as ; + ie 
well as with the hand ( There i that wuodunis 
_ like the piercings of a ſword, — = 
aith Solomon ; and whoſe teeth are ſpears x/w uanar, 
and arrows, and their tongue a ſharp h adngrs 
ſword, faith David.) Words are with as. 
more anguiſh felt than blows ; their Brov. 12-18: 
wounds are more incurable, and they I. 
kave a deeper ſcarr. Men uſually dread Prov. 18.8. 
more the loſs of their honour than their 
lives, and take more grievouſly the ra- 
viſhing of their credit than the depreda- 
tion of their eſtate. Living peaccably 
therefore implies as much abſtaining 
from opprobrious words as injurious ac- 
tions ; yea more: for reviling 1s not _—_ w 
onely a violation of peace, -but n _ Canals 
nourable 
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« 05205, da nourable waging of war ; like ſhooting 
arrows dipt in poiſon, and difcharging 
ſhuggs againſt our neighbours reputat:- 
g1AtzrIpwr i= 
ay 8% Exuors 
Baoxayia mr 
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P4ge 32» 


Vid. Egre-' 
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on ; practices condemned by all as baſe 
and inhumane, and contrary to the laws 
of a noble warfare ; being arguments, 
we affe&t rather our adverſaries utter 
ruine, than a gallant victory over him, 
There be fair ways of diſputing our cauſe 
without contumelious reflections upon 
perſons; and the errours of men may 
be ſufficiently refuted without Satyrical 


virulency. One good reaſon modeitly | 


propounded hath in it naturally more 
power and efficacy to convince him 
that is in a miſtake, or to confound him 
with ſhame that is guilty of a fault, than 
ten thouſand ſcotfs and ignominious 
taunts. When we are to expreſs thoſe 
deeds of nature (the performance of 
which is concealed, as containing in it 
ſomething of ſuppoſed turpitude ) we 
are wont to veil them in ſuch modeſt 
circumlocutions , that by the hearers 
without offence to their baſhfulneſs may 
ſufficiently be underſtood. Ss when it 
is needfull or expedient to confute the 
opinions, or reprove the actions of 
men, if we either charitably deſign ther 


amendment, or deſire to maintain peace- 
| able 


W i - 4 Wo 
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able correſpondence with them , it be: 
hoves that we do not by uſing the moſt 
broad Md diſtaſtfull language immode- 
rately treſpaſs upon their modeſty and 


patience ; that (to uſe Sexeca's ynme 
7 


wedo Agere cram non tantim ſalutis, ſed 
& honeſte ticatricis, De Clem. 1b.1. c.17. 
Have a care not only to cure the wound, 
but th leave a comely ſear , and not to 
deform hum , whom we-endeavour to 
reform ; for no ſore'is the eafilier cured 


for being roughly handled; 'and- leaſt 6f 
A Prov. 15. t 


all thoſe mz manners and gpinion. 
ſoft hand and 4 tender heart, 'and a gen- 
tle tongue are moſt convenient qualities 
of a ſpiritual Chirurgeon.. But farther 


to this purpoſe 


7. It we deſire to live peaceably with 
all meri we are to-be equal -in cenfuring 
mensactions, candid ihinterpreting their 
meanings ;' mild” in reptehending , and 
ſparing to relate ' theis miifcarriages , to 
derive their actions fromthe belt prim- 
eiples ( from which in the Judgment of 


charity ey may be ſuppoſed to proceed, 


4s from caſyat miſtake rather than from 


Wilfull prejutice;. from hamane infir- 
'mity rather than from malicious deſign) 
to cotiſtriie ambiguous expreſſions to the 
moſt favourable ſenſe they may adm; 
w R, not 
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not to condemn mens practices without 
diſtint knowledge of the caſe, and exa- 
mining the reaſons, which poſliþly may 
abſolve or excuſe them : to extenuate 
their acknowledged faults by ſuch cir- 
cumſtances.as. aptly ſerve that purpoſe , 
. and not to exaggerate them by ſtreined 
conſequences, .or uncertain conjectures. 
'Torebuke them (if need be) fo as they 
.may perceive we ſincerely pity theirer- 
Tours, and tender their good; and with 
-nothing imore then their recovery, and 
; do not deſign. to upbraid, deride, or in- 
ſult over-them- being fallen; and finally 


Prov. 17. 9+ ;not to recount: their miſdeeds over-fre- 
quently, unſeaſonably; and with com- | 


placence. Hethat thus demeaneth him- 
ſelf, manifeſtly ſheweth himſelf to prize 
his neighbours good-will, and to be de- 
ſirous to continue in amity with him ; 
and aſſuredly obliges him to be in the 
ſame manner affe&ted toward him. Bur 
he that is rigidly ſevere and cenſorious 
in his ſo_—_ » blaming in them 
things indifterent , condemning actions 
allowable, detracting from qualities com- 
mendable-; deducing mens-doings from 
the worſt cauſes, and imputingthem to 
the worſt ends, and repreſenting. them 
under the moſt odiousappellations, (thar 


calls 
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calls all Impoſitions of ſuperiours, which 
he diſlikes, Tyranny, and allmanners of 
divine worſhip, that ſute not to his fan- 
cy , ſuperſtition, and all pretences to 
conſcience in thoſe that diſſent from him, 
hypocriſy ; and all opinions different 
from his , hereſy : that is ſuſpicious of 
ul intention without ſufficient ground , 
and prejudicates mens meanings before 
he: well apprehends them }, and capti- 
ouſly perverts fayings capable of good 
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conſtruction ; That is curiouſly inquiſi- Thar flies, | 
tive into his neighbours life,” and gladly Uke2Yalure 


obſerves failings therein, and upon all guy, 


r10n 


' Plur, 


occaſions recites' ſtories to his diſgrace de uti. cap. 


and diſadvantage : that isimmoderately 


ex 7nim. 
Prov. 17+ 9- 


bitter , fierce and vehement in accuſing Prov. 24-17: 


and inveighing againſt others, painting 


| ſuch, as he aſſumes to impugn , with ... | / 


the blackeſt colours, in the moſt horrid : -: 


ſhape and ugly dreſs , converting all 
matter of diſcourſe (though neyer ſo ur. 
ſeafonably 'and-impertinently) into de- 
elarnation, and therein copioufly expa- 
tiating, -itt fine employing his utmoſt 
might of wit-and eloquence aid confi- 
.dence in rendring that to others as hate- 
full, as he figiiifies they” are to'himſelf, 
ach tnen, - what'do they ee biit loudly 

proclaim that they defpiſe their 'neigh- 
,. 0 R 3 bours 
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bours good-will, purpoſely provoke his 
anger, and defichisutmoſt enmity 2 for 
tis impoſſible ſuch dealing ſhould not by 
them, who are therein concerned, be 
accompted extreamly unjuſt, and to pro- 
ceed from deſperate hatred. 

8. He that would effeQually obſerve 
this Apoſtolick rule , muſt be diſpoſed 
to overlook ſuch leſſer faults committed 
againſt him, as make no greatbbreach 
upon his intereſt. or credit , 


males pertinax bonita. Nine, 
& To a1499 79 xaxdy. 
Rom, 12. 21 


Traſatur aliquis ? tu con- 
tra benefictis provoca : cadit 
ftatim ſimnltas ab altera 
parte deſerta; niſi par non 
pugnat: ſr utrinque certabitur, 
ile eft melior , qui prior pe- 
dem retulit  vittus eft qui 
wit. Set. de Ira 2. 34- 


yea, to forget or forgive the 
greateſt and moſt grievous 
injuries : To excuſe the miſ- 
takes, and connive at the 
neglects, and bear patient] 
the haſty paſſions of hisneig 


bour, and to embrace readi- 


ly any ſeaſonable overture, 


. andaccept any tolerable con- 


ditions of reconcilement. For 


that cannot either prudently diſſemble, 


even in common life that obſervation of 


our Saviour - moſt exa&tly.holds, 7 s 
znopeible. that. offences ſhould not come. 
The - air may ſooner become wholl 

fixed, and the ſea continue in a pert 

reſt without waves , -or undulations ,, 
than humane converſation be altogether 
tree from occaſions of diſtaſt, which he 


or 
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or patiently digelt , muſt- renounce all 
hopes of living peaceably here. He that 
like tinder is inflammable by the leaſt 


ſpark , and is inraged by every angry 


word , and reſents deeply every petty 
affront, and cannot endure the memory 
of a paſt unkindneſs ſhould upon any 
terms bedefaced; reſolves ſurely to live 
in eterpal tumult and combuſtion ; to 
multiply daily upon himſelf freſh quar- 
rels, and to perpetuate all enmity alrea- 
dy begun. *When as by total patling by 
thoſe little cauſes of diſguſt, the preſent 
contention 1s altogether avoided, or in- 
ſtantly appeaſed, our neighbours paſſion 
fuddenly evaporates , and conſumes it 
ſelf; no remarkable footſteps of diſſenſi- 
on remain ; our neighbour reflecting 
upon what is paſt ſees himſelf obliged by 
our diſcreet forbearance, however all 
poſſible means areuſed to prevent trouble 
and preſerve peace. To this purpoſe 
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( The diſcretion of a man deferreth his , | Ra 


anger , and it is his glory to paſs over a 


trauſgreſſion ) faith Solomon : and He prov. 19. 9, 


that covereth a tranſgreſſion ſeeketh love , 
faith the ſame wiſe Prince. But far- 
ther h 

9. If we would live peaccably with all 
men, we mult not over highly valueour 
| R 3 ſclyes, 
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ſelves, nor over eagerly purſue our own 
things. We muſt not admire our own 
endowments, nor inſiſt upon our deſerts, 
for this will make us apt. to depreciate 
others, and them to loathus. Wemuſt 
not be oyer tender of our credit, and co- 
vetous of reſpect ; for this will render us 
apt to take exceptions, and engage us 
in troubleſome competitions for ſuperio- 
rity of place, and preeminence in the 
vain opinions of men. - ( He.that 2 of a 
proud heart ſtirreth up ſtrife : and Only 
( 7. e. chiefly ) from pride cometh con- 
tention, ſaith Solomon.) We mult not 
be much addited to our own intereſts, 
for this will diſpoſe us to encroach upon 
the conceraments of others , and them 
to reſiſt our attempts, whence conflict 
and enmity will neceſſarily ariſe. We 
muſt not prefer our own judgments, and 
imperiouſly obtrude them upon others ; 
nor be pertinacious in perſwading them 
to embrace our private. opinions, nor 
violently urgent to a compliance with 


. our humour. - For theſe things are into- 


lerably taſtidious in converſation , and 
obnoxious to be charged with uſurpation 
and iniquity ; all men naturally challen- 
ging to themſelves an equal, or at leaſt a 
proportionaþle ſhaxe ot reaſon, agrrner 
2, | - Ayit 
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with the free conduct of their lives un- 
«controllable by private di&tates. If 
therefore we deſire to live quictly, and 
not needleſly to diſoblige, or diſpleaſe 
others , we ſhould be modeſt in eſtee- 
ming our own abilities, and moderate 
in purſuing our own advantages, and in 
our converſe not leſs complacent to o- 
thers then we deſire they ould be to 
us; and as libggal in allowing kave to 
diſſent from us, as we arebokd in taking 
freedom to abound in our own ſenſe. 
And if in debate a modeſt declaration of 
our opinion , and the reaſons igducing 
us thereto, will not prevail, it bykoves 
us to give over ſuch a ſucceſleſs combat , 
and to retire into the ſilent enjoyment of 
our own thoughts. From not obſerving 
which rule diſcourſe grows into conten- 
tion, and contention 1umproves. into feud 
and enmity. ils 2 

Io. If we would live peaceably , it 
concerns us to gþſtain from needleſs con: - 
teſts about -mattegs of opinion, and que- 
ſtions either meerly vain and frivolous, 
of little uſe or coneernment, or over nice 
and ſubtle , and thence indeterminable 
by reaſon ;_or that are agitated with ex- 
traordinary eagerneſs and heat- of - paſ- 
ſton ; or ſich as are already defined by 
R 4 general 


hs 


Non amplius 
mrventy? licet 
gugm quod a 
Deo diſcitur. 
Tertull. de 

ANIM. Caps 2. 
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general conſent, or ſuch upon the deci. 
—_ of which the publick peace and ſafe- 
ty do 
cenſle prickly like brambles, and apt to 
ſcratch thoſe: that handle them , but 
vielding :no fayoury or wholſom fruit : 
ſuch as _— the a0 ep = 1ma- 

inary fuppoſitions , the ſtate and cir- 
cunſtancs of Beings to ww _—_ , 
the right application ofgartificial terms, 
and te rn om ng which 
ſerve to#no -other purpoſe but the exer- 
ciſe ofteurious wits, and exciting emu- 
lation-among them. Others there be 
conetffiing matters of more weighty 
navfnent ; yet having their reſolution 
depending upon ſecrets unſearchable, or 


the interpretation of ambiguous words, 


and obſcure phraſes, or upon ſome other 
uncertain conjeCtures; and are yet ren- 
dred more difficult by being intangled 
with inextricable folds”ef ſubtilty, nice 
diſtin&tions, and craftyzevaſions, devi- 
ſed þy the parties engaged in them for 
the maintenance of itheuw cauſes reſpe- 
Eively, whence it hath happened, though 
with 1mmenſe care and diligence of both 
parts they have been long canvaſed ; 
that yet "they do, and in all-probability 
wall for ever retain undecided, Sothat 
now 


nd. There are ſome contro- 
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age in conteſt about them, 


gow to 
may be reaſonably deemed nothing more 
hin a witkall 7 Lore pony ami 


nd good humour; IF yainly reciproca- 
ting the ſaw of endleſs contention: Other 
queſtions there be in themſelves of more 
aſy reſolution, and of confiderable im- 
portance, which yet by extreme oppo- 
ition of parties are ſo clouded and over- 

wa withinſuperable prejudices, that 
he diſputing them is ſeldom attended 
with other ſucceſs , than an inflaming 
our ſelves and others with paſſion. O- 
thersare by ſmall and obſcure parties ma- 
raged againſt the common conſent, and 
againſt the poſitive decrees of-the moſt 
venerable authorities among men, by 
ventilating which as truth is like togain 
little, ſo peace is ſure to ſuffer much. 


For as it is no wiſe a ſafe or adviſed 


courſe ( except in caſe of neceſſary de- 
fence) to ſubjeC received opinions tothe 
hazardous trial of a tumultuary conflict, 
their credit being þetter upheld by a 
ſtately reſervedneſs, than by a pots 
forwardneſs of diſcourſe ; as buildings 
ſtand faſteſt that are neyer ſhaken, and 
thoſe poſſeſſions remain molt ſecure that 
are never called in queſtion: ſo on the 
other hand to countenance new and un- 
req ' couth 
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couth paradoxes, as it argues too much 
arrogance and preſumption in confron. 
ting our ſingle apprehenſions againſt the 
deliberate ſenſe and ſuffrage of ſo man 

men , yea ſo many ages of men; and is 
likely to prove a ſucceſleſs attempt, like 
fwimming againſt the current, accom- 
panied with muchtoil and little progreſs, 
fo it ſerves no good end, but ' only fo- 
ments diviſions, and diſturbs both our 
private and thepublick peace. - Butmoſt 
of all we are to be cautelous of medling 
with controverſies of dangerous conſe- 
quence, wherein the publick weal and 
quiet are concerned , which bare the 
roots of ſacred authority, and proſtitute 
the myſteries of government to vulgar 
inſpection. Such points ought to be 
fubjects of law , not of ſyllogiſm, and 
the errours in. them to be 
corrected'by puniſhment, ra- 
ther then confuted by argu- 
ment : neither can it be 
thought reaſonable that the 
intereſt of publick peace 
ſhould depend upon the 
event of privatediſputation. ' Ir concerns 
us therefore, if we would live peaceably 
in ſuch diſputable matters, :reſerving-al 
due - reverence to the judgments of. _ 
P ; mn, 
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moſt, ; the beſt and wiſeſt perſons,” to be 
content in a modeſt privacy, to enjoy the 
reſults of a ſerious and impartial diſquiſi- 
tion, patiently enduring others todiſſent 
from us, and not attempting by need- 
leſs, fruitleſs, .and endleſs contentions to 
gain others to our -perſuaſions; eſpecial- 
ly ſince the truth contended for may not 
be worth the paſſion employed upon it, 
and the benefits of the victory not coun- 
tervail the prejudices ſuſtained in the 
combat. For goodneſs and vertue may 
often conſiſt with ignorance and errour , 
ſeldom with ſtrife and diſcord; © And this 
conſideration I ſhall conclude with thoſe 
exhortations of Saint Paul, Tit. 3. 9. Aut 
fooliſh queſtions , and —_ , and 
contentions, and. law-conteſts decline, for 
they are unprofitable and vain. And in 
2 Ep. to Tim. cap. 2.v.2.3. But fooliſh aud 
unearned queſtions avoid, knowing that 
they gender flrifes; And the ſervant of 
the Lord (that is a miniſter of Religion) 
muſt. not ſtrive, but be gentle to all men, 
apt to teach, patient, In meekneſs inſtru- 


fling thoſe that are * contrarily diſpoſed. yy, arnle- 
And in the fame Chapter, v. 14. Of nwwu- 


theſe : things put them in remembrance , 
charging them before the Lord, that they 
ferive not about words to no profit, . to the. 
pn Jubverting 
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ubverting of the hearers : Of fo perni. 
SR ES did Saint Paul Lo 
unneceſſary wrangling and diſputing to 
be. But farther ; 

II. If wedeſire to live peaceably we 
muſt reſtrain our pragmati- 
cal curioſity within the 
Strive For bebo) bounds of our proper. buſineſs 
zo be quret, and to mind y0w and concernment, not [being 
own buſineſs. ( en % 11 in aliena Republ.] in-- 
vading other mens provinces, 
and without leave or com- 

miſſion intermeddling with their affairs; 
not ruſhing into their Cloſets, prying 
into their concealed deſigns, or dictating 
counſel to them without due invitation 
thereto; not controlling their ations , 
nor ſubjefting their proceedings to our 
cenſure without competent authority. 
For theſe courſes men uſually look upon 
aSraſh intruſions, both injurious and re- 
roachfull to them, uſurping upon that 
eedom of choice (whichall men paſſio- 
nately affect to preſerve entire to them- 
ſelves) and arguing them of weakneſs 
. -- andincapacity to manage their own bu- 
- :finieſs : neither do men more naturally 
drive away flies that buzze about their 
ears and moleſt them in their employ- 
ments., . than they with diſdain _ 

UC 
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fuch immodeſt and unſeaſonable medlers 
intheir affairs. Let no man ſuffer (faith 


Saint Peter ) as a buſy body in other mens 1 Pc. 4. ri 


matters : intimating that thoſe who are 
impertinently inquititive into other mens 
matters, makethemſalves liable to ſuffer 
(and that deſervedly) for their fond curi- 


ofity, and bold preſumption. And Ze Prov. 26. xy 


that paſſeth by, and medleth with ſtrife 
belonging not to him, is like one that ta- 
keth a dog by the ears, ( ſaith Solomon ; ) 
that is, hecatcheth at that which he can- 
not hold, and vainly aims.at that which 
he cannot effe&t , arid raſhly irritates 
thoſe which will turn upon him and bite 
him. If therefore we would neither mo- 
kſt others, nor be diſquieted our ſelves, 
we muſt be like, natural agents, never 
working ought beyond our proper ſphere 
of altivity. But eſpecially, if we deſire 
to. live peaceably , we muſt beware of 
aſſuming toourſelves a liberty to cenſure 
the deſigns , decrees, or tranſattions of 
publick authority, and of ſaying to our 
Superiours, what doſt thou? and much 
more, by querulous murmurings , or 
dlamorous declamations, of bringing en- 
vy.and edium upon them. Few private 
men are capable of judging aright con- 


cerning thoſe things, as þeing placed be- . 


neath 


254 


The Seventh Sermon. 


neathin a valley , and 'wanting a tue 
proſpe&t upon the ground and cauſes of 
their proceedings, whoby reaſon oftheir 
eminent ſtation can ſee more and farther 
then they ; and therefore are iſcompe. 
tent Judges, and unjuſtly preſume.to 
interpoſe their ſentence in ſuch caſes. 


:3: ** -- But ſuppoſe 'the attions of Superiours 


Prov. 21. 1. hath ther hearts-in his hands, and faſhio- 


notoriouſly blameable and ſcandalous; 
and that by infallible arguments we are 
perſuaded thereof ; yet | ſeeing neither 
the taxing of , nor complaint againit 
them doth in any wiſe 'regularly belong 
to us , nor the diſcovery of our mind 
therein can probably - be an efficacious 
-means of procuring redreſs, atid imme- 
diately: tends to diminiſh the reputation, 
and weaken the affection 'due to govern 
ment , and conſequently ' to impair the 
peaceable eſtate of things, which by 
them is ſuſtained, we are wholly to ab- 
ſtain from ſuch unwartantable, urprofi- 
table and turbulent praftices; and with 
a ſubmiſs and diſcreet ſilence, paſſing over 
the miſcarriages of our' Superiours, to 
wait patiently upon the providence, -and 
implore the aſſiſtence/ of Him , whois 
the only competent Judge of ſuch, atid 
ſovereign diſpoſer of- all chings , who 


neth 
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neth them as he thinks good: Farther, Prov. 33- 15- 


- 12, If we would live peaceably with 
all men, it behoves us not toengage our 
ſelves ſo deeply in any ſingular triend.- 
ſhip, or in devotion to any one party of 
men; as to be entirely partial to their 
intereſts, and prejudiced in their behalf, 
without diſtin& conſideration of the 
truth and equity of their pretences in 
the particular matters of difference ; not 
to approve , favour or applaud thar 
which is bad in ſome, to diſlike, diſ- 
countenance or diſparage that which is 
good 1a others : not out of exceſſive kind- 
neſs 'to ſome, to give juſt cauſe of diſtaſt 
to others :: not for. the ſake of a fortui- 
tous agreement in diſpoſition, opinion, 
intereſt or relation to violate the duties 
of juſtice or hutnanity. . For he that up- 
en ſuch terms is a friend toany one man, 
or party of men, asto be reſolved. (with 
an implicit faith, or blind obedience ) 
to maintain what-ever he or they ſhall 


affirm. to be true, and what:ever they -- 


thall doe to be good, doth in.a-manner 


undertake enmity againſt all men beſide, -. 

and as it may happen. doth oblige himſelf ©. 
tocontradict plaintruth, to deyiatefrom .. - .... 
the rules of vertue:, gand to-oftend Al- © + - 


mighty God. himſelf This unlimited 
Pre | partt- 


255 


The Seventh Sermon. 
we owe only to truth- and 


256 


partiali 
goodneſs , 

them } in no caſe to ſwerye from their 
dictates and preſcriptions. He that 
followed 7herius Gracches int his ſediti. 
ous prattices, upan the bare accoampt of 
friendſhip, atid alledgd in his excuſe, that 
if his friend had required it of him, he 
Ec. Lzlio- ſhould as readily have put fire to the 
Capitol ; was much more abominabl; 
for his diſloyalty to his Country, and 
horrible impiety againſt God, than com. 
mendable for his coniſtaat fidelity to his 
friend. And that Souldzer , which is 
faid to have told Cafar (in his firſt ex. 
poly againſt Rome) thatinobedience 
o his commands he would not refuſe to 
ſheath his fword inthe breaſt of his Brv- 
ther, or in the throatof his aged Father, 
or in the bowels of his pregnant Mother, 
was for his unnatural barberity rather t9 
be abhorred, than to be eſteemed for his 
loyal affeQtion to his General. And in 
like manner he that to pleaſe or gratify 


Luc. £6, 1. 


Prov. 24. 2 


roche wicked | the humour of his friend, can be either 
thx art righ- injurious, ' or treacherous ; or notably 
ſballthe peo Giſcourteous to any 'inan'elſe, is very 
pe curſe, na- blameable , and renders himſelf deſer- 
me ful d- yedly odious to ell - others," - Lelius, 


hork tn. 


who incomparably well. ——— 
an 


and to God (the fountain of 


| 
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and practiſed the rules of friendſhip, is 
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by *Ezcero reported to have made this Cic. inLzlis: 


he firſt chief Law thereaf. @# 
meque rogemus res turpes, nec faciamus 
rogati , That we neither require of our 
friends the performance of baſe and naugh- 
ty things; mor being requeſted of them, 


perform ſuch our ſelves. And in the he- 


raldry , or compariſon of duties, as all 
others muſt give place to thoſe of piety, 
verity and vertue, ſo after them the du- 
ties of humanity juſtly challenge the 
next place of reſpect, even above thoſe 
which belong to the higheſt degree of 
friendſhip (due to our neareſt relations , 
= to our Country it felt) preciſely ta- 
ken, abſtracted, -and diſtinguiſhed trom 


thoſe of humanity. For the World is in 


nature the firſt , the moſt comprehen- 
five and deareſt Country of us all; and 
our general obligations to mankind are 
more ancient , more fundamental, and 
more indiſpenfable , than thoſe particu- 
hr ones ſuperadded to or fuperſirutted 
on them. The peace therefore of the 
World, and the general weltare of men 
its Citizens, ought to be more dear tg 
us, and the means conducing thereto 
more carefully regarded by us in our 
a«Kions, than either the love, tavour of 

| S fatif? 
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fatisfaction of any particular perſons is 
to be valued or purſued: And the not 
obſerving this rule may reaſonably be 
eſteemed to have a great influenceupon 
the continuance of thoſe implacable feuds 
and diſſenſions wherewith the world is 
{o miſerably torn and ſhattered. Mens 
being peremptorily reſolved to extoll ; 
countenance, or excuſe promiſcuouſly 
all the principles and proceedings of the 
party to which they have addicted them- 
felves, and to fee no-errour , fault or 
abuſe in them ; but by all means to de- 
preſs, vilify and condemn (if not to re- 
proach , calumniate and perſecute) the 
opinions and practices of others , and 
not to acknowledge in them any thing 
conſiderably good or commendable ; 
whence commonly all apprehend their 
adverſaries extremely unjuſt and diſin- 
genuous towards them, and are aliena- 
ted from all thoughts, (or however dif 
couraged-from all hopes) of friendly ac- 
commodation and reconcilement. But 
he that would live peaceably with all 
men, muſt be free in his judgment, im- 
partial-in his. dealing, and ingenuous in 
his carriage toward all : not Gavuueray 
megmma, admiring , or wondring at 
ſome men (as if they were impeccable, 

| or 


. 
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or infallible) nor having the truth in fe- Jam- 2+ 5+ 


ſpect of perſons, abetting in his triends 
onely what is jaſt and true, and allow- 
wg the ſame in others, but in neither 
by ſignal approbation couttenancing any 
thing falſe or evil; tor ſo demeaning him- 
ſelf, he giveth no man juſt occation of 
diſpleaſure or enmity againft hit. 

| 13. If we would live peaceably our 
ſelves, we ſhould endeavour to preſerve 
peace, and LI_ diflerences, and re- 
concile diflenſions among others, by 
doing good offices, and making fair re: 
preſentations of intercurtent pailages be- 
tween them ; by concealing - cauſes of 
future diſguſt; and removing preſent 
miſunderſtandings , ahd excuſing paſt 
miſtakes ; by allaying their paſſions, and 
rightly informing their minds, by friend- 
ly interceſſions, and pacifick' advices: 
For the fire that devoureth our neigh- 
bours houſe threatneth and endangereth 
ours, and it is hard to approach conten- 
tion without being engaged therein; 
'Tis not eaſfie to keep our ſelves indiffe- 
rent or neutral, and doing ſo we ſhall in 


likelihood be maligned and perſecuted 


by both the contending parties. Bleſſed Matt. 5. 9. 


are the peace-maters, faith our. Savior; 
for they hall be called the ſons of God; 
Sa — that 
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; that. is, they ſhall be highly eſteemed 
and. reverenced for this divine quality, 
wherein they ſo nearly reſemble the 
God of peace, and his bleſſed. Son the 
great Mediatour : .but farther, without 
reſpe& to other .recompence, and from 
the nature of their _—_— ſuck 
are immediately happy, and in this their 
vertuous- practice rewards it ſelf, that 
| by appeaſing others quarrels, they fave 
themſelves from trouble, and enjoy them. 
ſelves that tranquillity which they pro- 
cure to others *. But thoſe informing 
Sycophants, thoſe internuncio's of peſti- 
lent tales, and :incendiaries of diſcord, 
that (from bad nature, or upon baſe de- 
ſign) by the ſtill breath ot clandeſtine 
whiſpers, or by the more violent blaſts 
of impudent calumnies kindle the flames 
of diflenſion ; or foment them among 
others ; that, by diſſeminating infamous 
rumours, and by malicious ſuggeſtions, 
inſtill jealouſies into, and nouriſh male- 
volent ſurmiſes in the minds of men, 


Prov. 16.28. ſeparating .( as it 1s in the Proverbs ) be- 


tween chief friends, and widening the 
diſtance between others; Theſe (I fay) 
from the ſeeds of variance they ſcatter 
among others, reap in the end miſchief 
and diſturbance to themſelves ; nor can 
expect 
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expect to enjoy the benefit of that quiet, 
which they labour” to deprive others of. 
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The beginning of: ſtrife ( faith $ olomon ) Prov. 17. 14+ 


# as when one letteth- out water ;. and he 
that to the intent his neighbours Lands 
ſhould be overflown with a torrent of 
dfſenſion, doth unlooſe the damms, and 
cut the banks of former friendſhip, may 


(if he be wiſe) expect the:mercileſs floud Prov. 25. 8. 


ſhould at length reach himſelf, and that 
his own habitation ſhould be at laſt ſur- 
<—y" therewith. For __ men at 
en egin to be weary, and to repent 
of ir Sali ani and the Fai 
chievous conſequences attending them, 
and to be inquiſitive into the cauſes and 
inſtruments of their vexation, they will 
certainly find out, deteſt and invert the 
edge of their diſpleaſure upon -theſe 
wretched makebates; and ſo the poiſon 
they mingled for others they themſelves 


drink up; the Cataſtrophe of the Tra- 7id: 
Prov. 11. 27- 
He that dilt- 


gedy (begun by them) is ated upon 


themſelves ; they ſink down into the gently ſeekerh 
pit they made for others, and in the net 4942797 


which they hid is their own foot ta- 


ken: Et delator habet quod dedit exi- = 


trum. 
Laſtly, Tf we would effettually ob- 
ſerve this Precept, we mult readily com- 


S 3 ply 


favour ;, but 
he that ſee- 
miſchief 
ſhall come 
upon him, 
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ply with: the innocent .cuſtoms, and 
obey the eſtabliſhed laws of the places 


where we-live. Ifay firlt comply with 


the cuſtoms ;-. which alſo are in effe& 
inferiour laws enacted by the. tacit a- 
greement of the generality of men ; the 
non-obſervation of which is upon many 
accompts.very prejudicial to peaceable 
life. For - to: thoſe -concerned- in it, it 
will always ſeem to intimate a ſqueamyh 
niceneſs a froward perverſenelſs, an arro- 
gant felf-conceitedneſs, a manifeſt deſpt 
ting other mens judgments, and-a var- 
tual condemning their practices of fault 
or folly, and conſequently a monopolt- 
zing all goodneſs, and appropriating all 
witedom to himſelf; 'qualities intoke- 
rably odious to men and productive of 
enmity. It incenſes the people (hugely 
ſuſceptive of provocation) with a. fenſe 
of notable injury done, and contempt 
caſt upon it. | For the onely authority, 
which the commonalty can hs claim to, 
conſiſts in-preſcribing Rules of decency 
in language, habit, geſture, ceremony, 
and other. circumſtances of attion, £ 
clared and ratified by ordinary practice; 
non-conformity to which is by them ad- 
_ judged .a marvellous irregularity, contu- 
macy, and rcbeljion againſt the —_— 

| 0 
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of the people, and is infallibly revenged 
and puniſhed by them. .. 


. There's no preſerving peace, nor pre 


'F ventyng broils-and ſtirs, but by punctu- - 


ally obſerving that -ordinary . Rule of 
equity, . That .in, caſes of. doubttull' de- 7! ages, 
bate, and-points of controverted practice, *,"* won 
the feweſt ſhould yield to the moſt, the mur quim 
weakeſt bend to the ſtrongeſt, and that _ on we” 
to the greateſt number ſhould be allow- atioqui qus 
ed at leaſt the greateſt appearance of =_——_ of 
reaſon. 'To,which purpoſe we may-ob- jy & 3 w- 
ſerve, . that -the belt and wiſeſt men, ##s averii- 
{not to diſpleaſe thoſe with whom they 75;,crerw 
converſed,- as far-as their. Duty to God, vita inter b»- 
and their conſcience would permit) have |, _—_ 
cotnmonly in their. manners of life fol- Sen. Zpift. 5. 
lowed not what in their retired judg- 
Ment they. moſt approved, but what 
ſuted to the: cuſtoms of their times and 
places, avoiding a moroſe ſingularity as 
offenſive to others, and productive of 
difquiet to theraſelyes. You know how zi. «d Arc. 
-Cicero cenſured Cato for endeavouring £2 E>-1- 
againſt the grain, and predominant ge- 
vius of thoſe times to reduce things to 
a ſtrict agreement with his private no- 

tions : le optimo animo utens, & ſumm? 
fide nocet interdum Reiqublice. Dicit 

enim tanquam in Platoms mAtHz, non 

| S 4 tan uam 
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tanquam in Romuli | face ſententian, 
But a more clear and pertinent inſtance 
we have in Saint Pas/; who thus re- 


3 Cor. 9. 22- preſents his own prattice: '7 haveenade 


IO. 33» 


my ſelf a ſervant to all: Unto the Fews 
T7 became as'a Few; to them that are 


.. without law' as without "law: To the 


Vid. Att. 21, 


weak became I as webak->'-T\am made all 
things to al: men, that F4 'might by all 


. means "ſave ſome. Saint Pant wilely 


knew, "that: by a pruderit compliance 
with mens cuſtoms, 'and'- condeſcenfion 
to their capacities, he engaged to him, 
or at laſt did/-not - alienate from 'him 


-- their affeQions ; and" thereby «became 
more ckpable of infuſing-good DoQrine 


int#'therr minds, and Jun their 
ſpiritual good.” And the fame courſe 
was generally taken by the primitive 
Chriſtians, who in' all things (not in- 
conſiſtent with the rulesiand- principles 


of their Religion) did induſtriouſly con- 


form their converſation'*to © the uſual 
practices of men ; - thereby ſhunning 
thoſe- Teandalous imputthtidns of pride 


and perverſneſs, which then rendred the 


Jews 16 odious to the world, as appears 
by divers paſſages in the ancient - Apo- 
logiſts for Chriſtian Religion : particu- 


larly Juſtin Martyr (in his Epiſtle to 


Diogne- 


-— 
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Diognetus ) hath theſe words : Xei51@vo? 
9) &Te ty, ET Puri, gre ©9rm Naxarcie- 
yr 7 Arte How av9cunav * BrE d T's 
TAs Piag namoix3oav, etTe SteAixle mW 
maenMeyperm yeoles, &TE Bio Tragdow- 
fue 2oxgov—xzToINBITEs f) mos Em 
KG Te nai apSapts, ws ex4508 HAnpmM, 
e#- orc 2yyw2lo 29rav anonsI Eve, Oc. 
The Chriſtians neither in dwellmg, lan- 
guage, or cuſtoms differ: from the reſt of 
men ; they neither inhabit towns proper 
to-themſelves, nor uſe any peculiar dia- 
lett, nor exerciſe an uncouth manner of 
living, but 'as by chance it is allotted to 
them, inhabiting cities belonging both to 
Greeks and goge, Ierines comply' with the 
ouſtoms of the tountry. ' Arid much more 
hath he there;-and much Terthiay like- 
wils in his Apologerick, to the fihie pur- 
poſe: Neither do we find in the lite of 
our Saviour, -that exact pattern of all 
wiſedom andgoodneſs, that in any thing 
he did affect to difier from the received 
cuſtoms of his-time and'country, ex- 
cept ſuch 'as were grounded upon vain 
conceits, extreamly prejudicial to piety, 
or dire&tly : repugnant thereto. 

.” AndT cannot except from this Rule 
the' compliance with religious cuſtoms 


uſed in the Worſhip and Service of God: 


ſince 
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ſince a wilfull diſcrepancy from them 


doth much more deſtroy peace, and 


Rom. I 4» I've 


Kindle the. flame of contention, in as 
much as men are apt to apprehend them. 
ſelves much more lighted and more 
condemned by a diſagreement in thoſe, 
than in matters of leſſer concernment, 
And it cannot reaſonably be imagined, 
that the' God of love and peace, who 
queſtionleſs delights to ſee men converſe 
in peace and amity, and who therefore 
in general terms enjoyns us, to purſue 
the things that make for peace (where- 
of certainly in reaſon. and to experience, 
following indifferent and harmleſs cu- 
ſtoms , not. expreſly repugnant to his 
law, nor to the dictates of natural rea- 
ſon, is one thing, and not the leaſt) in 
our addreſſes to himſelf (partly deſigned 


and mainly ſerving more ſtri&ly to unite, 


not to diſſociate men in affettion) ſhould 
diſlike, or diſapprove the' uſe of this 
courſe ſo — and conducible to 
peace: eſpecnlly ſince he infinitely more 
regards the ſubitance-of the Duty, and 
the devotion of the heart therein, than 
the manner or any circumſtantial ap- 


pendages thereof: *Tis certain however, 


that Saint-Paul intimates. a wilfull de- 
parture from ordinary pra&tice in ſuch 
caſes, 
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caſes, to proceed from a contentious 


diſpoſition : But if any man (faith he) i Corar1.6 


have'a mind to be contentious (fo Sox 
PrAverros 21), amports) we have no ſuch 
cuſtom,” nor the Churches of God. 

: But yet much more is peaceable con- 
yerfation impeached by diſobedience to 
eſtabliſhed Laws, thoſe great bulwarks 
of Society, iences of Order, and ſup- 
ports of Peace; which he that refuſes 
to obey, is fo far from living peaceably 
with all men,” that he may reaſonably 
be preſumed unwilling to have peace 
with any man ; ſince 1n a. manner he 
defies all mankind,  vilifies its moſt ſo- 
kmn Judgments, endeayours to diſſolve 
thoſe ſacred bands, by which its union 
is conteined, and. to ſubvert the onely 
foundations of publick tranquillity. He 
declares himſelt exther to affect an uni- 
verſal tyranny -oyer, or an abhorrency 
from ſociety with.other men, to be un- 
willing to live with them upon equal 
terms, or to ſubmit to any fair arbitra- 
tion, to deſire that ſtrifes ſhould be end- 
leſs and controverſies neyer decided, wha 
declines the verdi&t of Law, the moſt 
ſolemn iſſue of deliberate advice, pro- 
ceeding from the moſt honourable, moſt 
wiſe, moſt warthy, and fele&t _ 

| an 
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and involving in it the conſent of the 


x Tim. 2:2. whole Commonwealth. Saint Paul di- 


retting that prayers ſhould be: made for 
Princes, and thoſe in Authority, aſſigns 
the reaſon, that we may lead a quiet aud 
a peaceable life in all godlineſs and. ho- 
neſty : And certainly if we are to pray 
for, we ate” alſo obliged to obey them 
in order to the ſame end; which to do 
is abfolutely -in our power, and more 
immediately requiſite” to that - purpoſe. 
For as no-peace can be:preſerved without 
the-influence of authority ; ſo no autho- 
rity can ſubſiſt without obedience to its 
fan&ions.--: He that. is defirous to enjo 
the ' privileges of 'this.'/happy. eſtate pf 
peace, muſt'in reaſon be:content to per- 
torm'the Duties injoined; and bear the 
common' burthens impoſed by thoſewho 
are the proteCtours of it; -- | . 
Thus as: plainly as I could have I de- 
ſcribed what it is to live -peaceably, and 
what the means are'that principally con- 
duce thereto: IT ſhould now proceed to 
conſider the Object of the Duty, and the 
Reaſons why it reſpeCts all men : As alſo 
whence it -comes, that ſometimes we 
may fail in our endeavour of attaining 
this deſirable condition : And laſtly to 
propound ſome Inducements A" 
| 0 
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of its pratice. But I muſt not farther 
encroach on your patience, and ſhall 
therefore reſerve tele things to the next 
opportunity. 


Now : The peace of God, which paſſeth 
all underſtanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Feſus Chriſt our Lord; 
and the bleſſing of God Almighty, the' Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt be among you, 
and remain with you always. Amen. 
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ROMANS 12. 18. 


If it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men. 


22 
EG 


it is to /ive peaceably, and what are 
the Duties included therein ; agd 
what Means conduce thereto. 


I Have very lately conſidered what 


II. I proceed now to conſider the Ob- 
jet thereof, and why the duty of living 
peaceably extends to al! men, that is, why 
we are bound to bear good-will, and doe 
good offices, and ſhew civil reſpects to 
all men: and to endeavour, that all men 
reciprocally be well aftefted toward us. 
For it might with ſome colour of rea- 
ſon be objected, and faid : Why ſhould 
I be obliged heartily to love thoſe, that 
deſperately hate me, to treat them kind- 
ly, that uſe me deſpitetully ; to = 
/ | them, 
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them, that would hinder me ; to re. 
lieve them, that would plunge me into 
utter diſtreſs ; to comfort them , that 
delight in my affliction ; to be reſpe- 
&tive to, and tender of their reputation, 
who deſpiſe, defame, and reproach me: 
to be indulgent , and favourable to 
them, who are harſh, and rigorous in 
their dealings with me ; to ſpare and 
pardon them, who with umplacable ma- 
lice perſecute me 2 why ſhould I ſeek 
their friendſhip, who diſdaintully reject 
mine; why prize their favour , who 
ſcorn mine ; why ſtrive'to pleaſe them, 
who purpoſely offend me 2 or why 
ſhauld I Hon any regard to men void 
of all faith, goodneſs, or deſert > And 
moſt of all, why ſhould I be bound to 
maintain amicable correſpondence with 
thoſe, who are profeſſed enemies to pie- 
wr and vertue, who oppugn truth, and 

iſturb peace, and countenance vice, er- 
rour, and faction 2 How can any love, 
conſent of mind, or communion of good 
offices intercede between perſons ſo con- 
trarily diſpoſed 2 I anſwer, they may 
and ought, and that becauſe the obliga- 
tion to theſe ordinary performances is 
not grounded upon any peculiar re- 
ſpects,. ſpecial qualifications, or ſingular 
| actions 
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actions of men, (which are contingent 
and variable) but upon the indefe&ible 
ſcore of conimon humanity: -We owe 
them, (as the Phil/opher alledged, where 
he diſpenſed- his alms to an unworthy 
perſon ) & T7 .au9ewna, ea mf ay- 
Gewriv® : not to the mens. but to. hu- 


mane nature, reſident in them. There » 


be indeed divers other farts of love , in 
nature and object more reſtrained, built 
upon narrower foundations, .and. requi- 
ring more extraordinary : acts of du- 
ty, and reſpec: (not competent to all 


men ;) as a love of friendthip, tounded - 
upon long acquaintance, ' ſutableneſs of _ 


diſpoſition , and : frequent exchanges of 
mutual kindneſs ; a love of gratitude 
due to the reception of valuable bene- 
fits; a love. of efteem belonging to per- 
ſons endued with worth and: vertue ; a 
love of relation .reſulting from kindred, 
affinity, neighbourhood, and other com- 
mon: engagements. But the love of. be- 
nevolence ( which 1s precedent to theſe, 
and more deeply rooted in nature, more 
ancient, more unconfined, and more im- 
mutable) and the duties mentioned con- 
ſequent on it, are grounded upon the na- 
tural conſtitution, .neceſſary properties; 
and unalterable; condition of humanity, 
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and are upoh feveral accompts due 
thereto. 
| x, Upon account of univerfal cogna- 
tion, agreement, and fimilitude of na- 
ture. For oixciov amas arIcwnts arFpu- 
T@ x} pin. All men naturally are 0 
kinn , and friends to each other, fait 
8 Eth. cap. r. Ariſtotle. Et fratres etiam weſtri ſu- 
mus jure nature matris unius ; We are 
alſo your brethren in the right of nature 
In Apolog. Our common mother , ſaid Tertullian of 
Fage ver: ”9 old, in the name of the Chriſtians, to 
ines the FYeathens. We are but feveral 
owe 35 tx ſtreams iſſuing from one ' primitive 
7 014,25” ſource; ſeveral branches ſprouting from 


voy * 007 
w%s & the fame ſtock , ſeveral ſtones hewed 


avroy arp- out of the ſame quarry. One fſub-' 


fe # e575; tance, by Miraculous efficacy of the 


2ro>v x- divine benediction diffuſed, and multi- 


—_— _ plied. One element affords us matter, 
PICF, Te ze | Y : 

AR. 17.25. and one fire actuates it, kindled at firſt 
Nemo © by the breath of God. One bloud flows 
70, cui ns 41n all our veines ; one nouriſhment re- 


ailedtio, effi pairs our decayed bodies, and one com- 
nom pro mutud Kh py : 
charitate, pro MON aire refreſhes our languiſhing ſpi- 
zjſa tamen rits, We are cohabitants of the ſame 


fare feerare EATER and fellow-citizens of the ſame 


debeatur. great Common-wealth ; Y/nam Remp. 


Aug. Epiſt. : "OAK A 
or 1d Dro. Qu agnoſcimus maundum , ſaid the 


bam: torementioned Apologzſt for. Chriſtianity. 


We 


f 
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We were all faſhioned according to the 
' fame original Zdea. ( reſembling God 

our common father) all endowed with 
the ſame faculties, inclinations ; and af 
feftions ; all conſpire in the effential ; 

and more notable ingredients of our 
_ conſtitution ; and are onely diſtingui- 

ſhed by ſome accidental inconfiderable 
circumſtances, of agg, place, colour, 
ſtature, fortune, and the File. in which 
we differ as much from our ſelves in 
- ſaccefſions of time. So that what A4r:- 
fotle ſaid of a friend, is applicable to 
every man: Every man 15 a\@. a7, 
Another our-ſelf ; And he that. ime 
. another , deteſts his own moſthh/-- 
picture ; he that harms ano- 

ther, injures his own nature; Cie Wibi} oft enim win 
he that denies. relief to ano- *! tam ſimule, tam par, 
ther, ſtarves a member of frm. wen te 
his own body, arid withers pe 261. 

a branch of his own tree. 

The mercifull man doeth good to his own 
ſoul ; but he that is cruel troubleth hu 

own fleſh. Neither can any perfonal de- Prov. r:. 17. 
merit of vicious habit , —_— - OPpt- 

nion, enormous practice; or ſignal ait- 

courteſy wont us , diflolre theſe 
\ bands: for as no unkindneſs of a 
brother can wholly reſcind that rela- 
| T 
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ron --ox: dſoblige us roi. the dure 
amnexef thereto : | ſo- neither upon the 


Sce Dent. 25. faults, / or- injuries: of 'any* man' can» we 
3. ---left thy 
brother ſeem 
wile unto 


ground: a-'total” diſpenſation. from the 
affices of /hatnanity, :eſpecially it the in- 
juries .be not :irreparable;;-mnor the” taults: 
incurable. tt 5 es DA LCT 
* 2; We are: indiſpenfably obliged to 
theſe. duties; becauſe the beſt of our na- 
tural inclinations prompt us 'to: the per- 
formance of 'them_ ; / eſpecially thoſe of 
pity. and - benignity , .which- are mani- 


_ diſcernible in' all; but moſt pows 


erfull and vigorous in the beſt 'natures ; 
and which'queſtionleſs by. the moſt wile, 


and. good :Authour of. our beings were . 


implanted therein both as: monitors to 
dixeCt, and:as fpurrs to incite us to the 

xrformance of our duty.--For the ſame 
fowels. thav in-our wantrof neceſſary 
ſuſtenance, :do' by a lively ſenſe of pain 
informe us thereof, and: inftigate' us to 
provide apainft it; do in like: manner 
grevyouſly -teſent- the diſtrefles of ano: 


-:1 ther, and' thereby admonifh us of our 


duty, and.:provoke-us to relteve. them. 
Even..the ſtories ;of:.calarmties, that in 
apes long ſince ,patt have. happened to 
perſons,:no-wiferrelated to us, yea the 
iabulous. reports of" tragical events, do 
ms © .& - (even 
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(even againſt the bent of:our wills; and: 
all reſiſtance of-reafon ):'melt*our hearen 
with compaſſion, and draw tears troms 
our eyes: -and thereby evidently fignity7 
that general ſympathy; which-naturafly: 
interceeds between all. men p2fince we 
. can neither*fee, nor hear-of; nor:imar 
gine' anothers -griet without: being-:afy 
tlicted our felves>"-iAmttpyrhies: mayabe 
natural*to: wald beaſts:; ,4unftorrationdl 
creatures-'they::are: wholly:: unnaturat 
And onthe other ſide,” as'natare:toies 
ting and-drinking,-and. furh-aBts:requs- 
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ſite to the preſervation-of our'life, hath ---hec noſtri 
adjoyned:4 ſeniibleypleaſure>and fatigfhe- 2-75, 01m: 


con ,; enticing us'toand encouraging 
us in the pertormance- of them ; "toy, 


| ter lt 
and. doubtleſs! to the fames end, -hath = pognet 


ſensns, 


==-mnutuus ut 
ms AﬀeFus 


Jhe made;relievingthe neceſſities ofi0- ſtare juberer. 


'thers, and/:doing/ goodroffites to them, 
to be: accompanied: witty 5a4very con- 
:tentfull and delicious relith to. the mind 
; of. the doer. ; Zpicurus , that" great:Ma- 
{ter of pleaſure, idid himſelf conteſs; that 
to beftaw benefits was'not-onely: more 
brave ,' but. more pleaſant, then to' re- 
vceive them; CEmxeB, faith Plutarch, 
TH £5 72321 T3 TI, [8 L010 13 N- 
DV, NZ bt ih S100 £1) ora) And certain- 
1y no kind of actions, a man can per- 
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forme, are attended with a more pure, 


- more perfe&t, more ſavoury delight, then 


thoſe of beneficence are. Since nature 
therefore hath made our neighbours mi- 
fery our pain, and his content our plea- 
fure ; ſince with indifſqluble bands of 
mutuall ſympathy ſhe hath concate- 
nated our , and affeftions toge- 
ther ; ſince by the diſcipline of our ſenſe 
ſhe inſtrufts us, and by the importunity 
thereof ſolicits us to the obſervance of 
eur duty, kt us follow her wiſe direCti- 
ons, 'and- conſpire with her kindly mo- 
tions; let us -not ſtifle, or weaken by 
diſufe, or c practice, but by con- 
formable a&ion cheriſh and confirm the 


| good inclinations of nature. 


3- We are obliged to theſe duties up- 
on : account of common equity; We 
have all (themoſt ſowre and Stoical of 
us all) implanted in us a naturall ambi- 
tion, anda defire (which we can by no 
means eradicate) of being beloved, and 


 reſpe&ted by all; and are diſpoſed in 


our need to-demand: aſſiſtance, commi- 
ſeration -of our misfortunes, and relief 


\. inour diftreſsof all that are in capacity 


to afford them; and are apt to be vehe- 
mently difpleaſed; -to think our ſelves 
hardly dealt with, and to complain - of 
DE og, Fs cruelty 
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cruelty and inhumanity in thoſe that re- 
fuſe _ tous: and fer _ rea-. 
ſon and equity we ſhould readily pa 
the ſame dos a aid, and —__ 
to others, which we expect from others ; 
for Beneficium qui dare weſcit , injuſte 
petit : Nothing 1s more unreaſonable, or 
_—_—_ , then to require from others 
thoſe good turns, which upon like occa- 
ſion we are 'unwilling to render to o- 
thers. | | ? 
 4- We are obliged to theſe duties of 
humanity, upon accompt of common in- 
tereſt , benefit, and advantage. The 
welfare, and ſafety, the honour, and re- 
_ the pleaſure, and quiet of our 
ves areconcerned in our maintaining 2 
loving correſpondence with all men. For 
ſo uncertain is our condition, ſo obnoxi- 


ous are we to manifold neceſſities , that 


there is no man, whoſe good-will wemay 
not need, whoſe good word may not 


ſtand us in ſtead, whole helpfull indeavour - 


may not ſometime obligeus. The Great 
Pompey , the glorious Triumpher over 
«Nations, and admired darling of for- 
tune, was beholden ar laſt to a ſlave for 
the compoſing his aſhes, and celebrating 


his funeral obſequies The honour of 
the greateſt men depends on the eſtima-- 
T 4 tion | 
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tion ofthe-leaft;, and the-good-will of the 
meaneſt peaſant is a brighter ornament , 


to the fortune, a greater: acceſſion to 
the grariideur. of a Prince, than the 
molt radiant \gemme in 'his-royall dia- 
dem. However . the ſpite and enmity 


of one .(and lim the: maſttweak other: 


wiſe and: contemptible:) :perſon , may 
happen'tb1poil the content'of our whole 
lie; and deprive us of the:moft comfor: 
table enjoyments thereof ; may divert 
ur thoughts: from our: delighttull !im- 
ploymentst0o- a folicirous:care of- felt-pre- 
Fdarions and-detence; nity-diſcompoſe 
our: minds'/with vexatiouspaſtions; may 
by falſe:reports; -odions 1upgeſtions, and 
{landerons deiamations-blatt'our credit, 
ratle a ftotin 05. 0a harred, and con- 
jure:up thautands of enermes againſt us; 
may by inſidious practices fupplant,. and 
uncermineaus; prejudice ouriweltare, er- 
«anger: our  eltate, and -involve us in a 
bottomleis gulf of troublſet>it is but 'rea- 
ſonable theretore, if weidefire'to live ſe- 
curely, comfortably , ant quietly, that 
by all honeſt means we-ſhould endeayorr 
to purchaſe the good-willata}limen, and 
provoke no mans enmity needleſly '; 
ſince anyimans love may be uſetull, and 
every mans hatred 1s dangerous. 
| ne. 7 5. We 
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5. Weare'obliged to theſe diities by 
A a tacit compa&, and "fundamental con- 
| ſtitution of mankind, in' purſuance of 
thoſe principal” deſignes, for which men 
were incorporated; and are 1tll contained 
in civil ſociety.For to this purpoſe do mert 
congregate;'cbhabite, and combine them- 
ſelvesin ſociable communion, that thereby 
tliey may enjoy a delightfull converſation, 
void 'of' fear, free trom ſuſpicion, and 
treefrom danger*; promote mutual ad- 
vantage, and / fatisfaCtion ; be- helpfull, 
and beneficial-each to other : abſtra&ting 
_ from which commodities the retirements 
ofa cloyfſter, or ''the- ſolitudes of a de- 
ſert ; the- life of a rechuſe, or of a wild 
beaſt, would perhaps be more- deſirable, 
then theſe of gregarious converſe: For as 
men being - pleaſed* and well: affetted to 
each other, 'are the moſt obligittg friends, 
and | rune companions ; ſo being en- 
raged, they are the moſt miſchievous;and 
dangerous *neighbours, -the*moſt fierce | 
and favage'-enemies.* By-- neglecting 
therefore , or contravening theſe - duties 
of humanity, we fruſtrate the main ends 
of ſociety, diſappoint the expefations of 
each other, ſubvert the grounds of ordi- 
nary civility, and in the commonwealth 
deal as unpolitickly, as the*members' - 
3 f2. ene 


. 
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the body ſhould att unnaturally, 'in ſub. 
trafting -mutual aſſiſtance , or harming 
each other; as if the eye ſhould deny to 
the hands the direCtion of ſight, and the 
hands in revenge ſhould pluck out the 
eYes. | 
7 We areby obſerving theſe rules to 
oblige, and render men well affetted to 
us, becauſe being upon ſuch terms with 
men conduceth to our living ( nat only 
delightfully and quietly, but) honeſtly 
and religiouſly in this world. How 
peace, and edification, ſpiritual comfort, 
and temporal quiet do concurr, and co- 
operate, we ſee intumated Att. g. 31. 
Then had the Churches peace throughout 
all Fudea, and Galilee, aud Samaria, and 


' were edifyed, and walking in the fear of 


the LT and in the comfort of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt were multiplied. St. Paul advi- 
ed the Chriſtians of his tunes, liable to 
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aefs "of affeftions , a competency of reſt 
and Teifure and retirement , a treedom 
fom amazing fear, diftraCting care, and 
painfull-ſenſe are greatly advanced ; of 
which advantages by contentious broiles 
and enmities we are deprived, an en- 
cumbred withthe contrary impediments. 
They breed thorny anxieties, and by 
them choak the ſeeds of good intention: 
they raiſe dusky fumes of melancholy, 
by them intercepting the beams of ſpiri- 
toal light,and ſtifling the flames of devour 
affection. By them our thoughts are 
affixed upon” the baſeſt, and taken off 
from the moſt excellent obje&ts ; our 
fancies are diſordered by turbulent ani- 
moſities ; our time 1s ſpent, and our en- 
deavour taken up in the moſt ungrate- 
full, and unprofitable umployments, of 
defeating the attempts, reſiſting the aſ- 
faults, diſproving -the calumnies, coun- 
termining the plots of adverſaries; The 
bringus upon the ſtage againſt our will, 
and make us act parts in Tragedies, net- 
ther becoming, nor —_— us. They 
-diſturbe often our natural reſt, and hin- 
-derus in the diſpatch of our ordinary 
buſineſs ; and muth more impeach the 
ſteadineſs of our devotion, -and obſtru&t 
the courſe of religious prattice. They 
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tempt usalſo to omilſiopsof our: duty;to; 
unſeemingly behaviour, and te-thekam:. 
miſſions. ot grievous -finz to;hanth aen-+ 
ſure, | envious detraction; unwarratitable; 
revenge, repining at the:goad iuccetits, 
and delighting in the nwsiortunes of. 0: 
thers;::i'Many examples.occurr in Hifto- 
ry, like thoſe of Haneo-theCarthaginian, 
and Quint, Metellus CFompeys antagonilt) 
wha in: purſuance of fome private: grud: 
ges, : have-not pn their own 
intereſts, and ſullyed;their own repura: 
tions; but- notably; differved, and: dam: 
nifyed/the:publick weale: of their.coun 
try : And- 1d: will. our ang; engaged in 
enmity with, men ean($-us to neglect; if 
not to; contradicF: gur;;gdeareſt - concern 
ments:;; Whence we: ithould caretully a- 
void the:occaſtons thereof, and by-ariin- 
noceht andÞeneficent converſation oblige 
men to @:friendly correfpondence with us. 

7,” We are obliged: to; periorm theſe 


duties. of humanity, / becauſe þy ſogdoing 


we become more capable:of promotin; 
cotdnels 2n-ahlin, AI .- fulfilling 
the higheſt-;duties of Chriſtian Charity; ; 
of facceſsfaly: adviſipg and admoniſhing 
-ethers:$50ti infiructing their: ignorance, 
and/;carnvincing their -amiſtakes ;: of -re- 


their 


- 
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theiyſcruples; of reclaiming them from 
vies;'etrour , tation ; and reconciling 
them to vertue, truth, and peace. For 
bymoforce” bf reaſon, or 1ſtratagem of 
wit are' men io eaſily ſubdued, by no 
bait! ſo 'thoroughly allured 'and caught, 
as'by reall courteſy, gentleneſs and at: 
fabihry-; as on the-other ſide, by a ſowre 
and ipeeviſh humour, ſupercilious looks, 
bitter language, and harſh-dealing men 
are rendred indocile, and intractable, - a- 
verſe from better inſtruCtion,  obſtinate 
in their ways, and-pertinacious in their 


conceits. Eafily” do' men ſwallow the. 


pill-gilded with fair'carriage, -and ſweet- 
ned by kind ſpeech ; readily” do they 
afford a favourable ear to the advice ſee- 
ming to proceed from good-will;” and a 
tender care of their good ; But the phy- 
ſick- of wholeſome admonition' being 
ſteeped-in the vinegar of reproach, and 
tempered with the gall of paſſion, be- 
comes: diſtaſttull and loathſome to the 
patient-; neither will men willingly li- 
ftentb the reaſonings of thoſe, whoni 
they apprehend difattefted-to their per- 
{pfis; ind more-deſfirous to wound their 
reputations, than to cure their- diſtem- 
pers. The ſlighteſt argument; the moſt 
ſmple -and unpoliſhed oration iſſuing 
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from the mouth of a freind, is wonder. 
fully more prevalent, than the ſtrongeſt 
demonſtration; than the moſt powertull 
eloquence of an enemy: For obligj 

uſage, and courteous ſpeech unlock the 
affetions , and by them inſinuate into 
the reaſon of men ; but furly deport- 
ment, and froward expreſſions damme 
up the attetition with prejudice, and in- 
tercludeall avenues to the underſtanding, 
An illuſtration of which diſcourſe we 
have from comparing the different prac- 
tice of the Fews, and the ancient Chrj- 
ftians, with the contrary ſucceſſes there- 
of. The Fews by their ſeditious, and 
turbulent practices, by their infolent con- 
tempt, and implacable hatred of others 
(for you know what 7acitus ſaith of them: 
Apud ipſos fides obſtinata , miſericordia 
in promptu, ſed adverſus omnes alios 
hoſtile edium ) by their perverſe and 
unſociable humours, declining all enter- 
courſe, and refuſing ordinary offices of 
humanity (ſo much as to ſhew the way, 
or to direct the thirſty traveller to-the 
fountain) to any not of their own ſet, 
did procure an odium, ſcorn, and infamy 
upon their religion, rendred all men a- 
verſe from inquiring into, or entertat- 


ning any good opinion thereof, and fo 


very 
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very little inla its bounds, and gai- 
oe? few —— thereto. But the 
Chriſtians by a mild, patient, and peace- 
able behaviour; by obedience to laws, 
and complyance with harmleſs cuſtoms; 
by perfe& innocence, and 


— from doing injury F vhs os ances Chi 

- | Nians: but when religion 
Y Paying due reſpe os, won _— , diffenſion and 
per for ming civil offices, and ;3l-will did grow 3 {o that 
demonſtrations of benevo- the hearhen Hiſtorian (Am 
lence; by loving converfati- arc. lib. 25-7 © fiſts 


of Fultan : 


with all, commended their #6 ferates piericz Chriſtiones 


dodrine to the regardof men: 7 7" 
and by this only piece of Rhe- 

torick ( without terrour of arms, or 
countenance of power, or plauſibility of 
diſcourſe, or promiſe of temporal re- 
ward) ſubdued the faith of men, and 
perſuaded a great part of the world to 
embrace their excellent profeſſion. 


_ > We converſe with you likemen, we Tertul. 4pot. 


” uſe theſame diet, habit, and neceſlary 
” furniture : We have recourſe to your tr:- 
” bunals; we frequent your markets, your 
* fairs, your ſhops, your ſtalls, your ſham- 
” bles, your baths: We cohabit, we faile, 
” we warr, wetill,we trade, we maintaine 
” all manner of commerce with you; faith 


in 
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in behalf -of the ancient - Chriſtians, 
Which kind of practice they.derived not 
only from the ſweet temper and. noble 
Genius of their Religion , but from the 
expreſs inſtitution, of the firſt 'teachers 
thereof, and from their exemplary prac. 
tice therein. For both by doctrine did 


the Apoſtles exhort, and by their exam. 


ple incite them to adorne the Goſpel, and 


' rehder; the diſcipline of Chrift amiable 


by their.meek, gentle, compliant- and 


 Inoffeniive converſation; and thereby to 


allure others to a willing entertainment 
thereof. - To-.this purpoſe. are .thoſe ex- 
hortations. Phzl. 4. 5. Let your modera: 
tion (-m-E7riwzs vv, your equity, or 
gentleneſs ).: be known to, all men: and 
r Theſſ 5, 14. Comfort the * affitted, 
Huppore the weak, be long ſuffering toward 
all. Beye all careful not to. render evil 
for evil; but always purſue goodneſs to- 
ward each. other , and toward all: and 
Gal. 6, 30. As we have jopportunity, let 
us doe good to. all men; and 4it.3.1. Put 
them in inind.to be ſubjed to principalities, 
and. powers, to be. ready to. every good 
work ; to reproach ng: man, not to be con- 
tentious, but gentle, ſhewing all meekyeſs 
zo all men; and 1 Tim. 2.24. The Mini- 
ſter of the Logd muſt. nat. firive., but be 

By ah gentle 


? 
. 
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gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient 
In meekneſs inſtruitting thoſe that oppoſe 
themſetves : ( or thoſe that are other- 
wiſe diſpoſed, Ts5 evl;yten St wives ) if 
peradventure God will give them repen- 
tance to the acknowledgment of the truth : 
where gentleneſs toward all, and meek- 
neſs toward adverſaries are oppoſitely 
conjoyned, with aptneſs to teach, and 
inſtru& ; the one qualification ſoeffetu- 
ally m—_ to the other : and it is 
beſide intimated that gentle and meek 
treatment are ſutable inſtruments ordi- 
' narily imployed by God to convert men 
from errour to truth. 

8. We are bound hereto in comply- 
anceand conformity to the beſt patterns : 
God, Chriſt, the Apoſtles, the Primitive 
Saints: This illuſtrious DoQor of Chri- 
ſtian Religion St. Paul did not fail to ſe- 
cond this his doctrine with his own ex- 
ample. For Give none offence {faith he) 
neither to the Fews nor to the Gentiles, 
#or to the Church of God ; Even as Tpleaſe i Cor. to. 
all men in all things, not ſeeking mine own t- 
profit, but the _ of many, that they 
may be ſaved : Pleaſe all men in all things ; 
what could St. Paul ſay , or what do 
more? andagain. For though (faith he) Car. 19, 
I be free from all men, yet have I made ©*- 

V 


my 


mv [elf a ſervant unto all, that I might 
= A =_ : To the weak * i. T4 
as weak, that I might gain the weak: I 
am made all things to all men, that by all 
means I might ſave ſome. See how far 
this charitable deſign of doing good to o- 
thers tranſported him : He parted with 
his own freedome, that he might redeem 
them from the ſlavery of a wicked life; 
He denyed his own preſent fatisfaCtion 
that he might procure them alaſting con- 
tent: he deſpiſed his own profit, that he 
might promote their ſpiritual advantage; 
He proſtituted his own reputation, that 
he might advance them to a condition 
of true glory. He underwent grievous 
afflictions for their comfort ; ſuſtained 


reſtleſs pains for their eaſe, and hazar- ' 


ded his own fafety for their ſalvation. 
He condeſcended to their infirmities, 
ſuted his demeanour to their tempers, 
complyed with their various humours, 
and contrary cuſtoms: He diflered from 
himſelf, that hemight agree with them, 
and transformed himſelf into all ſhapes, 
that he might convert them into what 
they ſhould be,reform their manners,and 
tranſlate them into a happy eſtate. But 
above all is the practice X; our Lord him- 
 felf moſt remarkable tothis Ro : and 

iſco- 
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diſcovers | +-ay to him that obſerves 
an univerſally large, and unreſtrained 

Philanthropie. For having from a won- 

derfull conſpiracy of kindneſs and good- 

will (between him and his eternal Fa- 

ther) toward the world of men, deſcen- 

ded willingly from the throne of his ce- 

leſtial Majeſty, and inveloped his divine 

glory in a cloud of mortal frailty; and E 
that (as the Apoſtle faith) he might re- Clo. 1. 26, 
concile all things in heaven = earth, 

conjoine God and man by a nearer alli- 
ance, and unite men together by the 
more facred bands of common relation 
tohimſelf: Having aſſumed notonly the 
outward ſhape and corporeal reſemblance 
of man, but the inward frame, and real 
paſſions of humane ſouls ; he diſdained 
not accordingly to obey the laws, to 
follow the inclinations, to obſerve the 
duties ofthe beſt and moſt perfect huma- 
nity ; with an equalland impartiall boun- 
ty imparting free admittance, familiar 
converſe, friendly aid and ſuccour unto 
all, even the worſt of men in all appea 
rance (and that ſo far, that ſome rigo- 
rous cenſurers thence preſumed to taxe 
him as a glutton = a good fellzw, a 
friend to pablicans, aud ſinners .) diſtri- 
buting liberally to all the incomparable 
VY 3 bene- 
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benefits of his heavenly dodtrine, of his 
holy example, of his miraculous power ; 
inſtructing the ignorances, deteCting the 


. errours, diſpoſleſiing the devils; ſuſtain- 


ing the weakneſſes, overlooking the inju- 
ries, comforting the atflictions, ſupplying 
the neceſſities, healing the diſeaſes, and re- 
medying all the miſeries of all, that did 
not wiltully reje& their own welfare : Ze 
went about ( ſaith St. Peter in the Adts ) 
doing good, and healing all that were op- 
7 of the devil : And * He went a- 
bout all the cities and villages teaching in 
their Synagogues, and preaching the Go- 
ſpell of the Kingdom, and bealing every 
ſickneſs , - and every diſeaſe among the 
people ( faith St. Matthew's Goſpel. ) 
He deſpiſed not the meaneſt, either in 
outward eſtate, or ſpiritual improvement. 
He invited all unto him , repelled, or 
diſcouraged none ; nor refuſed to any 
that came untohim, his counſell, or his 
help. He was averſe from no mans ſo- 
ciety(and if inany degree from any,chiet: 
ly from thoſe, who confidently preten- 
ded to extraordinary ſanctity, and proud- 
ly contemned others.) Meek and gentle 
he was, mild and pattent; courteous and 
benigne ; lowly and condeſoenſive ; ten- 
der and compaſſionate in hisconverſation 
unto 
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unto all. And for a compliment of his tran- 
ſcendent charity, and for anenforcement 


unto ours, he latd down-his life for us all, Row. 821+ - 


asa common price to purchaſeremiſſion of 
* ſins; ageneralranſome to redeem-the hu- 
manecreation from the captivity” of hell, 
and ſlavery of corruption intotheglorious 
liberty ofthe ſons of God; demolithing by 
his pacifick death all partition, walls, and 
laying open all enclolures of thedivine fa- 
vour ; reconciling God toman, and com- 
bining man to himſelf by the freſh ce- 
ment of his pretious bloud : ſothat now 
not only as fellow-creatures ; but (which 
1s exceedingly more) as partakers of the 
fame common :redemption, as objects of 
the fame mercy, as. obliged in the ſame 
common debt, and as capable of the fame 
eternal happineſs, by new and. firmer en- 
gagements. we are bound to all mutual 


kindneſs, and -benevolence ' toward all. Rom- 14: * 


For Deſtroy not (faith St. Paul,and by like 
reaſon I may fay, Harm not, vex not, be 
notunkindto ) htm, for whom Chriſt dyed. 
Nay, farther we have the example of 
Almighty God himſfelt directing, and 
by our Saviours expreſs admonition ob- 
liging us to this univerſal beneficence, 
compaſſion , and patience towers all. 
Who by expreſs reitimony of ſacred 
V Z wr it, 


© Tit. 3. 4- 
0c. 


Pl. 143» 9% 


F:d.Clement. 
 'Epitt. ad Cor. 
P42» 27s» 
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writ, and by palpable ſigns of conti- 


nual experience declareth himſelf to be 
a * lover of mankind ; to be good to: 


all, and tenderly mercifull over all his 


works : not to afflict willingly ,. nor ' 


grieve the children of men : to com- 
paſſionate the' miſeries, and ſupply the 
needs, and relieve the diſtreſſes ; to de- 
fire the ſalvation, and to delight in the 
happineſs of men. Who with an indit- 
ferent, unlimited munificence diſpenſeth 
his bleſſings, extends his watchfull pro- 
vidence, 'and imparts his loying care un- 
to all : Caufing'his Sun with comforta- 
ble beams to thine, and the refreſhing 
thowres'to defcend upon, the earth to 
yield her pleafant fruits; the temperate 
ſeaſons to: recurr, and all the elements 
to- miniſter ſuccour, joy, and fatisfa&tion 
even to the moſt impious, and ingrate- 
full toward him. Who with immenſe 
clemency and long-ſufferance overlooks 
the ſfacrilegious aftronts offered daily to 
his Majeſty ; the outragious violations 
of his taws, and the contemptuous ne- 
gle&ts of his unexpreſſible goodneſs : 
Who patiently waits for the repen- 


_ ranee, and incefiantly ſolicits the recon- 


cilement, courts the amity , and in a 
manncr begs the good-will of his moſt 
| deadly 
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deadly enemies : whom he hath always 
in his hand, and can cruſh to nothing 
at his pleaſure. For, We are Ambaſſa- 
dours for Chriſt, as if God by us did entreat 
you: We beſeech you in Chriſt's behalf; be 
reconciled to God ( ſaith Saint Paul. ) 
Since therefore upon accompt of na- 
tural conſanguinity , of our beſt incli- 
nations, of common equity, and gene- 
ral advantage, and an implicite com- 
pact between men ; of ſecuring our, 
and promoting other's vertue and pie- 
ty ; from the exhortations of Scripture 
mentioned, and many more tending to 
the ſame purpoſe, from the example of 
the ancient Chriſtians, the Leaders, and 
Champions of our Religion, of the Apo- 
ſtles, the Maſters and Patriarchs there- 
of, of our Bleſſed Redeemer, and of Al. 
mighty God himſelf, we are obliged to 
this Univerſal beneyolence , and benefi- 
cence toward all ; No miſapprehenſions 
of judgment, no miſcarriages in pratice, 
no ill-diſpoſitions of ſoul, no demerits 
in himſelf, no diſcourteſies- toward us 
ought wholly to alienate our affeCtions 
from, or to avert us from doing good, 
or to incline us to render- evil tor evy 
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others, cannot cx- 
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cuſe us from the performance of our 
duty ; that 'no man 1s to be preſumed 
incorrigible , nor' (like the' Japſed An- 
gels) concluded in deſperate impeni- 
tence ; and*that our loving and gentle 
demeanour toward them may be inſtru- 
mental to their amendment , and. the 
contrary may contribute to their pro- 
greſs and continuance in offences ; that 
God hath promiſed to: us a:reward of 
our patience, and hath reſerved to them 
a ſeaſon of judgment and puniſhment, 


if they perfiſt obſtinate in their difor- . 


derly courſes ; that to'avenge their'treſ: 
naſſes belohgs not to us; but to Almigh- 
ty God, who is more nearly concerned 
in, and more injured by them; :and is 
yet content to endure them, to protong 
their lives,: to continue” his benefits to 
them, and to expect their;converfion : 
That our differing from them'is not" to 
be attributed to our ſelves; but whoſly, 
or chiefly to-the goodneſs 'of God; that 
we always were, att, and ſhall'be la- 


ble to the ſame errouts, vices, and-mif. 
demeanours* that (ldftly.) the *faults - 
and. follies of others, like the-niaims'o6f 

body, diſtempers 'of ſoul, or croſſes 'bf 


fortune {Ocin their own greateſt "upt- 
happineſfes) require ratherour pity then 


our 
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our hatred', to be eafed by our help, 
then aggravated by our unkindneſs. Tis 
too ſcant therefore and [narrow a Cha- 
rity that is limited by correſpondence of 
courteſy , or' by the perſonal merits of 
others : We are bound to live peacea- 
bly with, that is,. to be innocent, bene- 
ficial,  reſpe&ive to all, and to ſeek the 
reciprocal good-will, love and amity of 
al, But I have inſiſted too long upon 
this particular, concerning the Obje&t 
of this duty, and its extenſion. 


"TIL. T proceed briefly to . conſider 


whence it comes, that (as-I before ob- . 


ſerved was intimated in thefe words, '/f 
zt be poſſible, as much as lieth in you ) 
though we doe'our parts, and perform 
carefully the duties incumbent on us, 
though we bear goodwill, and dos 
good- offices, and yield due reſpects, 
and abſtain from all' not 'oriely injuri- 
ous, but 'rigorous dealings. toward all; 
though 'we revile none, nor” cenſure 
Harſhly., nor prefumptuouſly. iritermed- 
de with others affairs ; though © obey 
taws, and comply with 'rect:ved cu- 
ftoms, and” avoid all occaſions of 'con- 
tention, though our temper; i'e,meek, 
our principles peacealle. 2:7! our con- 
; \criations 
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verſations inoffenſive , we may yet 
rove ſycceſsleſs in our endeavqurs to 
ive peaceably, and may be hated, 
harmed, and difquieted in our cqurſe of 
life. That it ſo happens, we find by 
plain experience, and manifold exam- 
ple. For Moſes, the meekeſt man upon 
earth, and. commended beſide by all 
circumſtances of divine favour, and hu- 
mane worth, was yet often envied, im- 
pugned, and moleſted by thoſe, whom by 
all manner of benefits he had moſt high- 
ly obliged. And we find Davzd frequent- 
ly complaining, that by thoſe, whoſe 
good-will by performing all offices of 
triendly kindneſs, and brotherly affec- 
tion , he had ſtudiouſly Ilaboured to 
FJid.Pſ.5.10, deſerve, whoſe maladies and calamities 
he had not onely tenderly commiſera- 
ted, but had prayed and humbled his 
foul with faſting tor their recovery and 
deliverance from them, was yet recom- 
penſed by their treacherqus devices a- 
gainſt his ſafety, by grievous reproa- 
ches, and ſcorntull inſultings over him 
in his affliction ; as we ſee at large in 
Pſalms the' 35. and 69. And in Pſalm 
120. he thus lamentably bemoans his 
condition : Woe is me that I ſojourn it 
Meſech, that I dwell in the tents þ Ke- 
ar > 
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dar : My ſoul hath long qwelt with him 
that hateth peace : I am for peace but 
when & ſpeak, they are for war : And 
our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, thoughin 
the whole tenour of his life he demon- 
ſtrated an incomparable meekneſs and 
ſweetneſs of diſpoſition , and exerciſed 
continually all manner of kindneſs and 
beneficence toward all men, was not- 
withſtanding loaded with all kinds of 
injuries and contumelies , was bitterly 
hated , ignominiouſly diſgraced , and 
matic perſecuted unto death: and 
the ſame lot befell his faithtull Di/ciples, 
that although their deſign was benign 
and charitable, their carriage blameleſs 
and obliging toward all, they were yet 
purſued conſtantly both by the outragi- 
ous clamours of the people, and cruel 
uſages from thoſe in eminent power. 
Now though it ſeem ſtrange and al- 
molt incredible, that they who are tru- 
ly friends to all, and are ready to doe 
to-all what good they can ; who wil- 
lingly diſpleaſe none , but induſtri- 
ouſly ſtrive to acquire (not with glo- 
zing ſhews of popularity , but by real 
expreſſions of kindneſs) the good-will 
and favour of all, ſhould yet be malig- 
ned, or moleſted by any ; yet ſeeing F 

| Q 
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ſo happens, if we' inquire into the rea- 
fon, we-ſhall find this miracle in mo- 
rality, to proceed (to omit the neglect 
of the duties mentioned in our- former 
diſcourſe) chiefly from. the exceedin 

yariety , difference and contrariety 0 
mens diſpoſitions, joyned with the mo- 


roſity, aptneſs to miſtake, envy, or un- 


reaſonable peryerſeneſs of ſome ; which 
neceſhrity render the means of attain- 
ing all mens good-will inſufficient, 'and 
| the endeavours unſuccefsfull.. For men 
ſeeing by feveral lights, reliſhing with 
diverſly difpoſed palates, and meaſuring 
things by different ſtandards, we can 
hardly doe or ſay any thing , which if 
approved and applauded by ſome, will 
not be diſliked and blamed by others ; 
if it advance us in the opinion of ſome, 
will not as-much depreſs us in the judg- 
ment of others ; ſo that in this irrecon- 
cileable diverſity and inconſiſtency of 
mens apprehenſions, it is impoſſible not 
to difpleaſe:many : Eſpecially ſince ſome 
men either by their natural temper, or 
from the influence of ſome ſowre prin- 
ciples they have imbibed, are ſo mo- 
roſe, rigid, and ſelt-willed ; ſo impatient 
of all contradidtion to, or diſcrepancy 
from their ſentiments, that they cannot 
| endure 
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endure any to diſſent in judgment, -or 
vary in prat&tice from them, without 
incurring their heavy diſdain and cen- 
fure. And which makes the matter 
more deſperate and remedileſs, ſuch 
men commonly being, leaſt able either 
to manage their reaſon, or to command 
their _ , as guided wholly by cer- 
tain blind impulſes of tancy., or ground- 
leſs prejudices of conceit , or by. a par- 
tial admiration of ſome mens perſons, 
examples, and authorities, are uſually 
moſt reſolute and peremptory in their 
courſes, and thence hardly capable of 
any change, mitigation, or amendment. 
Ot which ſort there being divers enga- 
ged in ſeveral ways, 1t 1s impoſlible to 
pleaſe ſome without diſguſting the o- 
ther ; and difficult altogether to ap- 
proach any of theſe waſps, without be- 
ing ſtung, or vexed by them. Some 
allo are ſo apt to miſunderſtand mens 
meanings, to miſconſtrue their words, 
and to make ill deſcants upon, or draw 
bad conſequences from their actions, 
that *tis not poſſible to prevent their en- 
tertaining ill-tavoured prejudices againſt 
even thole that are heartily their friends, 
and with them the beſt. To others 
the good and proſperous eſtate of their 
Neigh- 
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Neighbour, that he flouriſhes in wealth, 
power, or reputation, is ground ſuffici- 
ent of hatred and enmity againſt him : 
for ſo we ſee that Cazz hated his inno- 
cent brother 4b4el, becauſe his brothers 
works were more righteous, and his ſa- 
crifices better accepted then his own : 
that Foſephs brethren were mortally of- 
fended at him, becauſe his father. eſpe- 
cially loved, and delighted in him : that 
Saul was enraged againſt David, be- 
cauſe his gallant deeds were celebrated 
with due praiſes, and joyfull acclama- 
tions of the people : and that the Baby- 
lonian Princes , upon no other ſcore, 
maligned Danje/, but becauſe he enjoy- 
ed the favour of the King, and a digni- 
ty anſwerable to his deſerts: And who 
that loves his own welfare, can poſlibly 
avoid ſuch enmities as theſe? But the 
fatal rock, upon which peaceable de- 
ſigns are moſt inevitably ſplit, and 
which by nb prudent ſteering our 
courſe can ſometimes be evaded, is the 
unreaſonable perverſeneſs of mens pre- 
tences, who ſometimes will upon no 
terms be friends with us, or allow us 
their good-will, but upon condition of 


concurring with them in diſhoneſt, and - 


unwarrantable practices : of omitting 
ſome 


ſome duties to which by the expreſs 
command of God, or evident dictates 
of right reaſon we are obliged, or per- 
forming ſome aCtion repugnant to thoſe 
indiſpenſable rules. But though peace 
with men is highly valuable, and poſ- 


ſeſſing their good-will in worth not in. 


feriour to any other indifferent accom- 
modation of life, yet are theſe nothing 
comparable to the favour of God, or the 
internall fatisfa&tion of conſcience ; 
nor though we were aſſured thereby to 
g4in the entire love and favour of all 
men living, are we to purchaſe them at 
fo dear a rate as with the loſs of theſe. 
We muſt not to pleaſe or gratily men, 
commit any thing prohibited, or omit 
any thing enjoyned by God, the leaſt 
glimpſe of whoſe favourable aſpect is 
infinitely more to be prized, then the 
moſt intimate friendſhip of the mighti- 
eſt Monarchs upon earth: and the leaſt 
ſpark of whoſe indignation is more to be 

readed, then the extreameſt diſpleaſure 
of the whole world. In caſe of ſuch 
competition, we mult reſolve with Saint 
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Paul, Gal. 1. 10. Do T yet * conciliate « 1g 


| God, or do I endeavour to footh men ? 
for if 1 yet ſoothed (or flattered) me 
(ſo you know apiaxew ſignifies) / were 
| nee 
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ot the ſervaiit of Chriſt.” 'Nor are we ; 
that we may fatisfy any mans pleaſure, 
to contravene the diCtates of Reaſon 
{ that ſubordinate guide of our ations ) 
to doe any diſhonourable or uncomely 
action, unworthy of a man, misbeſeem- 
our education , or ineongruous to our 
ſtation in humane fociety, ſo as to 
make out ſelves worthily deſpicable to 
the moſt by contenting fome : Nor are 
we bound always to defert our' own 


conſiderable intereſt, or betray our juſt 


liberty, that we may avoid the enmity 
of ſuch as would violently, or fraudu- 
lently encroach upon them. Nor are 
we in the adminiſtration of juſtice, di- 
ſtribution of rewards, or arbitration of 
controverſies - to reſpe&t the particular 


favour of any, but the merits onely of 


the cauſe, or the worth of the perſons 
concerned. Nor are we by feeding 
mens diſtempered tumours, or gratify- 
ing their abuſed fancies to prejudice or 
negle& their real good ; to encourage 
them in bad practices, -to foment their 
irregular -paſſions, to applaud their un- 
juſt or uncharitable cenſures, or to puff 
up their minds with vain conceit, by 
ſervile flattery : but rathe?, like farthfull 
Phyſicians, 'to adminiſter wholſome., 
eo | though 
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though unfavoury, advice ; to reyeal 
to them their miſtakes, to check their 
intended progreſs in bad courſes, to re- 
prove their faults ſeaſonably, and when 
it may probably doe them good, though 
poſſibly thereby we may provoke their 


anger and procure their ill-will, and (as 
S. Paul faith) become their enemies , 
for telling them the truth. Nor are we 
ever explicitely to aſſent to falſehoods 
(fo apprehended by us,) to = our 
conſciences, or contradict our real judg- 
ments (though we may ſonietimes tor 
peace-ſake prudently conceale them ; ) 
Nor to deny the truth our defence and 
patronage, when in order to ſome good 
purpoſe it needs and requires them , 
though thereby we may incurre the 


diſlike, and forfeit the good-will of 


ſome men. 


Nor are we by entertain- 


ing any extraordinary friendſhip ,. inti- 
mate familiarity , or frequent converſe 
with perſons notoriouſly diſſolute in 
their manners, diſorderly in their beha- 
viour, or erroneous in weighty points 
of opinion, to countenance their miſde- 
meanours, diſhonour our proteſſion, ren- 
der our ſelves juſtly ſuſpected, run the ha- 
zard of contagion, or hinder their refor- 


mation. And eſpecially we are warily to 
| d,4 
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decline the particular acquaintance of 
men of contentious diſpoſitions, miſ- 
chievous principles , and faCtious de- 
ſigns ; a. bare keeping company with 
whom looks like a conſpiracy, an ap- 
proving , | or abetting their proceed- 


.1ngs; The refuſing any encouragement, 


Hgnification of eſteem, or vouchſafing 
any peculiar reſpe&t to ſuch, we owe 
to the honour of vertue , which the 

diſgrace,' to the love of truth which 
they oppugn, to the peace of the world 
which they diſturb, and to the general 
good of mankind, which they impeach. 
And fo S, Paul warns us not to mng/e 
or conſort, not to diet, or common ( jy 
omavepiyua, © ww owediew) with 
men -of a diſfolute and diſorderly con- 
verſation : And 7s mark them which 
cauſe ſeditions, and ſcandals, contrary to 
Chriſtian doflrine, and to ſhun, or de- 
cline them (onnAivew an avlaev) and to: 
repudiate , *deprecate the familiarity of 
Hereticks ( Aigzmnov avIpwnroy Treg 
Ta.) And S. John forbids us to wi/h 


Joy, or to allow the ordinary reſpe&s 


of civil ſalutation to Apoſtates, and Im- 
pdſtours : /ef# (by ſuch demonſtration 
of favour) we communicate with them in 
their wicket works. None of which 
Cm © | Precepts 
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Precepts are intended to interdiCt to us, 
of to difoblige us from bearing real good- 
will; or diſpeftiſing needfull benefits to 
any, but to deter us from yielding any 
ſignal countenance to vice and impiety ; 
and to excite us to declare ſuch diſlike 
and deteſtation of thoſe heinous enormi- 
ties as may confer to the reclaiming of 
theſe, and prevent the ſeduction of others. 
So Saint Paul expreſly, 2 Thefſ. 3. 14. 
But if any man obeyeth not our injunition 


by epiſtle, do not conſort with him, that he 


may by ſhame be reclaimed (ive vlegny) - 


And account him not an enemy, but admo- 
wiſh him as a brother. Nor ought /a/tly 
the love of peace, and deſire ot friendly 
correſpondence with any men, avert us 
from an honeſt zeal, (proportionable to 
our abilities and opportunities ) of pro- 
moting the concernments of truth and 
goodneſs, though againſt powertull and 
dangerous oppoſition : I fay an honeſt 
zeal, meaning thereby not that blind 
heady paſſion, or inflammation of ſpirit, 
tranſporting men beyond the bounds of 
reafon and difcretion, upon ſome ſuper- 
ficially plauſible pretences, toviolentand 
irregular practices; but a conſiderate 
and ſteady reſolution of mind, effectually 
animating a man by warrantable and 
c X v decent 
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decent means vigorouſly to proſecute 
commendable deſigns; like that S. Fude 
mentions , of ſtriving earneſtly for the 
faith once delivered to the Saints, For 
this zeal may be very conſiſtent with, 
yea greatly conducible to the deſigns of 
peace. And 'tis not a drouſineſs, a flack 
remiſsneſs , a heartleſs diflidence, or a 
cowardly flinching from the face of dan- 
ger and oppoſition, we diſcourſe about, 
or plead for, but a wiſe and wary decli- 
ning, the occaſions of needleſs and un- 
profitable diſturbance to our ſelves and 
others. 

To conclude this point ( which if 
time would have permitted, I ſhould 
have handled more tully and diſtinctly) 
though to preſerve peace, and purchaſe 
the good-will of men, we may and 
ought to quit much of our private inte- 
reſt and fatisfaCtion, yet ought we not 
to ſacrifice to them what 1s not our own, 
nor cofnmitted abſolutely to our diſpo- 
ſal, and which in value incomparably 
tranſcends them , the maintenance of 
truth , the advancement of juſtice ,, the 
practice of vertue, the quiet of our con- 
ſcience, the favour of Almighty God. 
And if for being dutifull to God , and 
taithfull to our - fag in theſe —_— 
an 
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any men. will hate, vex and deſpite us ; 
fruſtrate our deſires, and defeat our pur- 
poſes of living peaceably with all men in 
this world : we may comfort our ſelves 
in the enjoyment of eternal peace and 
ſatisfaction of mind, in the aſſurance of 
the divine favour, in the hopes. of eter- 
nal reſt and tranquillity in the world to 
Come. 

Now briefly to induce us to the pra- 
Etice of this duty of living peaceably,we 
may confider, | 
- I., How good and pleaſant a thing it 
# (as David faith) for brethren (and 1o p,, 
we are all at leaſt by nature) 9 {ive 70- 

ether inunity. How, that (as Solomon 
aith) better iq dry morſe} , and quiet- 
ueſs therewith ,- then a houſe full of ſacri- ' 
fices: with ſtrife. How delicious . that Prov. 17. 7: 
converſation 41s ,: which 1s'accompanied 
with” a mutual: confidence , freedom , 
courteſy , and-complacence: how calm 
the-mind, how'compoſed the afteCtions, 
how ſerene the countenance, how: melo- 
dious. the voice, how fweet the-ſleep, 
how contentfull the whole hte is of him 
that. neither deviſeth miſchief. againſt 
'others, nor ſuſpe&s any to. be contrived 
againſt himſelt : and contrariwiſe, how 
ingratefull and loathſom a thing it is to 
X 3 abide 
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abide in. a ſtate of enmity ; wrath, diſ- 
ſenſion : having the thoughts diſtrated 
with fſolicitous care, anxious ſuſpicion ;, 
envious regret ; the heart boiling with 
choler, the tace overclouded with diſcon- 
tent, the tongue jarring and out of tune, 
the ears filled with diſcordant noiſes of 
contradidtion , clamour- and reproach ; 
the whole frame ofbody and foul diftem- 
pered, and diſturbed. with the worſt of 
paſſions.” How much more comfortable 
it is to walk in ſmooth and even paths, 
then to. wander in rugged ways, over- 


._ . grown. with briars , -obſtructed with 


rubs, and beſet with ſnares ; to ſailiſtea- 
dily.in a.quiet, then -to be'toſt in a tem- 
peſtuons Sea ; to behold-the lovely face 
of Heaven ſmiling with a. cheartull ſere- 
nity, thentoſeeit frowning with clouds, 
or raging with ſtorms ;. to hear harms- 
niouscconſents, then diſſonant janglings; 
to ſee /objets correſpondent in gratetull 
ſymmetry, then lying diforderly in con- 
fuſed heaps; to be-!im:health, and have 
the natural. humours.conſent in mode- 
rate temper, then- (as :it happens indif. 
eaſes). agitated with' rumultuous com- 
motions: 'How allſenſes and faculties of 
man unanimouſly rejoyce in thoſe etht- 
blems-'of peace, ds, harmony, and 
pro- 


F 


fove., and in perpetual concor 
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—_ . Yea how natureuniverſal- 

delights in' a quiet ſtability , or un- 
iſturbed progreſs of motion; the beauty, 
ſtrength and vigour of every thing re: 
quires a concurrence of force, cooperati- 


3LT 


on, and contribution of help; all things Vide Clem. 


thrive and flouriſh by communicating 
reciprocal aid; and the world ſubſiſts by 
a friendly confpiracy of its parts; and 
eſpecially that: political ſociety of men 
chiefly aims at peace as itsend, depends 
on it as its cauſe, relies on it as its ſup- 
port. How much a peacefull ſtate re- 
ſembles Heaven, into which neither 
complaint , pain , nor clamour ( &Te« mw- 


AS, are aw, BT: xp2uyw, as It 18 IN 


ad Cor. page 


27, (Fe 


rhe Hp )- do ever- enter ; but Apoc. 2r, 


bleſſed ſouls converſe together in { prom 

- and 
how a condition of enmity repreſents 
the ſtate of Hell , that black and diſmal 
Region of dark hatred, fiery wrath, atid 
horrible "tuthult. How'like a paradiſe 


= a ſo 
_ 


the world*would be, flouriſhing in joy Bets :« 
and-reft, if men - would chearfully cor. © Herbs 


Ffpire in affe&ion, and helpfully contri 
bute t6-each others content : 'and how 
Tike a ſavage wilderneſs now-#t is, when 


worry and devour each- other. How 
| X 4 not 
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not only Philoſophy hath placed the ſu- 
preme pitch of happineſs in a calmneſs of 
mind, and tranquillity of life , void of 
care and trouble, of irregular paſſions 
and perturbations ; but that Ho 9 Scri- 
pfure it ſelf in that one term 0 © 
moſt uſually comprehends all joy and 
content, all felicity and proſperity : ſo 
that the heavenly conſort of Angels,when 
they oy moſt highly to bleſs, and to 
with the greateſt happineſs to mankind, 
coyld not better expreſs their ſenſe, then 
by ſaying Be ox earth peace, aud good- 
will among men. 

2. That as nothing is more ſweet 
and delightfull , ſo nothing moxe come: 
ly and agreeableto humane nature then 
peaceable living , it being ( as Solomon 
faith) a#,bonour to a man to ceaſe from 
ſtrife; and conſequently alſo a diſgrace 
to him to continue therein : 'That rage 
and fury may be the excellencies of 
beaſts , and the exerting. their natural 


- animoſity in ſtrife and combat may be- 
' » come them; but reaſon and diſcretion 


are the ſingular eminencies of men, and 
the uſe of. theſe the moſt natural and 
commendable.merhod of deciding con- 
troverſies among them: and that it ex- 
treamly misþecomes them that are en- 
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dowed with thoſe excellent faculties ſo 
to abuſe them, as not to apprehend each 
others meanings, - but to ground vexati- 
ous quarrels upon the mitiake of them : 
not to be able by reaſonable expedients 
to compound ditierences, but with mu- 
tual dammage and inconvenience'to pro- . 
rogueand encreaſe them : not to diſcern 
how exceedingly better it is to be help- I 
full and benefioal, than to be miſchie- 

vous and troubleſome to one another, 

How fooliſhly and unskilfully they judg, 

[that think by unkind ſpeech and harih 

dealing to allay mens diſtempers, alter 

their opinions, or remove their prejudi- 

ces; as if they ſhould attempt to kill b 
miniſtring Rm, or toextinguil 

a flame þ ring oy] upon it. How 

childiſh Lekng Hd C— to contend 

about trifles, for the ſuperiority in ſome 
impertinent conteſt, for the ſatisfaction 

of ſome petty humour , for the:poſleſNt- 

on of ſome inconſiderable toy.:,.yea how 
.barbarous and brutiſh a thing it is to be 

fierce and impetuous 1n the... purſuit of 
things that pleaſe us; ſnarling at, biting 

and tearing all competitors of our game, 

or oppoſers of. our | undertaking. But 

how divine and amiable, how worthy 

of humane nature, of ciy”l breeding, of 

* prudent 
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prudent conſideration it- is, to reſtrain 
partial deſires, to' condeſcend to equal 
terms, to'abate from rigorous pretences, 
to appeaſe diſcords, and vanquiſh enmi- 
ties by courteſy and diſcretion ; like the 
beſt and/ wiſeſt Commanders, who by 
Skilfull condu&t, and patient attendarice 
upon ' opportunity, withorit ſtriking of 
ſtroke of ſhedding of bloud, ſubdue their 
Enemy. | | fs, L147 

3- How that peace with its near alli. 
ance 'and concomitants, its cauſes and 
effe&ts,; love, meeknels, gentleneſs and 
patience;are in Sacred Writ reputed the 


genuine'fruits of the Holy Spirit, iſſues 


of Divine Grace, andoff-iprings of 'hea- 
venly 'Wifedom; producing hke them- 
ſelves a*go0dly' progeny of righteous 
deeds. * But that emulation , hatted:, 
wrath; variance and ſtrife derive '-their 
extradtion from fleſhly Taft, hellifh craft, 
or beaſtly folly; propagating themſelves 
alſo 4nto: alike ugly brood of wicked 
works. "For ſo faith Sant” Fames, if you 
hate Bitter zeal and frrift'#n your heitrts, 


2, uot, * nor be decerved untrulys This 
wiſe 


ſedom” deſcendethiiidt” from above," but 
s earthly, ſenſual "and devils: Fi 
where. emtalation mnt Rerife are , %here" 1s 


the 
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the wiſedom that i from above tu firſt 

pure, then peaceable, gentle, * obſequious, * tynuvig. 
full of mercy ( or beneficence) and o 

good fruits , without partiality and diſſi- 
mulation ; And the Peg of righteouſneſs ' 

& ſowed in peace to thoſe that make peace : 

and from whence are wars, and quarrels 

among you ? © Are they not hence, even 

from your luſts, that war in your mem- 

bers ? Likewiſe, Ze loveth tranſ- proy, 11,19. 
greſſion that loveth ſtrife; and 4 fools prov; 18.6. 
lips enter into contention, and- his mouth 

calleth for ſtrokes, ſaith Solomon. That qui pyuit in 
the 'moſt wicked and miſerable of crea- <#\ 6:Uum,n 
tures is deſcribed by titles denoting en- {7 _ 
mity and difcord: the hater (Satan) the inter primo 
enemy (8 tyvegs av9ponr©.) the accuſer gy 1, uk, 
(6 xe y0 )- the ſlanderer (5 H28AD.) "Avm1ſ)zos, 
the. deftroyer (6 draw) ® the furious — 
dragon, and miſchievoufly treacherous Joh. 8. 44. * 
ſnake: ant how fad it is to imitate him * * Cor-7-15. 
in his pradtices , to reſerible him in , cor.t4.2%; 
his qualities But thar'the beſt , moſt Philip. 4. 9- 
excellent, and moſt happy of Beings de- * _ 
ligtits to be ſtyled, and {hratnom. 6 to 

expreſs himfelf, 7he God of love, mercy 

and peace; and his bleſſed Soi to be cal- 

Jed, and tobe,' the Prince of peace , the Heb. 9. 
great Mediatour, Reconciler, and Peace- 
maker, who is alſo ſaid from on high to 

is Lays 
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Luc. 1.79- have viſited us, 7o give light to them 
that fit in darkneſs, jb, in the ſhadow of 
death, and to guide our feet in the ways 
of peace. That laſtly no devotion is 

X2per 23 74 pleaſing, no oblation acceptable to God, 

ovugoris, conjoined with hatred., or proceeding 

Zi 5+ from an unreconciled mind: For, 

21d, © &- thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 

| ns” ag remembreſt that thy brother hath ought 

Orig; c. Cel. againſt thee; Leave there thy gift be- 

8. (Þ- 424) fore the altar, and go thy way ; firſt be re- 

--uj S* *3* conciled to thy brother , and then come 

and offer thy gift, faith ouy Saviour. 

I cloſe upall with this Core/ary: that 
if we mult live lovingly, and peaceably 
with all men, then much more are we 
obliged todoe ſo with all Chriſtians: to 
whom by nearer and firmer bands of ho- 
ly alliance we are related; by more pre- 
cious communions in faith and. devotion 
we are endeared; by more peculiar and 
powerfull obligations of divine com- 

\- > mands , facramental vows, and forma] 

' profeſſions.we are engaged : Our ſpiri- 

- tual brethren, members of the ſame my: 
ſtical body, temples of the ſame Holy 
Spirit , ſervants of the ſame Lord, - ſub- 

. .. jetsofthe ſame Prince, profeſſors of the 
_ © ſametruth; partakers of the ſame hope, 
heirs of the fame promiſe , and .candi- 
ET Et” dates 
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dates of the ſame everlaſting happineſs. 
Now Almighty God, the moſt good and 
beneficent Maker, gracious Lord, and 
mercifull preſerver of all things, infuſe 
znto our hearts thoſe heavenly graces of 
meekneſs , patience, and benignity, grant - 
us and his whole Church, _ all his Crea- 
" to ſerve him ___ here, and in a 
lifSfull reſt to praiſe and magnify him for 
_ To __ with his 7 fo Jo 
great Mediatour and Prince of peace, and 
with his Holy Spirit , the ever-flowing 
Spring of all love, joy, comfort and peace, 
be all honour, glory and praiſe. And 
The peace of God which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of 
his Son Feſus Chriſt our Lord : And the 
bleſſing of God Almighty, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt be among you, and remain 
with you for ever, Amen. 
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